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Solomon: Unfailing Wisdom

1. Motivate

What have you fantasized you would ask for if you had three wishes? 

· car

· travel

· boat

· house

· toys

· popularity

· power

· cruise

· fame

· accomplish something great

· sports star

· be a genius

2. Transition

One great wish would be to have the skill and intelligence to accomplish something great.

· We would soon discover that knowledge alone is not enough

· Christ-centered living chooses wisdom from God, not simply knowledge.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Prayer for Wisdom
Listen for a great offer.
1 Kings 3:3-9 (NIV)  Solomon showed his love for the LORD by walking according to the statutes of his father David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places. 4  The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5  At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you." 6  Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 7  "Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8  Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 9  So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?"
How did Solomon show that he loved God? 
· obeying his father David’s statutes

· offered sacrifices in Gibeon

· 1000 burnt offerings on the altar
What did God say to Solomon in a dream while he was at Gibeon? 
· God appeared during the night in a dream

· told Solomon to ask for whatever you want to give me

· very much like the genie’s three wishes situation

How did Solomon see his own place in the history of God and Israel? 
· noted God’s kindness to David

· noted his father’s faithfulness and righteousness and being upright in heart

· declared God’s kindness in putting him (Solomon) on the throne as a continuation of power
What did Solomon find humbling about being king? 
· he felt like a young child

· didn’t feel competent to carry out his responsibilities

· it was a large nation

· lots of people to rule

· hard judgments to make
What kinds of situations are we called to deal with that make us feel similarly inadequate to deal with our responsibilities – overwhelmed and under equipped?

· raising our children in an evil world

· dealing with children with various kinds of disabilities

· pressure on the job

· financial stresses (bills, abused credit cards, unforeseen financial emergencies)

· dealing with aging parents

· family relationships (marriages, siblings, wayward children, etc.)

Given the opportunity to ask God "for whatever you want [Him] to give you," what sort of request would you expect from our human nature? 
· a treasury full of gold and precious jewels

· a beautiful wife

· power to defeat any enemy

· a large and capable army

· popularity with the people

· long and easy life

So, what request did Solomon make of God and for what purpose? 
· give me a discerning heart to govern

· help me distinguish between right and wrong

· these are your people

· they are a great people 

· I need your help to govern them

What’s the difference between wisdom and book smarts?
	Book Smarts
	Wisdom

	· collection of facts

· know what other people say

· able to quote facts and figures
	· able to judge right and wrong

· able to use the facts and knowledge in the best way

· understanding, insight

· problem solving skills


3.2 God Gives Wisdom
Listen for God’s response.
1 Kings 3:10-14 (NIV)   The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11  So God said to him, "Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12  I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 13  Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for--both riches and honor--so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 14  And if you walk in my ways and obey my statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life."
 What other things does God note that  Solomon might have asked for when God gave him one request? 
· long life

· wealth for yourself

· death for enemies
What did God promise to give Solomon?

· gave him what he asked for

· a wise and discerning heart

· he would be uniquely wise 

· and God would give him things he did not ask for … riches and honor

· he would have no equal among kings

· if he continued to obey God’s statutes and commands he would also have a long life
We earlier mentioned ways in which we often need wisdom.  Why are riches and honor of less ultimate value than wisdom? 
· riches get spent and disappear

· honor comes and goes with the fickle attitudes of people 

· what is honored one year may become despised soon after

· wisdom gives enabling to multiply the riches you have

· wisdom sees what is important in the future

· able to problem solve, deal with new issues as they come along
How do we gain wisdom and apply it in our daily lives?

· daily communication with God

· reading, meditating on His Words

· talking to God in prayer … seeking His guidance

· counsel from mature believers

· wisdom from fellow believers, the Body of Christ, the Church

Compare Solomon’s situation with Jesus’ promise of Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  What similarities do you see?

· there are more important things than wealth and power

· Solomon (and we) must pursue knowing and depending on God first

· when we put God as the priority in our lives, He will provide abundantly all of life’s needs

3.3 Benefits of Wisdom
Listen for wisdom demonstrated.
1 Kings 4:29-34 (NIV)   God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore. 30  Solomon's wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. 31  He was wiser than any other man, including Ethan the Ezrahite--wiser than Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol. And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations. 32  He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five. 33  He described plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of walls. He also taught about animals and birds, reptiles and fish. 34  Men of all nations came to listen to Solomon's wisdom, sent by all the kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom.
According to verse 29, what were God’s primary gifts to Solomon? 
· wisdom

· very great insight

· breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore
How did Solomon’s wisdom compare to that of the wisest men of his day? 
· greater than the wisdom of all the men of the East

· greater than all the wisdom of Egypt

· wiser than any other man, including …
What were some of Solomon’s intellectual accomplishments? 
· spoke 3000 proverbs

· wrote 1005 songs (psalms)

· described plant life … botany

· taught about animals … zoology 

· known in neighboring nations as an expert on many topics
What makes wisdom attractive and causes others to seek it out?

· inquiring minds want to know

· people are always searching for more knowledge

· people are interested both in basic science and applied science

· new discoveries lead to new applications that benefit others and are opportunities to make money

How do you maintain a balance between sharing God’s wisdom and avoiding offering unwanted advice?
· trust for God’s wisdom to know when to speak and what to say

· live a life that invites others to come to you for help

· be interested in others, not just in spouting your knowledge and opinions

· share when asked

· minister to people you see are in need
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Application
Read. 

· True wisdom is found in reading God’s Word.

· Commit yourself to read one chapter from the Book of Proverbs each day this month.

Memorize. 

· Memorize Proverbs 9:10, a proverb written by Solomon: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”
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Secret Message from Solomon
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.


The secret message is: Christ-centered living chooses wisdom from God, not simply knowledge.





Meet. 


Who is one person whose wisdom you could benefit from? Contact that person and request to meet one on one so that you can learn from his or her insights.


Or consider being a mentor to someone who could benefit from the wisdom God has given you.





Unscramble each of the clue words.  Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.





More Family Activities at � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/y9a9swqt" �http://tinyurl.com/y9a9swqt�
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