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Teaching Like No Other

1. Motivate

Back in grade school and high school, what made your favorite teacher your favorite teacher?

· sense of humor

· knew the subject and communicated it well

· fair

· you could tell he really liked the subject he taught

· good communicator

· gave reasonable tests

· taught it so you understood it

· did not demean a person who asked questions

2. Transition

When Jesus was with the disciples, He acted as a teacher to them

· Today we look at some of that teaching

· He teaches us how to live and calls us to follow Him.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Teaching with Authority
Listen for the response to Jesus’ teaching.
Mark 1:21-22 (NIV) 21  They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach.  22  The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law.
What was the response of the people to Jesus’ teaching?

· amazed

· He taught as one who had authority

· not like most who would quote one another and give opinions written by noted scholars

· He gave His own interpretation and opinion

What made Him superior to other teachers?

· Jesus was Divine, was God, Himself

· He was the one who originated (authored) Scripture through human writers

· His wisdom was godly wisdom

· His opinion was divine opinion

What’s the difference between having knowledge and being the authority on a subject?

	Having Knowledge
	Being the Authority

	· collection of facts at hand

· know the information

· received understanding from reading and studying
	· the person who discovered

· first-hand knowledge of the topic

· the person who originated the facts about something


Consider Jesus statement in Matthew 28:18 (NIV)  Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
How must we respond to the One who has been given “all authority” who is the authority?

· trust, belief

· submission

· worship, praise

· honor

We will encounter people who claim to be “authorities” concerning spiritual issues.   How do we become true authorities concerning spiritual life?

· to start with, you must have first-hand knowledge yourself, you must be a believer 

· if you have experienced new life in Christ, only then can you speak with experience

· then you must be communicating with God often

· study and meditation on God’s Word

· putting into practice spiritual principles

· allowing the Spirit of God to work in your life and produce Spiritual Fruit

· daily submission to God in all areas of your life

3.2 Teaching Motivated by Love
Listen for Jesus’ advice.
Mark 10:17-21a  (NIV)   As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 18  "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good--except God alone. 19  You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.'" 20  "Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy." 21  Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
 What words or statements support the understanding that the man who came to Jesus was a decent man making a sincere inquiry of Jesus?

· ran to Jesus (not typical of male behavior at that time)

· bowed down on his knees

· acknowledged Jesus’ teaching ability, His authority

· different from the “suck up” attitudes of some of the others who questioned Jesus to try to trick Him

What was the man seeking?

· wanted to know what actions He must take

· wanted to be sure how to inherit eternal life

· was not a question about some “fountain of life” type experience

Where is the flaw in his question?

· wanted to know what to do
· thought there were a series of actions which would guarantee eternal life

What was Jesus’ attitude toward the man?

· at first, seemed to put the man down about  the “good teacher” remark

· then honestly took him through the issues

· Jesus looked at him and it says He loved the man

What was the first part of Jesus’ explanation of the way to inherit eternal life? (10:19-21)
· obey the commandments

· He listed mainly the commandments dealing with our interaction with other people

What does the rich man’s answer to Jesus tell us about his spiritual state? (10:20) 
· was a religious person

· had been raised in a good Jewish home

· knew the commandments

· had made every effort to obey the commands

What further requirement did Jesus pose?

· then suggested the man sell all his possessions and give to the poor

· then said he would have treasure in heaven

Why do you think Jesus called for the man to sell his possessions and give to the poor?

· Jesus seemed to know that material goods and wealth were important to the man

· they had become supreme objects of dedication and love in his life

· they had taken the place of God

· his wealth was basically an idol … not a carved image, but a substitute for God

What kinds of things can become substitutes for God in our lives?   What might Jesus ask us to set aside?

· expensive pastimes 

· hobbies which become all consuming

· TV

· video games

· excessive time spent in entertainment

· extensive social media usage

Why is it loving for Jesus to call us to do something difficult or even painful?

· Jesus knows what is best for us

· He wants for us better than what we want for ourselves

· He knows that sometimes hard decisions are required to experience God’s best

3.3 Teaching that Demands a Response
Listen for a strange sentence.
Mark 10:21b-22 (NIV) Then come, follow me."  22  At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
What is strange about the last sentence, verse 22?
· we see sadness and wealth in the same person

· the sentence by itself, makes us wonder why he was so sad as a wealthy man
· seems like an oxymoron – in our thinking, those two things should not exist in the same person

How can wealth interfere with a person’s Christian faith?
· most of us would find Jesus’ requirement of the man more than we could handle

· few of us in our culture, in our lifestyle would literally sell off our stuff and follow a religious teacher

The next verses go on to talk about the difficulty of a rich person becoming a believer.  What makes it difficult for a rich person to be saved? 
· focus on material things

· pursuit of acquiring

· added burden of maintaining

So, how do you think God does want us to use the material wealth He has given us? 
· for the furtherance of His kingdom

· support our families

· involvement in outreach ministries

How can we prevent ourselves from allowing wealth to interfere with our faith? 
· faithfully tithing and even offerings beyond our tithe

· careful budgeting so as not to overspend or over indulge

· ask God for guidance

· tithe first … before anything else 

What practical steps can we take to insure that we place value on eternal things and not merely on material things? 
· daily surrender what you have to God

· be reminded often that what you do have his only by the blessing of God … undeserved by you

· invest all your resources (finances, time, skills) in serving the Lord

4. Application
4.1 Seek
· Read and meditate on Mark 1017—31  this week

· Write down thoughts or questions you have about following Jesus

· Pray about what you write

4.2 Forsake
· As you read the passage mark words or phrases that relate specifically to giving up something in order to follow Jesus fully

· Pray about habits or associations where God wants to transform you
4.3 Share
· Ask God to “open a door” of opportunity for you to disciple someone

· Be willing to share/give up some personal time to lead others to become committed followers of Jesus
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