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Seeing or Recognizing

1. Motivate

How has someone recently surprised you with what he or she did or said?
· a birthday party

· went out to eat

· a special present

· remembered our anniversary

· kids came up with a really good idea

· got an award at work

· received a prize for the best _____

· neighbors moved without telling anyone (could be a good or bad surprise)

· someone at work just up and quit

2. Transition

Today we look at how all of Jesus friends were surprised by what they found.
· Even when they saw the risen Jesus, they were surprised!

· They (and we) need to recognize Jesus at work in our lives.

3. Bible Study

3.1 What Do You See?
Listen for what Mary found.
John 20:1-4 (NIV)   Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. [2] So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!"  [3] So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. [4] Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 

How do you usually respond to life’s unexpected events?

· laugh

· cry

· enjoy

· scratch head

· go on with life

Mary found the tomb empty … what thoughts would have run through your mind if  you unexpectedly discovered the empty tomb?

· Oh no, another thing gone wrong

· first they kill Him, now they steal, hide the body

· will the Pharisees and other religious leaders never give up

· how can this kind of thing happen

· who would be so nasty

Why do you think Mary assumed someone had taken the body?

· the idea of the resurrection did not enter her mind

· she might not have been privy to Jesus’ teachings about His return from death

· the controversy surrounding Jesus’ trial and execution suggested intrigue of some sort

· she expected the body to be there … in her mind the only way for it to be gone was a theft or removal by someone
What part to you think Mary’s emotions related to Jesus’ death play in her reaction to the empty tomb?

· all she could think of was her friend was gone

· the image of His suffering on the cross filled her mind

· there was no doubt He had died, painfully, horribly – she shared in that horror

· these feelings crowded out any knowledge she might have had about Jesus’ predicted resurrection

How do our emotions in a crisis prevent us from seeing the truth of a situation clearly?

· emotions are all that we can “hear” in our minds

· they “blind” us to reality

· emotions distract us from acting rationally

· in the extreme, they can cause depression and disable us from dealing with life 

Mary was searching for Jesus’ remains in the tomb, but not finding them.  Where do you see people searching for Jesus, searching for God but not finding Him?

· in church attendance, in doing good deeds to please God

· in mystical experiences (meditation, séances, etc.)

· sometimes in emotion-filled worship events

· in self-help books

· in the cults, in eastern religions – “there are many ways to God”

3.2 What Will Convince You?
Listen for Peter and John’s responses.
John 20:5-10 (NIV)     He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. [6] Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, [7] as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. [8] Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. [9] (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)   [10] Then the disciples went back to their homes, 

What did Peter discover when he arrived at the tomb? 

· strips of linen

· burial cloth

· cloth folded up, separate from linen

Look for all the times the word “saw” occurs in the passage.  List who saw what.

· Peter saw strips of linin

· Peter saw the burial cloth from the head

· John saw empty tomb (and believed)

How do you think John’s seeing was different from the others’ seeing?

· He saw and believed

· they just saw things out of place – they saw “stuff”

· he saw and began to remember

· he made the connection of the empty tomb and Jesus’ teachings that He would arise from the dead

What questions can you think of that John still might have had?

· how did this happen?

· when did this happen?

· what does all this mean?

· so, where is Jesus now?

· what was it that Jesus said before about all of this?

What kinds of questions do even believers have today about Jesus’ resurrection?

· what did the event look like?  (We’re used to seeing instant replays or news video)

· what about that “shroud of Turin”?

· why didn’t the disciples figure it out

· I wonder if I would have figured it out … easy to see now, but in that situation??

· Did He walk out, float out, just disappear, get “beamed up”?

What are some situations when we simply need to trust God without full understanding of what is going on?
· when out of work

· when facing a life threatening illness

· when you suddenly, unexpectedly lose someone close to you

· when you hit bottom and things cannot get worse (but do anyway)
· when a child rebels

How does the empty tomb give us hope?

· Jesus did not die and cease to exist

· Jesus rose again to give us eternal life

· Jesus was not defeated by death

· We may experience physical death (as He did) but we will experience spiritual life eternally

Consider elements of our faith that we believe but don’t fully understand …

· the Trinity

· the indwelling of the Holy Spirit

· why God would love us enough to die for us

· the how of creation and the universe

· the when of the Second Coming of Christ

( It is entirely possible to place  your faith in trust in Jesus by believing in His death and resurrection without fully understanding the theology regarding salvation

3.3 How Will You Respond to Jesus?
Listen for what it took for Mary to recognize Jesus.
John 20:11-18 (NIV) but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb [12] and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. [13] They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." [14] At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. [15] "Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him." [16] Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). [17] Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' " [18] Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her. 
What different things did Mary see now?

· the tomb

· two angels seated in the tomb

· someone she thought was the gardener

· the “gardener” turned out to be Jesus

How did Jesus respond to Mary’s grief?

· Why are you crying?

· Who are you looking for?

· got her attention

· spoke so she would recognize His voice

Mary didn’t recognize Jesus at first.  What are some reasons we might fail to see Jesus’ presence at work in our lives?

· we are not thinking on a spiritual level,  only a rational level

· our minds are filled with temporal issues

· we see only the problems

· we are lacking God’s Truth, God’s perspectives

· we have a worldly mindset

What can we do to better recognize God’s presence at work in our lives and in the world around us?

· practice God’s presence

· make a conscious effort to see God’s workings in nature

· regularly read what God has to say in His Word

· talk to Him daily … share your joys and frustrations, your praise and thanksgiving

· talk to other people about what God has done for you, communicate your faith

We see Mary going from crying, to clinging, to telling about Jesus’ resurrection.  What changed her (and should change our) direction?

· realization that Jesus is alive

· obeying Jesus’ command to go and tell others

· realization that even we can have a personal relationship with a risen Jesus

4. Application
4.1 Some people are searching for the Lord but feel they cannot find Him.
· When they cannot find what or for whom they are looking, they despair

· When you are close to Jesus, you can help people find Him 

· Know Jesus, know peace … No Jesus, no peace!

4.2 Many people get excited when they hear that something unusual has happened and they want to check it out for themselves.
· Some people merely turn away when they learn that Jesus is alive.

· Learning that Jesus is alive should lead to faith and to a new life.

· You can believe without knowing much of the Bible … but knowing what God says helps your belief in all that God is doing … so read it and heed it!
4.3  Remember that He is now not only the risen, but the ascended Lord

· As Lord, He seeks to be in command of our lives

· One of His most important commands is to tell others the Good News that HE IS RISEN!   HE IS RISEN, INDEED!
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