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Used in God’s Service

1. Motivate

When could you hardly wait to use a gift someone gave you?

· got a chemistry set for Christmas

· received a new power tool

· when we got a new car

· received new sports gear

· received a new outfit

· received fancy jewelry

· got water skis for Christmas and it was too cold to use them

· got a snow blower but there was no snow

· got a boat but weather was too bad to go out

2. Transition

Last week we studied Spiritual Gifts we receive from the Lord

· God expects us to use the gifts He has given us.

· Today we consider the importance of those Gifts

3. Bible Study

3.1 Your Spiritual Gift is Essential
Listen for the physical entity that Paul used to illustrate the proper use of spiritual gifts.
1 Corinthians 12:12-16 (NIV)   The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14  Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15  If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16  And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.
According to this passage, in what way are Christians (the body of believers) like a human body?

	The Human Body
	The Body of Believers

	· the body is a unit

· it is made up of many parts


· taken all together, they form one body
	· the church, the body of believers is a unit, all baptized into one body
· it is made up of many different believers

· many parts but one body

· each of you is a part of it


Why do you think some of the gifts/ministries are (incorrectly) held in higher regard?

· some gifts are more public

· they are closely linked with natural skills

· in some situations those types of ministries are highly paid, they can demand more money

What lessons are there in seeing the church as a human body?  
· we (incorrectly) choose to be isolated because we feel different

· we wonder if we are needed in the church at all … we are
· we need each other, just like individual parts of our physical body need each other

· elements of the body are very different, for good reason

· members of the church are very different, also for good reason

· different is not bad … it is important

· church unity is most important

In what ways are believers bound together as one?

· we receive salvation the same way, by faith in Christ

· we receive the indwelling of the same Holy Spirit

· we have the same purpose of life … worship, glorify God, and impact the world together

· we have similar needs of one another

· God empowers us with different gifts so we can minister to one another

Why is every member of the church important to the church’s ability to function effectively?

· just like different elements of the body function for the good of the whole body

· different members of the Body of Christ, the Church, function for the good of the whole church

· not everyone has the same abilities/gifts

· what someone else has, I need … what I have, others need

What are the consequences of being discontented with your place in the church?

· you feel isolated

· you feel unneeded 

· you end up being grumpy

· can result in tension, anger, dissention, conflict in your own life and spread to others

Why should members not disparage the gift(s) they have been given?

· they are needed

· just like Paul says, it’s ridiculous for members of the body to argue about which is more or less important

· differences do not mean not belonging or not being needed

· in some ways differences are good … that’s the only person who has that very important skill

Evidence of diversity is easy to see … how is unity manifested?

· everyone involved in their own way

· people’s needs (whatever they are) are being met

· the Body of Christ (the church) is growing both numerically and qualitatively

3.2 No Spiritual Gift Unimportant
Listen for talking body parts.
1 Corinthians 12:21-22 (NIV)   The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22  On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
 Why should members of the body of Christ not say to each other, "I don’t need you"? 
· we do need each other

· sometimes someone whose gift is minimalized in our minds may be one of the most important in God’s view

· contrast the gift of evangelism by a famous preacher with the gift of faith by the little old lady who prays as he speaks

· compare the teacher of the kindergarten class with the teacher of the senior adult small group … the adult teacher may be more well known, but the kindergarten teacher is contributing to newly forming concepts of God’s love in the lives of future believers
Why are all parts of the body necessary?

· God’s design for the body is perfect

· try getting along without the hand or the foot Paul talks about

· God even designs redundancy into our bodies … when one of something is lost, the rest of the body compensates – not just limbs, but inner organs and systems also

How can you honor the contributions of others in your church? 
· affirm the task they do

· pray for them

· thank them

· once in a while give public recognition

· send them a note of appreciation
What does Paul say about how God intends for members of the Body of the Christ, the church to be combined, interdependent? 

· should be no divisions

· cannot write someone off, just because we don’t agree or see their usefulness

· when one member of the Body of Christ suffers, we all suffer

· just like when you injure an arm or leg, the whole rest of the body responds (remember the last time you bumped your “funny bone”)

3.3 Glorify God with Your Spiritual Gifts
Listen for two categories of gifts.
1 Peter 4:9-11 (NIV)   Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
Peter mentions hospitality … why do you suppose was hospitality a critical need among believers in the early church?

· no motels or safe places for folks who travel

· mutual support for daily living by believers may have been important

· traveling evangelists like Paul, Peter, Timothy … may have often depended on hospitality of local believers

How were Peter’s readers to use their gifts? 

· faithfully

· use whatever gift God has given

· administer grace as an agent of God

· bless people with your gift, whether they deserve it or not

· minister to them with no expectation of reciprocation … do it in love
How were these believers to speak and serve? (4:11) 
· speak as if it is the very words of God

· with the strength God provides

· do it so that it is God’s love and strength that is obvious … not for self-aggrandizement

· whatever you do should bring glory to God 
So we see Peter mentions the categories of hospitality and speaking.  What are some specific ministries that could be included in these categories even today?

	Hospitality
	Speaking

	· cooking

· putting up visiting believers or ministers

· helping to arrange church dinners

· ministering displaced people during major weather events
	· preaching

· teaching a small group

· teach children’s classes

· door to door witnessing

· witnessing to friends, relatives

· writing a blog


What are the consequences of overestimating your place in the church?

· you get a big head

· you pursue personal glory, not God’s glory

· you end up depending on self, not on the empowering of the Holy Spirit

· you can end up aggravating people, not ministering to them

· you act on wrong motives

Why must love be the driving force behind our spiritual gifts?

· agape love ministers with no need for reciprocity

· it ministers even with no anticipation of reciprocity or recognition

· people can tell when we act for personal recognition or for personal gain
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then your actions are seen as insincere 

· when we minister in love, God is glorified, not us

Application
Commit

· Maybe this is the first time for you to use or apply your spiritual gift

· Begin each day this week by thanking God for the gift He has given

· Commit to God your intention to use the gift in His strength

Remember

· Maybe you’ve been using your spiritual gift(s) for some time

· Take some time this week to write down your reflections of how God has been at work through your spiritual gift(s).

· Thank God for the opportunity to serve Him.

Encourage

· Help one of your children or grandchildren see the importance of the gift you have recognized in them

· Affirm that giftedness

· Challenge them to develop the gift as they grow in Christ.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Words from Our Lesson


Find the words below in the grid on the left
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