7/30/2017
Objections Overruled

1. Motivate

What are some typical excuses people give for avoiding challenges?

· fear

· too busy

· costs too much in energy

· I like it the way things are

· never done that before

· might fail

· don’t know how to do that

2. Transition

Today we look at how Moses wanted to avoid a challenge.
· Sometimes we feel the same way about what God wants us to do,

· The reality is God will work though us despite our shortcomings.
3. Bible Study

3.1 God Is with You
Listen for the task God has for Moses.
Exodus 3:11-12 (NIV)  But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 12  And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain."
What do we know about the context for this conversation between God and Moses?
· Moses a shepherd

· sees a bush burning, but not being consumed

· God uses this to catch his attention, then to communicate with him

· Moses was a Hebrew who had left Egypt to avoid a murder charge

· now God wants him to go back and lead his people out of slavery 

What was Moses’ response to God’s challenge? 

· who am I?

· you want me?

What are some of the fears you think Moses was feeling?
· does anyone still want me for the man who was killed?

· will my people accept me as a leader?

· I probably speak with a funny accent after these 40 years

· being a shepherd is pretty easy compared to assuming leadership of hundreds of thousands (millions?) of people 
· it’s going to be “in your face” with the Pharaoh, no small task

When have you felt inadequate to do something God wanted you to do? 
· sing a solo for special music

· teach a Bible study (children, teens, adult)

· serve on a committee

· witness to a neighbor

· be in charge of a special church program (Christmas, Easter, etc.)

How did God reassure Moses that he could face his challenge? 

· I will be with you

· you will have a sign that it is I (God) who have sent you

· when you bring the people out, you will end up right here on this mountain to worship Me
What assurances do we have that God is with us when He wants us to do something?

· promises in the Bible

· indwelling Holy Spirit to guide us, empower us, speak through us

· encouragement from fellow believers

· prayer support from others

How can we know that God is there, even if we don’t sense it or “feel” his presence?

· scripture assures us off God’s presence

· God promises to be with us

· the Spirit of God dwells within the believer … empowers us for service

· God wants us to trust Him, believe what He tells us

· it’s a matter of faith

3.2 God Created You Just as You Are
Listen for  more excuses.
Exodus 4:10-12 (NIV)  Moses said to the LORD, "O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue." 11  The LORD said to him, "Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 12  Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say."
 What reasons did Moses offer to excuse his acceptance of the assignment? 
· I’ve never been eloquent

· never was before, still don’t feel eloquent

· I’m slow of speech

· slow of tongue
What do you think might have been possible explanations of Moses’ “slow of speech” problem? 

·  psychological 

·  educational. 

· speech impediment

· he had gained a different accent … figured he sounded like a hillbilly shepherd

· maybe he still had an Egyptian accent, from growing up in the palace

When you are faced with challenges that require overcoming your weaknesses, how do you tend to respond? 
· not me

· why me?

· worry, dread
· loss of sleep

· when you worry, when you doubt, run in circles, scream and shout!

· avoidance, rationalization, procrastination

· offer excuses

What logic does God use on Moses?

· who do you think created your ability to speak (your mouth)

· who is it that can take away these same abilities?

· what about sight or blindness … who can give or take it away

· I can give you the words you need, the logic, the courage

· you go and I will help you, teach you

How does the fact that God made us qualify Him to help us?

· He is the expert

· He is the designer … He can fix whatever is wrong

· He can give the skills at any point … at birth, as a young person, as a mature adult

What other kinds of skills does God sometimes give us so we can minister for Him?

· emotional strength and stability

· physical recovery

· wisdom for administration

· wisdom to make important decisions

· musical skills

· courage to be a witness, skills to memorize scripture

Why do you think God would choose a spokesman who wasn’t a confident speaker?

· Moses (and everyone who knew him) would realize it was God who accomplished it, not Moses

· Moses would be forced to depend on God, not even attempt to try it on his own

· God would be credited with the miracle, not the man who was his spokesman

3.3 God Gives You All You Need
Listen for God’s instructions.
Exodus 4:13-17 (NIV)  But Moses said, "O Lord, please send someone else to do it." 14  Then the LORD's anger burned against Moses and he said, "What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and his heart will be glad when he sees you. 15  You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach you what to do. 16  He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to him. 17  But take this staff in your hand so you can perform miraculous signs with it."
What turned out to be the real issue for Moses’ reluctance to accept the mission the Lord had for him? 
· wanted someone else to do it

· he was just plain scared, didn’t think he could do it
How did the Lord respond to him? 
· God’s anger burned against Moses

· God suggests his brother Aaron

In what way did the Lord adapt His plan to equip Moses to carry it out? 

· Aaron is a good speaker

· in fact, he’s on his way to meet you

· he’ll be glad to see you

· you will speak to him, he will use your words and ideas

· I’ll help both of you

· he will speak to the people for you
In practical terms, what was Aaron to be to Moses? 
· Moses’ spokesperson

· it will be “as if he were your mouth”

· like “you were God to him”

· Moses would tell him what to say

· he would guide his brother, he would direct him
What is the significance of the Lord urging Moses to take the rod with him to Egypt?
· would be a tool

· would be used to perform miraculous signs

· would be a “visual aid”

Why does God put certain challenges before us? 
· to demonstrate His power and enabling

· to accomplish His purposes in the ministry and outreach of His church

· to enable us to grow spiritually

· so we learn to trust Him more
How will you benefit whenever you trust God with the challenges you face? 
· spiritual growth

· new enabling

· learn that God’s power is at work in your life

· able to give assurances to others of God’s power and authority and love for each of us

· even as you grow older, you can finish strong and trust God to accomplish more and more for Him
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Application
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Deal with the past. 

· Moses’ past sins affected his outlook and posture in life. 

· What temptations tend to come up repeatedly for you? What sins do you often commit? 

· Ask the Lord to free you from those chains. 
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Focus on the present. 

· When you wake up each morning, start your day by praying something like … 

Be accountable. 

· One of the best ways to overcome your shortcomings is by sharing them with others and inviting others to keep you accountable. 

· This is one of the key attributes to being a disciple of Christ— building relationships with others and living unashamed. 

· Whom can you ask to keep you accountable in your walk with Christ?
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.


Secret Message:   God wants to work through you.





“Lord, here I am. I ask that You would use me today. Please speak to me and through me today. I offer up to You the work that I need to accomplish, as well as every interaction I have.”





Alright fellow spies, to determine the secret message, unscramble each of the clue words.  Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.





Secret Message Puzzle
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