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A Fresh Start

1. Motivate

What are different ways people respond to failure?

· anger

· blame someone else

· blow it off, ignore it

· cry

· eat chocolate!

· become depressed

· go shopping

· go fishing

· go into a “blue funk”

Remember your or your child’s response to learning to ride a bicycle …

· give up

· determined to get back on and do it 

· scared of falling

· don’t realize they’ve got it when you quit holding on

2. Transition

Today we consider spiritual failure … and how Peter responded.

· When he failed, Jesus restored him.

· When we fail; Jesus restores us. 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Faltering and Failing
Listen for Peter in trouble.
John 18:15-18 (NIV) 15  Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, 16  but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty there and brought Peter in. 17  "You are not one of his disciples, are you?" the girl at the door asked Peter. He replied, "I am not." 18  It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.
What were some of  the events of the previous hours leading up to his denials of knowing Jesus.
· the Passover meal together

· Jesus’ prediction of betrayal by Judas

· the late night in the garden … disciples falling asleep, Jesus in prayer

· the arrival of the group of men to arrest Jesus

· Peter’s reaction with the sword, whacking off the one man’s ear, Jesus’ response

· the group of men taking Jesus away

What was potentially dangerous about the situation Peter and the other disciple inserted themselves?

· these were the people who were pursuing Jesus

· this was within the group of people who wanted to kill Jesus

· this was the camp of the enemy

In what kind of situation could believers find themselves surrounded by folks who are totally against Jesus?

· a group of atheists

· in a place where people of another religion gather

· hanging out with the wrong crowd

· in a foreign culture where Christianity is forbidden

· in a courtroom, accused of violating the “separation of church and state”

In what contexts are we almost forced or required to associate with enemies of Christ?

· in business

· in academia

· if you work in a foreign culture

· in some sports or hobby situations

What thoughts do you think were running through Peter’s mind?

· they might accuse me also

· I could be mobbed just like Jesus

· they might realize I was the guy who chopped off that fellow’s ear

· I’m in danger here

· they are all against us

How do you respond to Peter’s fear of being identified with Jesus?

·  curiosity

· understanding

· puzzlement

· see how he could be afraid

· if he was so bombastic in other situations, why did he waffle here?

· can see he might fear for his life

· maybe he felt out of place … he was just a fisherman, this was a high powered crowd

Why do you think this story is in the Bible?

· a warning

· Peter made the bold claim he would stand with Jesus, even to the death

· he tried to prove it with a physical attack on people coming to arrest Jesus

· Consider 1 Cor. 10:12 (NIV)  So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! 

· we need to learn not to depend on our own strength

· never say “never” because you’ll let down your guard

3.2 Repeated Failure
Listen for déjà vu all over again.
John 18:25-27 (NIV)  As Simon Peter stood warming himself, he was asked, "You are not one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it, saying, "I am not." 26  One of the high priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, "Didn't I see you with him in the olive grove?" 27  Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.
What additional challenges did Peter experience?

· someone asked “You’re not one of his disciples are you?”

· one of the high priests servants (relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off challenged, “Didn’t  see you in the olive grove?”
What emotions would you have experienced in Peter’s situation before and after being challenged?
	Before
	After

	· fear

· confusion

· upset

· worry

· anger at the crowd
	· shame

· regret

· great guilt

· total defeat

· anger at himself


Peter was gathered together with people keeping warm around a fire.  How can standing with the wrong crowd result in denying Christ, or at least set us up to do so?

· you don’t want to offend people with you

· you don’t want them to think you are weird

· you might be afraid they will turn on you or get mad at you

· you feel in the minority

· this is peer pressure … even adults can experience it

What self-protective reasons might tempt us to deny that we are followers of Christ?

· fear of embarrassment

· danger of losing credibility

· might lose a job

· might get excluded from a group of friends

· don’t want to be branded as “fundamentalist” or politically incorrect

When and where is it hardest for you to openly acknowledge your relationship with Christ?

· at work

· in social situations

· in an academic setting

· if you are in a setting where as a Christian, you know you shouldn’t be

· for young people, among peers 

· before humanistic college professors

3.3 Jesus Restores from Failure
Listen for Jesus’ restoration.
John 21:15-19 (NIV)  When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." 16  Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." 17  The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. 18  I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." 19  Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!"
What is the significance of Jesus asking Peter three times if he loved Him? 
· Peter had denied Jesus 3 times

· Jesus wanted Peter to affirm his devotion to Him the same 3 times

· Jesus wanted to affirm His trust to Peter those same 3 times
What in these verses helps us see that Jesus had not given up on Peter? 
· gave him a task

· told Peter Jesus still had faith in  him to carry on in service

· failure is not the end 

· repeated failures do not end our relationship with God

· God still wants us to turn around (repent) and follow Him when we go off in the wrong direction

Considering Jesus’ response, how should we demonstrate our love for Jesus?

· obedience

· pursue knowing Jesus better by reading His Word

· talk to Him often

· submission

· draw others to Jesus

· acts of kindness and love to others

· follow Jesus example in how we treat others

How can we help each other when we stumble or fall?  How are we to serve and care for other Christians, for Jesus sheep?
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intercede in prayer

· pray with them

· do not exclude someone who has failed

· offer forgiveness

· offer reassurance

· participate in an accountability relationship

· involvement within the Body of Christ, the Church

· ministry to one another

· exercising our Spiritual Gifts

Application
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Remember. 

· Look back to one of the times that you sinned. 

· Thank God for His forgiveness and write your praise to  Him for the ways that He has brought restoration to your life. 

Memorize. 

· Memorize Psalm 139:23-24. 

· Pray this on a regular basis to keep short accounts between you and God. 

· Is there a circumstance or sin in your life for which you need to ask God’s forgiveness? 


Write. 

· Write a letter of forgiveness to someone who has hurt you. 

· Whether or not you give this letter to the person, the writing process can help you express forgiveness and fully forgive them just as Jesus has fully forgiven you. 
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.











YOU @#% .. BLAH, BLAH, BLAH, BLAH … ! ! !
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