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Unstoppable Mission

1. Motivate

What is something you have waited for that  was worth the wait?
· Christmas

· buying a new car

· finishing school, graduation

· summer to come

· football season

· your favorite high school/college/professional team to win

· a visit to the pizza buffet

· buying a new outfit

· saving up to buy those special sports shoes

· the new baby

2. Transition

Jesus told the disciples to wait for a special Gift

· He told them to wait for the Gift of the Holy Spirit
· The Holy Spirit empowers us to spread the gospel.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Promise
Listen for specific commands.
Acts 1:3-5 (NIV) After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4  On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5  For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."
After His resurrection, how did Jesus spend His time with the apostles? 
· showed himself to the disciples

· gave convincing proofs he was alive

· appeared to them

· spoke to them about the kingdom of God

· eating with them
What specific commands did Jesus give the apostles? 
· don’t leave Jerusalem yet

· wait for the gift my Father promised

· (you’ll remember I talked about it previously) 
· in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit
Jesus told them to wait for the Holy Spirit.  How does anticipating a good thing affect your ability to wait?
· anticipation is visualizing the coming event

· you look forward to it

· you think about it, considering how it will affect you or change your life

· actually anticipation is part of the enjoyment of the coming event

· forward thinking prepares you for what will happen
What do you find difficult about waiting on the Lord?
· not sure of His timing

· sometimes doubts come into our minds

· not sure of how God will answer, provide, solve the problem

· our perspective is limited … we live in the here and now, God sees the big picture
Why must we obey the Lord, even if some of the details are not fully revealed?

· God is trustworthy

· God loves us and works in our lives to nurture us and give us spiritual growth

· trusting the Lord is part of obedience

· God knows more about the situation than we do … what timing is best, how best to meet the need or resolve the problem

Contrast John’s baptism with the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  In what ways are they different?

	John’s Baptism
	Baptism of the Holy Spirit

	· water baptism
· a physical act

· symbolized repentance

· demonstrated death to old way of life 

· resurrection to a new way of life
	· a Spiritual baptism
· happens at salvation

· the believer is given the presence of God’s Holy Spirit dwelling within his/her life

· this Presence empowers believers to serve God


3.2 Power
Listen for the disciples’ misunderstanding.
Acts 1:6-8 (NIV)   So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7  He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
 What did the apostles misunderstand? 

· still looking for a political or military messiah

· still thinking about nationalism

· not yet understanding that the “kingdom of God” was a spiritual kingdom

· not realizing that the rule of God was to be in our hearts and minds

Why do our preconceptions sometimes limit what God might be wanting to do?

· we have tunnel vision

· we are focused in too much on a single issue

· God has plans and desires that extend beyond that single issue

· we are too self-centered … “I want what I want, when I want it, and exactly how I want it”

· God wants to do big things and our thinking is too small

· God knows what is best for us, we sometimes want (and pray for) things that might ultimately be bad for us

How did Jesus answer the apostles’ question?  
· not for you to know times or dates

· God the Father sets these

· He is the authority

· Jesus was saying that He had limited Himself as a human not to know and do certain things

· basically He was saying you’re asking the wrong question
How does verse 8 of the passage apply to us today?

· God promises us that same power, that same relationship

· we also are to be witnesses

· our witness starts in our own neighborhood

· our witness continues out from our own city, to our state, to our nation

· we are to be actively involved in the spread of the Gospel “to the ends of the earth”

· we are to give of our finances, 

· participate in mission trips, 

· be willing to send our children and grandchildren as missionaries to far off places

How can we be more in tune with God’s plans and God’s timing?  

· daily reading and meditating on what God says … read your Bible

· talk to God … daily communication with Him

· apply what God says to us … in personal and group Bible Study, in sermons

· involvement in outreach ministry, in worship

3.3 Prayer
Listen for what the disciples did.
Acts 1:12-14 (NIV)  Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city.  13  When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14  They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
Notice that prayer was the first thing they did.   Why do we sometimes consider prayer as the last thing we try?

· we are a “can do” culture

· we believe we can figure it out on our own

· we can find a doctor who will solve the problem

· we look to government to fund something or legislate a solution

· find an expert

· hire a lawyer

What do you suppose they were praying about?

· asking for guidance

· claiming the promises Jesus had given them

· asking God when this baptism of the Holy Spirit would take place

How is praying with others for a common mission different from your personal prayers?
· we agree together in prayer

· we can claim the promise of God … Consider Matthew 18:19 (NIV)  "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.
· we unite for the purpose of seeking God, sharing our burdens

· we know that our prayers are not just personal “wishes” but are the consensus of the group

· somehow our faith is encouraged … we become more convinced in our unity that we can trust God
What common mission can our group pray for together?
· community outreach

· physical, financial, spiritual needs of people around us at work, in neighborhood, in church

· our nation, the election

· our leaders – church leadership, community, state, and national government leaders

· foreign and local missionary activity

Consider some keys to an effective prayer experience

· come to God with Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication      A.C.T.S.

· meditation on the attributes of God (omniscience, omnipotence, love, patience, righteousness/justice, …)

· claiming God’s promises

· praying scripture

· praying for people the application of a Bible study, sermon, personal meditation
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Application
Accept the mission. 

· You may not have accepted Christ’s mission because you never have accepted Christ. 

· If that is the case, turn from your sin, and receive Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

· Then start being His witness wherever you go.

Embrace the gift. 

· Understand the Holy Spirit is the source of your strength to be the witness God has called you to be. 

· Start praying for opportunities to share your faith. 

· Rely on Him for guidance and power.

Pray together. 

· Enlist 2-3 people from your Bible study group to meet outside of your regular Bible study period. 

· Use Acts 1:8 as a guide to develop a prayer list for local, regional, national, and international needs. 

· Get a map and circle specific areas God leads you to pray for. 

· Seek God’s will in how to pray, not forgetting to pray for opportunities to share your faith as you go about your regular routines.


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





First, let’s list things to praise God for, then let’s confess our shortcomings, then thanksgiving, finally people with needs.  I’ll start.


Dear Lord, we stand in awe of you because …





Jesus, thank you so much for …





Heavenly Father, we confess our failings to you …





Lord, these are needs of folks we know …
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