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Life in the Community

1. Motivate

What’s the kindest thing someone has ever done for you?
· sat with me during spouse’s operation

· brought food when we had a health crisis

· prayed for me faithfully for years

· shared Jesus with me

· helped me pass a course in school

· befriended me when I was new

· loaned me a car for an extended period

· helped me put my house back together when a storm landed a tree on the roof

· confronted me when I was straying from God

2. Transition

Loving Jesus means personally helping those in need.
· Jesus speaks to this issue in our lesson today

· When we minister to others, it is as if we are doing so to Him
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Returns
Listen for a separation.
Matthew 25:31-34 (NIV)   "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33  He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.. … 41  "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
What words and phrases did Jesus use in describing his second coming?

· He will come in glory

· all his angels will come with him

· He will sit on His throne in heavenly glory

· all the nations will be gathered before Him
How will Jesus divide humanity? 

· He will separate people from one another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats

· “sheep” on the right (the favored side)

· “goats” on the left

What will Jesus say to the "goats" on His left? (25:41)
· Depart from me you who are cursed

· into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels 
What is sobering about a day of judgment?

· reminder that we will one day be held accountable for our actions and attitudes

· make us think about what we should (or should not) be doing

What is reassuring about a day of judgment? 

· all people will receive what they deserve

· people will not be getting away with all the bad things they’ve been doing

· faith and obedience will be rewarded

( Not only will our lives be judged on whether or not we have made a profession of faith in Jesus …

· we will be evaluated as to how we have demonstrated Jesus’ love to others around us

3.2 Opportunities for Service
Listen for Jesus in disguise.
Matthew 25:34-36 (NIV)  "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35  For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36  I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'
 What will Jesus say to those on His right? 
· come you who are blessed by my Father

· take your inheritance

· the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world
Because they were blessed of the Father, what had been prepared for them? 
· an inheritance

· a kingdom prepared for you

· in the process of being prepared since the creation of the world

What means did Jesus use to describe what the blessed of (the) Father were like and how they had acted toward Him? 
· fed Him when He was hungry

· provided something to drink when He was thirsty

· invited Him in as a stranger

· gave clothes when needed them

· looked after Him when sick

· visited Him in prison

Although Jesus was addressing the issue of final judgment, what do His words remind us about the Christian ethic of caring for others?
· people in need all around us

· many kinds of needs

· we have resources that can meet those needs

· we can demonstrate the love of Jesus to them
What modern circumstances come to mind when you read these verses?
· seeing folks panhandling on street corners

· homeless people who need help

· rescue missions

· reaching out to people who have experienced tragedies – both in our country and around the world

What keeps us from reaching out to those who need our help?
· inertia … can’t get ourselves going

· lack of compassion

· selfishness

· think “they could be working hard like I do”

What emotions do you experience when you encounter someone in need?

· put off

· sad

· embarrassed

· compassionate

· wish you could do more

· wish you didn’t have to do anything

· wonder what would really help them, not just put a little bandage on a major injury
· they’re too far away for me to really help them

What are some specific ministries our church may consider?

· feeding the poor 
· ministering to the homeless 
· prison ministry 
· visiting nursing homes 
· visiting patients in hospitals 
· after-school programs
3.3 Serving Jesus
Listen for who  is surprised.
Matthew 25:37-40 (NIV) "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 40  "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'
How will the “sheep” respond to Jesus’ words on that day? 

· when was it we ministered to you?

· those who were hungry, thirsty, need, sick, in prison … how was that a ministry to You, Lord?

How did the King explain how they had served Him even though they did not realize it? 
· when you helped needy people …

· you did it for Jesus

How do people usually determine whether they will be nice to somebody?

· if they will be nice back

· if they like you

· if there’s a benefit to be gained (business, politics, etc.)

· if they have time, energy, resources

· if it doesn’t require me to go too far out of my way

How would your behavior change if you treated each person in your life as if he or she were Jesus?

· be a lot more polite

· be quick to help

· act with kindness

· treat them like they were really Somebody

What should motivate us to serve others – especially those not able to pay or who may not appreciate help?

· the example of the Lord’s love for them

· God’s command – go and reach people who need Jesus

· the 2nd greatest commandment, love your neighbor as yourself

How does serving others translate into serving Jesus (as implied in the passage)?

· we do it because we love Jesus

· we do it in response to what Jesus has done for us … not necessarily because we have some deep feeling for the needy person

· we are God’s instruments, God’s tools

· ultimately we are serving God

With so many needs in our community, how do we decide whom to help?
· pray about what ministry the Lord might have for us 

· do what we can

· volunteer … as an individual, as a group

· ask for advice from church staff
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Application
Start small. 

· You will see someone who needs help this week. 

· Step in and help, without making a judgment call about whether or not he or she deserves help. 

Work together. 

· As a group, identify a need in your group or church and create a strategy for helping that person or family through whatever hardship they are facing. 

Get involved. 

· Look into the ways your church serves and ministers to those in need—both inside the church family and outside. 

· Invest your time and energies in working in one of those ministries.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson. The Secret Message is: �Loving Jesus means personally helping those in need.








Letters for the secret message are hidden between these words in the word search grid. When you find all the words, the hidden message will be revealed.





The secret message:
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ANGELS


BROTHERS


CLOTHES


DEPART


GLORY


GOATS


HUNGRY


INHERITANCE


KING


KINGDOM


LEFT


NATIONS


PRISON


RIGHT


RIGHTEOUS


SEPARATE


SHEEP


SICK


STRANGER


THIRSTY


THRONE


VISITED
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