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Overcome Being Forgotten

1. Motivate

What item have you rediscovered that you forgot you had?  How did you rediscover it?

· tools stuck at the bottom of the toolbox

· food that had been at the back of the pantry for a long time

· clothes at the back of the closet

· sports equipment that you had not used

· furniture stored in the attic for more than a generation

· stuff left with your parents when you left home and discover when you start to empty out their house

· things you had packed in boxes for a move and they never got unpacked

2. Transition

Maybe there was a time when you felt forgotten.

· This week we look at how Joseph probably felt that way

· We will learn from him not to be defeated by circumstances

3. Bible Study

3.1 Joseph Kept His Focus
Listen for Joseph’s new “job.”
Genesis 39:21-23 (NIV) 21  the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22  So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23  The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph's care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.

In what ways does this episode parallel Joseph’s rise to success in Potiphar’s house?

· the Lord was with him

· God granted him kindness and favor in the eyes of the prison warden

· Joseph put in charge of everything happening

What evidence suggests that Joseph made diligent effort even in dark circumstances?

· he was given responsibility

· he worked hard and did a good job

· God gave him success in all he did

When have you questioned God due to your circumstances?

· in health crises

· in financial reversals

· when family members get “off track”

· when people we have depended on fail us

What is your first reaction when someone acts unjustly towards you?

· revenge

· anger

· disappointment

· gonna fix this!

· how could they do that to me?

· who do they think they are?

Why do our circumstances affect our view of God’s love and loyalty to us?

· when something bad happens, we wonder “where was God, why didn’t He protect me?”

· when things are going well, it’s easy to say, “God is good all the time!”

· when things are bad it’s much harder to say that, or even believe that

· we cannot always understand God’s purposes short term or even long term

· we don’t know the background of what God is doing

· look at Job, he really struggled with what had happened …  not only with what God allowed, but with his “friends”

So, how do we remain faithful when we find ourselves where we didn’t expect to be?

· keep making the right choices

· keep trusting God

· talk to God, tell Him your troubles/problems

· ask God to help you know what to do

· do what you know is right, even though things are falling apart around you

3.2 Joseph Cared for Others
Listen for two dreamers.
Genesis 40:5-8 (NIV) 5  each of the two men--the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison--had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. 6  When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 7  So he asked Pharaoh's officials who were in custody with him in his master's house, "Why are your faces so sad today?" 8  "We both had dreams," they answered, "but there is no one to interpret them." Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams."

 What did Joseph ask Pharaoh’s officials, and what was their answer? 
· why do you look so sad?

· they both had dreams

· the same night

· the dreams were disturbing

· they believed the dreams were quite meaningful and they needed to know the interpretation

· being in prison, they figured there was no one there who could give the interpretation

What did Joseph say about dreams? (40:8) 
· interpretations belong to God

· tell me the dreams

How might Joseph have recognized that he was in prison for a purpose?

· he was given responsibility

· God’s blessing was still upon him

· he was still shown favor by the person in charge

· he could still sense God’s presence and guidance
So, what about dreams … does God speak through dreams in general or just in certain situations? 

· not always, maybe through certain dreams

· generally our dreams are goofy … all the people we know from different contexts (work, school, childhood, church, relatives) who never knew each other come along and interact

· maybe God is working in our lives and our subconscious responds to that process

· the dream might be the result of God’s Holy Spirit at work in our heart and mind

· in general, however, our dreams are a bit goofy

Do you think the ability to interpret dreams a common spiritual gift or a limited, biblical experience?
· we have much more revelation via the scriptures

· folks in OT times had very little special revelation

· God certainly can and did use dreams and their interpretations to impress certain messages on people

What do you find most remarkable about Joseph’s faith?

· bad things just keep on happening

· and yet, he keeps “landing on his feet” 

· in whatever bad situation he finds himself, he sees God’s favor

· he proves himself faithful in doing the work he is given

· the people who are in charge can actually see or sense that God’s blessing is on him (and they have their own deities, they have no prior knowledge of Jehovah)

What are some little ways that allow us to demonstrate God’s concern to others?

· we find about someone’s recent problem (family, health, an accident …)

· we can be someone who is willing to listen

· sometimes just listening to them share is helpful for them
· other times we might have the capability to offer help

· we can pray with them, right there … and promise to keep praying

3.3 Joseph Forgotten Again
Listen for who is forgetful.
Genesis 40:20-23 (NIV) 20  Now the third day was Pharaoh's birthday, and he gave a feast for all his officials. He lifted up the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief baker in the presence of his officials: 21  He restored the chief cupbearer to his position, so that he once again put the cup into Pharaoh's hand, 22  but he hanged the chief baker, just as Joseph had said to them in his interpretation. 23  The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.

What happened at Pharaoh’s birthday party?  
· gave a feast for all the officials

· as a part of the celebration, he brought the baker and cupbearer out of prison

· by special dispensation he restored the cupbearer

· maybe as part of the rowdy entertainment, he hanged the baker

What did the chief cupbearer do?
· he went back to work

· he forgot about Joseph and his help 

· maybe he didn’t want to press his recent good fortune and impose on Pharaoh

In what kinds of situations have you felt forgotten?

· family forgot your birthday

· spouse forgot anniversary

· someone else got a promotion and you were passed over … no reason given

· someone else got credit for the hard work you did

· no one thanked you for the good job you did on a project

· you were promised a raise, but it never happened

· your parents or a family member promised to do something really neat for you but they didn’t

Joseph kept on being used of God, even when betrayed and forgotten.  When have you felt God using you in a specific situation for His purposes?

· you were in the right place at the right time and were able to offer encouragement or give prayer support

· you happened on an accident and were able to render aid

· a neighbor is trying to make a repair on their house or car, and you just happened to have the right tool or knowledge of how to make it happen

· a student was struggling with an assignment and you were able to set them in the right direction

How can we be encouraged to keep doing what God has gifted us to do, even when you receive little or no credit for it?

· remember that we are each a member of the Body of Christ

· God intends that we minister to each other

· He gifts us with specific skills just for ministering to each other

· we need each other

· be ready and willing to put your Spiritual gift to use

· our spiritual gift is not used to bring glory to ourselves, it is to minister to fellow believers

4. Application
4.1 Acknowledge your role
· Believe that God has roles for all of His children in His kingdom.

· Each day this week ask the Lord how He wants to use you at this stage of your life

· Ask a trusted Christian friend to pray with you
4.2 Continue serving
· Remember that serving God is for His glory

· He gifts you to minister to fellow believers

· Be faithful in your service, whether or not you receive credit
4.3 Multiply yourself
· Pray this week about finding another person who shares your ministry desires but needs to develop his or her gift

· Invite that person to help you in your ministry

· Do what you can to assist in his/her spiritual growth.
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