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What About People Who’ve Never Heard about Jesus

1. Motivate

What kinds of things make you say “That’s not fair!”?
· a bad call by a referee in a ball game

· you get a ticket for speeding and you were the slowest car on the road

· someone else gets the bigger piece of pie

· your neighbor’s yard looks great and he hardly ever does anything to it

· the flowering plant in the median of the road looks great and yours is dying … even though you give it tender loving care

· the guy that wins the lottery is already rich

· rich athletes who have more money than brains  

2. Transition

Thinking of “fairness” some people might wonder about people-groups in the world who have never heard the message of salvation.
· Is that fair that they be condemned to hell?

· Today we look at Paul’s teaching in Romans 1 concerning this issue.

3. Bible Study

3.1 We Are Without Excuse
Listen for what Paul says about creation.
Romans 1:18-25 (NIV)      The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, [19] since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. [20] For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.     [21] For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. [22] Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools [23] and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.     [24] Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. [25] They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen. 

What is the cause of God’s wrath revealed from heaven?

· godlessness

· wickedness

· suppression of truth

What are the invisible qualities of God that can be clearly seen?
· eternal power

· divine nature

· basically the creation … “natural revelation”

According to verse 21, What is the primary problem people have in their relationship with God?

· in reality they could see and know of God

· they refused to glorify Him, worship Him for who He is

· they did not thank Him for what He had done

· in denial of Him, their foolish hearts were darkened

How do people today suppress the truth about God?

· deny His existence

· assume that man is the one in charge (humanism)

· we determine our own destiny

· we ignore what He has communicated to us

· our culture tries to get rid of Truth about God by “separation of Church and state”

· modern thinking such as tolerance

· we rationalize our actions, attitudes

· we refuse to accept responsibility for our actions – someone else’s fault

· they say God is a myth

· If we declare that sin does not exist, we are not sinners, then we think we have no need for God

How does God reveal Himself to people?  How can God hold us responsible for breaking His laws?
· what may be known about is plain, out in the open

· creation of the world

· all the details of the creation

· from the macro to the micro, from the vastness of the universe to the minutia of even the atom

· God’s power to design and bring into existence

· even if we haven’t read Romans 3:23, we can still know of the reality of the creator

· we have been given a conscience

· God plants in our hearts the reality of His existence

· He shows His power and authority, His design

Agree or disagree: “Strictly speaking, the Bible denies that there are persons who have never heard of God."
	Agree
	Disagree

	· our passage declares they can see God’s hand in creation

· the design of nature

· the existence of both the macro and the micro of creation
	· some people never have heard the name of Jesus

· missionaries have not reached every people group

· some haven’t heard because of oppression of any religion


3.2 Salvation to All Who Believe
Listen for good news found in these verses.
Romans 1:16-17 (NIV)   I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. [17] For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 

Why was Paul bold in proclaiming the Gospel?

· it is powerful

· it contains the power of God for salvation

· it is for all cultures, all economic levels

· in the gospel, God’s righteousness is revealed

· it shows how you are saved by faith … initially and ongoing

What do you think Paul meant when he said, “The righteous shall live by faith”?

· our initial salvation is by faith

· that is how we receive eternal life

· a daily life of righteous living and service to God is accomplished only by trusting God for strength, wisdom, empowerment 

· Our spiritual life is initiated by faith

· It is continued on a daily basis by faith

3.3 God Responds to Seekers

Listen for how God responded to a seeker.

Acts 10:1-5 (NIV)   At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. [2] He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. [3] One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, "Cornelius!"  [4] Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?" he asked.  The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God. [5] Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. 
How did this Roman officer and his family relate to God?

· devout

· God-fearing

· gave generously to those in need

· prayed to God regularly

What did Cornelius experience one afternoon?

· had a vision

· angel came to him, addressed him by name

· told him his prayers and gifts had been noted by God

· told him to send for a man named Peter who could give him the Gospel message

What does this event suggest to us about people who might be sincere, but have yet to hear about salvation through Jesus?
· God is aware of them

· God is not willing that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9)

· God will make it possible for the Gospel to reach that person

The angel told Cornelius to send for Peter.  What was Peter’s responsibility?

· respond to the invitation 
· (he had his own dream where God assured him it was OK to go)

· to go and share the gospel message with Cornelius and his family

Consider Romans 10:13-15 (NIV)    for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  [14] How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? [15] And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 

What sequence of reasoning do you see here?

· must call on the name of the Lord

· to do that must believe in Jesus

· to do that must hear about Jesus

· to do that someone must preach to them

· to do that, someone must send them

· and they have “beautiful feet”
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In the light of  this week’s passage in Romans 1, what does this passage suggest about our responsibility as believers?

· God calls us to take the gospel to those who have not heard

· some of us can (must) actually go

· all of us can give and pray for those who do go

· we can train, send, and support people who will take the gospel

· we can support different types of ministries that share the gospel (radio, TV, church planting, youth ministries, etc.)

4. Application
4.1 What are some ways that you can live out the privilege and responsibility of sharing the gospel with all people?

· involvement in FAITH outreach teams

· praying for international missionaries –   by name 

· volunteering to go on a short term missions trip

· financial support for missionary activity

4.2 Learn more about missionary activity by checking out missionary organization web sites

· www.imb.org
· http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
· http://www.wycliffe.org/
4.3 Realize that there is a vital connection between our theology and missions

( what we profess to believe … and ….  what we do
· what “unreachable” person or people do you know about

· pray for them

· pray for an opening for someone to share the Gospel with them

· you might end up being the answer to that prayer

· pray for “unreachable” people around the world … so many have never even heard the name of “Jesus”
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