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Redeemed from a Critical Spirit

1. Motivate

What comes to mind when you hear the word “critic”?

· movie critics

· the word “criticize”

· when someone reads your writing or critiques your efforts

· people that complain about what you have done

· people who complain

· usually criticism is negative

· fault finder

· detractor

· someone who disapproves or censures

2. Transition

A critical spirit damages our lives.

· Today we look at two Old Testament characters who criticized their leader

· We see how God deals with a critical spirit

3. Bible Study

3.1 Critical Spirit, Selfish Focus
Listen for who is complaining.
Numbers 12:1-3 (NLT)  While they were at Hazeroth, Miriam and Aaron criticized Moses because he had married a Cushite woman. 2  They said, “Has the LORD spoken only through Moses? Hasn’t he spoken through us, too?” But the LORD heard them. 3  (Now Moses was very humble—more humble than any other person on earth.)
We see it was Moses’ brother and sister who were criticizing him.  Why would that be surprising?

· Moses had been leading for some time now

· God’s hand upon Moses was obvious

· they also had leadership responsibilities

· why should they all of a sudden become jealous of Moses?

What did the conflict with Moses deal with?  
· God had spoken through Moses

· Moses was God’s spokes person

· they also had issue with his marriage to a Cushite/Midianite  

What do you think caused Miriam to lose focus at this point in the sequence of events?

· jealousy, Moses (their little brother) was getting the attention of the people 

· maybe she was upset at Moses getting a new wife (possibly the first wife had died)

· maybe she was also jealous that Moses had a spouse – (no mention of made of her having a husband)

· seems like she was being passed by on multiple levels

What do you think is the most ominous statement in these verses?  Why do you think so?

· “But the Lord heard them”

· sometimes we make comments of complaint or accusation

· maybe we just think them

· scary to think that God knows even our thoughts of criticism or complaint

· we are held responsible for what we say

What are some of the main motivations behind our desire to criticize?

· jealousy of others

· we like to think we know better, we are better, we could do better

· we don’t like the way things are being handled

· sometimes it’s just to make fun of others

· or we make a criticism as a joke, to provoke a laugh at someone else’s expense

What kind of man was Moses? 

· very humble, described as the most humble person on earth

· humble defined as, “showing a modest or low estimate of one's own importance”

· means that a person may have accomplished a lot, or be a lot but doesn't feel it is necessary to advertise or brag about it.

How would this help him (and us) deal with disappointments and opposition?

· what people say doesn’t matter so much

· my reputation matters less than my character

· I’m going to trust God … no matter what people say, no matter what happens

· God is bigger than these petty issues

3.2 God Rejects a Critical Spirit
Listen for how God deals with the criticism.
Numbers 12:4-11 (NLT) 4  So immediately the LORD called to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam and said, “Go out to the Tabernacle, all three of you!” So the three of them went to the Tabernacle. 5  Then the LORD descended in the pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the Tabernacle. “Aaron and Miriam!” he called, and they stepped forward. 6  And the LORD said to them, “Now listen to what I say: “If there were prophets among you, I, the LORD, would reveal myself in visions. I would speak to them in dreams. 7  But not with my servant Moses. Of all my house, he is the one I trust. 8  I speak to him face to face, clearly, and not in riddles! He sees the LORD as he is. So why were you not afraid to criticize my servant Moses?” 9  The LORD was very angry with them, and he departed. 10  As the cloud moved from above the Tabernacle, there stood Miriam, her skin as white as snow from leprosy. When Aaron saw what had happened to her, 11  he cried out to Moses, “Oh, my master! Please don’t punish us for this sin we have so foolishly committed.
How did the Lord call the people together who were involved in the conflict with Moses? 
· immediately called to all three

· sent them to the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting

· this was to be a confrontation by God concerning the statements by Aaron and Miriam
Although the Lord called all three siblings into His presence, to whom did the Lord direct His comments?

· spoke the names of Aaron and Miriam

· “now listen up, you two”

What did the Lord say about how He spoke to different people? 

· if there are prophets, I speak to them in dreams and visions

· But … with Moses (my servant), I trust Him more closely

· I speak to him face to face

· our communication is not in riddles, it is direct

· he sees Me without dreams or visions 

· he’s the only one I trust

· and you’re going to bad mouth him?

What did God then do?

· His anger burned against them

· He left them

· When the cloud of God’s presence lifted, Miriam had leprosy

How do you think God feels when we carry on with an attitude of complaining and accusing one another?

· God feels at the same time sadness and anger

· as believers, we bring shame on His name – especially when we act against those who minister

Why do you think God’s correction of Miriam was appropriate?

· it would have “stopped her cold” in her ongoing opposition of Moses

· it totally got her attention

· it forced her to be separated from everyone due to the contagious nature of leprosy

How did Aaron respond?

· Aaron pled with his brother to forgive their foolish sinful actions

· he also asked Moses to intercede with God for her condition

What does this response say to us about our responsibility when we criticize hurtfully or get criticized in a hurtful manner?

	When you criticize
	When others criticize you

	· be quick to confess (agree with God that it is sin)

· repent – resolve to cease and desist

· pursue forgiveness – from the injured party and from God
	· don’t hold it against them

· be willing to forgive

· pray for them

· act in ways that will restore relationships


3.3 God’s Discipline, Restoration
Listen for Miriam’s punishment.
Numbers 12:13-15 (NLT)   So Moses cried out to the LORD, “O God, I beg you, please heal her!” 14  But the LORD said to Moses, “If her father had done nothing more than spit in her face, wouldn’t she be defiled for seven days? So keep her outside the camp for seven days, and after that she may be accepted back.” 15  So Miriam was kept outside the camp for seven days, and the people waited until she was brought back before they traveled again.
Who gets hurt when conflicts are not resolved? 
· everyone

· people who spread the dissatisfaction or criticism hurt themselves by entertaining the criticism in their hearts

· people who are criticized are sidetracked by having to deal with the problem … both within their own minds and with others

What emotions do you sense behind Moses’ appeal to God?

· fear

· brotherly concern

· maybe Moses realized how close he, himself was to having a critical spirit

· humbled by God’s backing of him 100%
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God spoke to an apparent cultural practice of a father shaming a daughter.  

· this might have been a hypothetical situation, or a common practice

· spitting in a daughter’s face would show contempt and public humiliation

· the 7 days banishment to outside the camp would occur as disgrace or punishment

· God’s comment seems to say this would be minor in contrast to what Miriam had just done

· never the less, this would be Miriam’s punishment … 7 days banishment
How does Miriam’s sentence suggest the restorative grace of God exercised in His discipline on those who sin?

· there was discipline – behaviorist psychology calls this “negative reinforcement”

· at the same time, it was not permeant

· God would restore Miriam to the fellowship of the camp and family

· God’s goal is not to wipe out sinners, rather to restore them to fellowship with Him

· truth be told, we all have offended God in various ways … He does not strike us down, He works to restore us

How can we help one another avoid a critical spirit?

· confess your attitude to God,

· ask Him to change your heart

· when someone starts complaining or criticizing another in your presence, indicate you’d rather not have such a conversation

· when you do hear criticism, don’t pass it on 

Application
Watch your words

· Each day this week, meditate on Phil 2:3, “Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider others more important than yourselves”

· Let these concepts guide your words this week
Reject a critical spirit

· Ask God to reveal to you any evidence of jealousy or pride that is feeding a critical spirit in your life

· Note who you may have criticized recently

· Ask for God’s forgiveness

Affirm other people

· Practice the opposite of criticism … affirm one another

· Note their positive qualities, thank them for their contributions


Lecture points





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Criticism Crossword





Down


1. God called the three to the entrance of the _?_


2. Moses was a very _?_ man


4. Miriam had to stay _?_ the camp


6. God spoke to Moses face to _?_








Across


3. Moses' brother


5. Moses' sister


7. Why were you not afraid to _?_ my servant Moses?


8. Miriam's skin was white as snow from _?_
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