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Let Your Heart Be Broken

1. Motivate

What are some obnoxious boasts you have heard?
· my dad can beat your dad

· we would never buy that kind of car

· bet I can beat you at golf today

· $10 says my team will beat your team

· well, my cake was made of only organic ingredients

· I could have sung that solo a bit more on key, bless your heart

2. Transition

The people of Judah boasted that they knew God
· They claimed that they had His Word

· Today we will look at the reality of their deep spiritual need – and ours 

3. Bible Study

3.1 See the Problem
Listen for Judah’s sins to be named.
Jeremiah 8:4-7 (NIV) "Say to them, 'This is what the Lord says: " 'When men fall down, do they not get up? When a man turns away, does he not return? [5] Why then have these people turned away? Why does Jerusalem always turn away? They cling to deceit; they refuse to return. [6] I have listened attentively, but they do not say what is right. No one repents of his wickedness, saying, "What have I done?" Each pursues his own course like a horse charging into battle. [7] Even the stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and the dove, the swift and the thrush observe the time of their migration. But my people do not know the requirements of the Lord. 
What does God say to indicate that the problem was not simply a temporary failure among people who were basically obedient?

· people fall and don’t get up

· people turn away and don’t return

What further complaints does God have with the people of Jerusalem?

· why have they turned away in the first place

· why do they then refuse to return

· they don’t say the right things

· they don’t repent of their wickedness

· they are headstrong like a horse out of control

How do people today turn away from God?  How do they get to the point that they ask, “What have I done?”

· quit participating in worship with others

· neglect God’s Word, reject God’s commands

· involved predominately in worldly pursuits

· choose materialism over knowing and serving God

· humanistic attitudes (don’t sense a need for God)

God said that no one repented of wickedness.  What is the danger of feeling no guilt or shame for sin?

· shows a loss of sensitivity of conscience

· no standard of what is really right and wrong

· not able to know when in spiritual jeopardy

· not able to change, repent, make things right

· shows evidence of rejecting or discarding the conviction by the Holy Spirit

· if this continues it results in a hardened heart 

· it becomes harder and harder to sense what God’s Spirit is trying to tell you

What animal analogies does God give as a contrast to describe how people act?

· people pursue their own course, like a horse charging into battle

· a stork who knows her appointed seasons

· the dove, swift, and thrush know when to migrate

· God says His people don’t know God’s requirements

How can someone  not know God’s requirements?

· ignore or neglect reading and studying Scripture

· ignore, reject preaching and teaching of God’s Word

· fail to communicate with God in prayer

· don’t pray to ask for God’s guidance
3.2 Avoid Superficial Responses
Listen for people who think they are wise.
Jeremiah 8:8-13 (NIV) " 'How can you say, "We are wise, for we have the law of the Lord," when actually the lying pen of the scribes has handled it falsely? [9] The wise will be put to shame; they will be dismayed and trapped. Since they have rejected the word of the Lord, what kind of wisdom do they have? [10] Therefore I will give their wives to other men and their fields to new owners. From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit. [11] They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. "Peace, peace," they say, when there is no peace. [12] Are they ashamed of their loathsome conduct? No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush. So they will fall among the fallen; they will be brought down when they are punished, says the Lord. [13] " 'I will take away their harvest, declares the Lord. There will be no grapes on the vine. There will be no figs on the tree, and their leaves will wither. What I have given them will be taken from them.' " 
 How did the people claim to be wise?
· they claimed to have the law of the Lord
According to verse 8, what was wrong with this thinking?

· the scribes had handled copying of the law falsely

· thus, they had lied to the people

What kind of false wisdom do people today claim?

· attitude that alternate lifestyles are perfectly OK

· material gain is what is really important

· humanistic worldview – man is really god of his own destiny

· agnostic view, if there is a God/Higher Being, we could never know Him or interact with Him – He has no interest in us

· there’s nothing wrong with substances like alcohol or drugs, as long as we don’t use them to excess

What further descriptions of guilt do you see here?

· they rejected the world of the Lord

· all were greedy for gain, practicing deceit

· they falsely claim “Peace”

· not ashamed of their conduct

What was wrong with prophets and priests reassuring people with “Peace, peace”?

· it gave them a false sense of security

· they didn’t know to repent if they thought nothing was wrong

· you can’t fix a problem you don’t know exists

· pretending all is OK adds confusion and fear

What are some ways the church sometimes deals superficially with the brokenness of those affected by sin?

· we just tell them to go away

· we don’t deal with what led to their problem

· instead of trying to redeem them, we reject them

· we may also pretend that no problem exists

What did God say would happen to people who wrongly claimed to be wise?

· they would be put to shame

· they would be dismayed and trapped

· they would lose their families and their properties

What are consequences of sin in people’s lives today?

· dysfunctional families

· families destroyed – split 

· health problems

· emotional problems

· criminal punishments

· lack of peace (even though leaders claim “Peace, peace”)

Note:

· some consequences are immediate

· some consequences may be delayed – in this life or even beyond

3.3 Reflect God’s Broken-Heartedness
Listen for why Jeremiah was mourning.
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 (NIV) O my Comforter in sorrow, my heart is faint within me. [19] Listen to the cry of my people from a land far away: "Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King no longer there?" "Why have they provoked me to anger with their images, with their worthless foreign idols?" [20] "The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved." [21] Since my people are crushed, I am crushed; I mourn, and horror grips me. [22] Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then is there no healing for the wound of my people? [9:1] Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears! I would weep day and night for the slain of my people. 
Separate the questions in the passage to those asked by the people and the questions Jeremiah asks.

	People’s Questions
	Jeremiah’s Questions

	· Is the Lord not in Zion?

· Is her King no longer there?

· Harvest is past, summer ended, and we are not saved.
	· Is there no balm in Gilead?

· Is there no physician there?

· Why is there no healing for the wound of my people?


What are some words that would describe Jeremiah’s mood?

· despair

· sorrow

· anger

· depressed

· upset

· mourning

· horror

· crushed

What was God’s answer to Jeremiah’s pleading? (8:19)

· Why have the people provoked me to anger with their images?

· Why do they worship worthless foreign idols?

Jeremiah is known as the weeping prophet … weeping over the lost souls of his people.  Why is it we sometimes despair more over a lost material item than over a lost soul?
· we think those lost souls are just dumb, acting that way

· our attitude is “they made their choice, let them live with it”

· we have the wrong priorities in our lives

· we don’t have God’s perspective – one of love and compassion

· we don’t allow God to produce in us the Fruit of the Spirit, including:  love, patience, kindness, gentleness

We can also have hardened hearts, failing to grieve over the sin we see around us.  Why do you think that happens?

· we might be too close to that sin ourselves

· we tend to barricade ourselves inside our churches … good people here, bad people outside … have nothing to do with those heathen

· again, we fail to allow God’s Spirit to display through our lives a compassion for others

· we focus on self – we are ethnocentric or religion centric – “only people like me are worth looking at, worrying about, helping”
4. Application
4.1 From God’s point of view, sin is unnatural and irrational.
· You get up from a physical fall, why not get up from moral falls?
· You learn to turn around when you have taken the wrong road.  In a similar manner, learn to turn away from sin and change direction to follow God

4.2 Many people who think they are wise, act like fools by rejecting God.
· Remember that you are accountable for your choices and actions

· As a leader (in a church or even in your family), consider yourself particularly accountable not to lead others astray
4.3 We should hate sin but love sinners … this is God’s way.
· Remember that sin is rebellion against a loving God

· Allow God to give you a compassion for those He loves … even though they have rebelled against Him
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