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Victorious Hope

1. Motivate

What did your mother do for you when you got sick as a child? 
· make chicken soup

· take my temperature

· pray over me

· call the doctor … in those days they would actually come to your home!

· get out the Pepto-Bismol

· give me an a aspirin

· hold my forehead as I threw up

· allow me to stay home from school

· get someone to bring home homework assignments from my teacher
2. Transition

Today we look at some people who were sick 

· They came to Jesus for help

· When we come to Jesus in faith, we find hope

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Is Willing
Where do people today turn when they need help?

· the internet

· friends

· Dr. Phil

· Dear Abby

· a professional counselor

· a lawyer , so they can sue someone

· congressmen so they can get government money 

Listen for who needs help and to whom he turns.

Matthew 8:5-7 (NIV)  When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6  "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." 7  Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him."
Who approached Jesus with a need and why would His doing so have been unexpected? 
· Centurion

· this was a Roman 

· they were an occupying force in Israel

· he was a gentile

· gentiles and foreign soldiers were not especially liked

What kind of need did he have?

· my servant is sick, he lies at home paralyzed

· he is in terrible suffering
Why might this be a curious request from a Roman soldier?

· servants were property

· you don’t worry too much  if one of your pieces of property “suffers”

· it’s like your car … if it  “suffers” too much, you “put it out of its misery” and junk it

· the centurion’s attitude was the exception to how most people treated their slaves

What did Jesus promise the soldier? 

· I will go to your home

· I will heal him
Why might His offer have been a surprise to the centurion and others?
· Jesus was ministering mainly to fellow Jews

· in general, the Jews were not supposed to associate with gentiles

· for sure, they were not supposed to go into their homes

· too close an association caused Jews to become ritually unclean

How does Jesus’ ready willingness to help the centurion and minister to his servant encourage you?
· Jesus ministers to people who don’t deserve it

· I can ask Jesus for help, even though I might not be especially “close” to Him at some point in my life

· Jesus wants to come to me and help

· Jesus wants to minister to our needs 
What hinders believers today from turning to Jesus for help with their problems?  Why is it so difficult to give a problem over to Jesus instead of finding some other source?

· we feel that we are “unclean” or undeserving we can approach Jesus

· we are impatient … don’t want to wait

· God is less tangible than a doctor or a person we talk to

· we are not convinced that God understands or that God has the power to intervenewe like to handle things on our own

· we don’t want to “owe” someone or be in their debt for their help

· don’t like to do the asking … not a good communicator

· I might see it as a sign of weakness
3.2 Jesus Has the Authority
Listen for  a surprising suggestion.
Matthew 8:8-9 (NIV)  The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9  For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."
What was the centurion’s response?   
· you don’t actually have to come to my house, 
· I know about exercising authority
· you certainly can do this from a distance
· just say the word and it will happen … like when I give orders to my soldiers and take orders from my superior

 What connection did the centurion make between authority and faith? What was so great about the centurion's faith? 
· He understood the principles of authority.
· It requires an understanding of the principles of authority in order to understand the elements of faith. 
· Power, or the authority of God in force, in operation, in manifestation. 

· Self-working, or dominion. When someone has dominion, it means he can act on his own.

What keeps people from having the faith that God can meet our needs, solve our problems.

· ignorance … my problem is too small for God

· lack of faith … my problem is too big for God

· pride … I can take care of myself

· skepticism … is there a God?  can he know about and help me?

· humanistic thinking, unwillingness to believe in someone supernatural

· scientific thinking … doctors can do amazing things today

· lack of knowledge, understanding of God’s attributes … omnipotence, omniscience, love, wisdom, righteousness/justice, etc

How can we become more convinced of the authority and lordship of Jesus as we turn to Him during crises?

· we must have input into our minds of these truths … you have to be reading and applying God’s Word

· learn to trust God on daily basis

· make a practice of seeing God at work, attributing to Him the solutions to your problems

3.3 Faith in Jesus Brings Hope
Listen for why Jesus is surprised.
Matthew 8:10-13 (NIV)  When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11  I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12  But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 13  Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour.
What effect did the soldier’s words have on Jesus?  
· declared his astonishment

· think about what it takes to surprise or astonish the Son of God

· he declared the man had great faith

· stated the Centurion had more faith than anyone in Israel

At what did Jesus marvel, and why?

· most folks thought that if there was a miracle worker, you had to be in his very presence 

· He was “astonished” that the centurion applied his understanding of authority correctly

· the centurion believed Jesus could heal at a distance

· he believed in Jesus authority over illness

What kinds of thoughts do you think the apostles were having as they heard this interchange … the centurion noting Jesus authority, then Jesus declaring his astonishment?

· puzzlement, confusion

· realization of what the centurion was saying

· shame?

· an increasing awareness of just what kind of power and authority Jesus really had

What is the relationship to living in hope and having faith?

· living in  hope is more than just “I hope it rains soon” or “I hope our team wins”

· if you “have hope” then you know that you’re trusting in something or someone that will make it happen

· this is faith … 

· the trusting in God, 

· in what He says, 

· in His power and authority and love to make it happen in His time and His way

( Remember that “great faith” is not something that we generate from within ourselves.


Great faith is faith in a Great God … faith is only as effective as the object of our 

faith … Jesus!
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Application
Trust

· Do you have an area of your life where you have difficulty trusting God? 

· Trust His power and authority over all things. 

· Let go of that area and give it to Christ. 

Review. 

· A key way to see God’s power and ability to work on your behalf is to see how He has worked in the past. 

· Begin with the men and women mentioned in Hebrews 11. 

· Look at the accounts of their lives in the Old Testament and see how God worked in their lives. 

Ask. 

· Be willing to ask something huge from God. 

· Ask Him to do something with your prayer request that is “God-sized” 

· Pray for something that can only be explained by the fact that God is at work
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Victorious Hope Crossword


Matthew 8:5 – 13 	NIV 





Down


1. the _?_ came to Jesus asking for help


2. _?_ will come from the east and the west


3. the _?_ with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob


6. I don't deserve to have you come under my _?_


9. I tell you the _?_








Across


4. Jesus said, I will go and _?_ him


5. I myself am a man under _?_


7. say the word and my _?_ will be healed


8. I've not found anyone in Israel with such great _?_


10. I tell this one go and he _?_


11. Who was astonished?


12. a solder came to Jesus asking for _?_
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