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Stand Your Ground

1. Motivate

If a colleague of yours were doing something wrong, what are some different ways you could confront that person?
· email

· storm into their office

· chat with him/her over a meal

· ask the person about the situation … why, how, etc.

· or we could just ignore the situation and let whatever is going to happen take place

What kind of responses could happen from these different approaches?

· taken as an insult

· you are turned in for harassment

· you lose a friend

· you might rescue the person if they didn’t realize what was really wrong

· then you might save a friendship

2. Transition

Today we look at a confrontation which Paul had to make 
· We consider when and why you need to stand your ground.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Presentation
Listen for problems Paul faced.
Galatians 2:1-5 (NIV)   Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus along also. [2] I went in response to a revelation and set before them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. But I did this privately to those who seemed to be leaders, for fear that I was running or had run my race in vain. [3] Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. [4] This matter arose because some false brothers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. [5] We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might remain with you. 

According to verse 2, why did Paul seize the opportunity to meet with the other apostles? 

· he had a revelation

· he was challenged to preach the Gospel among the Gentiles

· told the leaders

· wanted affirmation from the leaders

· didn’t want to waste his time and efforts

Even though Paul asserted his independence from the apostles, how did he also show his solidarity with them?

· sought their counsel

· wanted their support for the direction of his ministry

· wanted to be united in reaching all people with the Gospel message

Why was it important for Paul to have the apostles’ approval?

· wanted to be united in reaching people for Jesus

· wanted them to be working with him

· wanted them to be assured that he was working with the church, not against them (as in his former life)

What did the “false brothers” do? (2:4)

· “false brothers” had been hassling Titus

· he was Greek (Gentile) but they said he should be circumcised anyway

Why was it significant that Titus (a Gentile) was not compelled to be circumcised (the sign of becoming a Jew)
· Paul saw it as an issue of salvation being by faith alone

· it is not faith plus some specific actions

The “false brothers” (also known as Judiazers) were Jewish Christians who tried to force Jewish law on Gentile Christians.  In what ways do some Christians today try to impose rules on others?

· how to dress, style of hair, jewelry, makeup

· what kind of entertainment to participate in

· Sunday (Sabbath) observance

· which version of the Bible to use

· style of worship

· style of prayer (King James “thee” and “thou” required)

· what “juice” is actually supposed to be used in communion?  what “bread”?

How can you tell whether what you’re standing your ground on is truly biblical or is simply your preference?  How can we make sure we are preserving the “truth of the gospel”?
· first of all, know what the Truth of the gospel is

· need to be daily reading and meditating and applying God’s Word

· pray for wisdom in applying and interpreting God’s Word

· may need to seek godly counsel

3.2 Affirmation
Listen for a diversity of ministry.
Galatians 2:6-10 (NIV)   As for those who seemed to be important--whatever they were makes no difference to me; God does not judge by external appearance--those men added nothing to my message. [7] On the contrary, they saw that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the Jews. [8] For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles. [9] James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews. [10] All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. 

How did James, Peter, and John respond to Paul’s mission? 

· they agreed with Paul

· they did not require any works to be added to faith

· they agreed that Paul’s role of ministry was to reach out mainly to Gentiles

· it paralleled Peter’s role of ministering mainly to Jews

· it was obvious that God wanted all people to come to faith in Christ

Peter went to the Jews, and Paul to Gentiles.   What are some comparable situations today of different directions of ministry?

· different ethnic ministries within a denomination, even within a church

· different denominations

· we see different ethnic groups forming their own congregations or denominations

· how about different methods of church growth used by various congregations
· bus ministries

· Bible studies

· worship styles
· visitation

· youth ministries

· music ministries

· phone-a-thon 

What problems can result from these different emphases?

· success by one group with a particular emphasis might be interpreted as the only way to go

· different ethnic ministries might be construed as segregation, racist 

· what works for one congregation in a particular area of the country/world might not be practical in another

· we might try to force what works for us in America on foreign cultures in missions outreaches (we meet at 11:00 on Sunday AM … but that’s the hottest time of the day in the jungles of Indonesia or the Amazon)

Why do you think Paul and Peter tended to minister mainly to different groups?
· they had different experiences, different backgrounds

· as a fisherman, Peter may not have been considered an intellectual, but he had experienced Jesus’ teaching and mentoring … mainly to Jews

· with Paul’s philosophical training, he might have been more apt to interact with some of the different religions he encountered on his journeys

· the main reason for the diversity was God’s leading in their lives … 

· God prepares people for specific ministries … consider the concept of Spiritual Gifts

What types of diverse ministries exist within our church?

· children and youth ministries

· music, media, maintenance

· teaching, door to door witnessing, baking cookies for VBS

· specific prayer ministries

3.3 Confrontation
Listen for the confrontation.
Galatians 2:11-14 (NIV)   When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. [12] Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. [13] The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.   [14] When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 

Why did Peter feel free to eat with Gentiles initially?

· these were fellow believers

· they had repented of their sins and come to Jesus for salvation

· this was part of the Body of Christ

Who pressured Peter to stop eating with Gentiles?  Why?

· a group of men who believed in “faith plus obedience to the Law” had arrived

· these Gentile believers had come to Christ by faith alone, no “works” were required

· they were still unclean Gentiles, to be avoided by Jews, Christian or not

Why does it seem easier for Christians to live by rules and traditions than by faith?

· you can check off what you have done, what you have not done

· it is observable behavior … I did it, I didn’t do it

· faith is harder to measure, harder to demonstrate
· our “correct” behavior can be seen, even if our attitudes and motivations are all wrong … so we look “righteous”

What did Paul say in response to Peter’s hypocritical behavior? 

· Paul opposed Peter face to face

· declared they were not acting in line with the truth of the Gospel

· you are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile (not a Jew)

· why are you now forcing Gentiles to follow Jewish customs

How did the matter of legalism provide Paul with the opportunity to spell out the doctrine of justification by faith?

· the legalism showed up twice, once with Titus, again with the people who shunned the Gentiles
· Paul was able to point out that we receive Christ, we are saved by faith alone

· we are not saved by physically obeying a Jewish law

· we are not saved by who we do or do not associate with

· even though Peter had receive specific revelation about this, he was still confused in his thinking about how it worked out

· even though this was a sensitive situation, Paul’s confrontation with him provided an opportunity to emphasize this truth – and it also applies to us today

4. Application
4.1 Some conflicts can be avoided through conversation in which issues are presented and agreements reached.
· Even after agreements are reached some opponents may continue to stir up trouble in an effort to get their own way.

· When you are convinced and sure about the Truth of the gospel, stand firmly.

· Practice an attitude of grace as you encounter these confrontations.

4.2 All persons stand as equals before the Lord
· The Lord uses different people in different ways to His glory

· Believers are to stand hand-in-hand and encourage one another in their ministries

· Who can you encourage?  What ministry is God calling you to?
4.3 Some matters are so serious that a personal confrontation cannot be avoided.
· If something has a negative effect on the gospel, it cannot be ignored.
· The Christian witness is threatened when those who profess the gospel do not live by the Gospel

· Ask God to help you to be consistent in your Christian behavior.
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