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What Is Your Decision

1. Motivate

What are some good decisions you made that paid off?
· bought that Apple computer stock back in the early 80’s

· found a good wife/husband

· got out of the stock market the month before 9/11

· bought that Ford/Chevy/ _________

· in college decided to major in nursing/education/engineering/computers

What are some examples of bad decisions you made that ended up costing you?

· bought that Ford/Chevy/ _______________

· chose a college major that provided not so many job opportunities

· chose the house we bought

· shouldn’t have bought the drum set for the 5 year old

· didn’t ask for directions the time we were lost

· didn’t study for that test like I should have

· bought my wife a new drill press for our anniversary
2. Transition

Most of us would have done some things differently if we could go back in time …
( Today we look at the decision of whether to honor God or ignore Him

We face that choice every day!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Serve God
Listen for God’s accusation of “harsh” words.
Malachi 3:13-15 (NIV)     "You have said harsh things against me," says the Lord.    "Yet you ask, 'What have we said against you?'   [14] "You have said, 'It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by carrying out his requirements and going about like mourners before the Lord Almighty? [15] But now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly the evildoers prosper, and even those who challenge God escape.' " 

How had Israel challenged God? 

· they said harsh things

· they claimed it was futile to serve God

· they believed they had gained nothing by carrying out His commands

· they felt that they had to go around being solemn and always mourning before God

· look at how sinners are blessed and prosper

· you let them get away with everything

What do you think the people of Judah apparently expected to gain by keeping God’s requirements?

· good crops

· health and wealth

· abundance

· total protection from enemies

· good weather, rain when you need it, pleasant sunshine otherwise
· personal happiness

What things happen to us that might make us feel cynical or negative towards God like Malachi’s readers?

· I lose my job and the slacker right beside me gets to keep his

· the guy that cheats on his taxes makes out like a bandit and even when I’m honest, I struggle

· my kid tries to do the right thing and ends up being the one who gets in trouble

· Christianity seems like a bunch of DON’Ts … why do sinners seem to have all the fun

· Why did I have to lose my spouse/child/parent to cancer?  Is that fair?

If the wicked do often prosper, what reasons are there for faithfully serving God?

· God promises to supply our needs (not always our wants)

· when we follow and serve Him, we are promised peace, joy, healthy relationships

· we have fellowship with Him

· there is purpose to one’s life when you know Jesus as Savior and Lord

· no guilt

· God knows what is right … it makes sense to follow Him

· those who reject God will not escape punishment forever

How do we find the strength to remain faithful and continue trusting God during times when we see the wicked prosper while we struggle through hardship?

· focus on who God is

· claim His promises

· praise Him in every situation

· communicate often with Him … read what He says … tell Him your struggles
3.2 Honor God
Listen for the rebuttal of the previous passage.
Malachi 3:16-4:3 (NIV)   Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honored his name.   [17] "They will be mine," says the Lord Almighty, "in the day when I make up my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him. [18] And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.   [4:1] "Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire," says the Lord Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be left to them. [2] But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. [3] Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these things," says the Lord Almighty. 

 How did the Lord respond to those who feared Him? 

· He heard them

· He listened to them

· He makes it a point to remember (in His “scroll of remembrance”) just who it was that feared Him and honored Him

What promise to His people did God give in verse 17? 

· He promises that they belong to Him

· He will spare them with compassion

· He will treat them as privileged children

What are examples in your life have shown you the results of good decisions to honor God?

· faithful tithing – God supplies all needs

· daily study, meditation on God’s Word

· weekly participation in worship with fellow believers

· honesty in business dealings

· maintaining an attitude of thankfulness

What will happen to the wicked in the day of the Lord? 

· the day of the Lord is coming for sure

· it will burn like a furnace

· the arrogant and evildoer will be like stubble or brush as it burns in that fire

· you won’t see any little remnant of them afterwards

What would the day of the Lord hold for God’s remnant, those who follow the Lord? 

· special blessings for those who revere God

· the Sun of Righteous will rise

· He will bring healing in His wings

· you will end up full of joy and excitement

( The advantages of serving God may not always be outwardly apparent now.

(  A time is coming when they will be!

What concerns should verses 4:1 – 3 raise for us as a church?  As individuals?
· people who don’t know and honor Jesus are lost

· they need to hear the gospel

· they need to see it modeled 

· we must be involved in communicating the Good News of Salvation to people close by and people far away

3.3 Live By God’s Instruction
Listen for Listen for the type of ministry Elijah and John the Baptist would have.
Malachi 4:4-6 (NIV)   "Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel.   [5] "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. [6] He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse." 

So what would be the nature of the ministry of these men?

· turn hearts of fathers to their children

· turn hearts of children to fathers

· turn disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous

· to make ready a people prepared for the Lord

What are the two options presented in verses 5 and 6?   And the results?
	Option
	Results

	1) Remember the laws, decrees God has given – submit to God – show it by your lives

2) Go your own way, ignore God’s decrees
	1) God will turn hearts of children to fathers, fathers to children – peace and joy in your family

2) experience God’s curse


What do you think is involved in “remembering” God’s laws?

· obeying

· following

· applying them to your daily life

· do not ignore them

How is the law of Moses applicable to Christians today?

· Consider the 10 commandments … rules about how to live in relationship with God and with fellow men

· sacrificial laws have been fulfilled by Jesus death on the cross
· basic principles for honoring God, allowing Him to be the priority in our lives

· moral laws established in Old Testament

· responsibility of parents to communicate God to children, grandchildren

Why do you think parents don’t accept the mandate from the Bible that they teach them about the Lord?

· Takes too much time (self-absorbed)

· Want to pass responsibility to others (irresponsible, unaccountable)

· Don’t feel qualified (“hypocrite”, not “perfect”)

· Didn’t have good role models to teach them (i.e., their own parents didn’t nurture them spiritually)

· Unsure of how to do it – no plan

What steps can you take to become the leader God means you to be?

· Embrace the Challenge–  Willingly accept this responsibility

· Learn the Truth – Develop a biblical world view…you can’t “transfer” what you don’t own

· Take Up the Task – Don’t accept “I can’t”, remember “You must”

· Pray for Power – We are not alone!  God Himself empowers you through the Holy Spirit

4. Application
4.1 Some people say bad things against God
· You will hear claims that serving God is futile

· Be assured that God is good … all the time
· It is always right to follow the Lord and serve Him

4.2 The Lord considers His people a special treasure
· God will bring salvation to His people and judgment on sinners

· Experience the “healing in His wings” this week

· Tell someone about the joy God has given you
4.3 God gives us lessons … in His Word … through our life experiences
· Apply these lessons in your life

· Share them with your families

· Learn God’s lesson … the next time you face a similar situation,  remember what you learned the last time.
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