1. Motivate

What are some places in the church you have served in the past?
· teach Sunday School

· sing in choir, play an instrument

· help as teacher’s aid

· cleaned the church

· helped with VBS

· drove a bus (or fixed the bus)

· direct singing

2. Transition

You may or may not have felt you were good at that particular task … 

Today  ( we look at how God wants believers to serve in church ministries

3. Bible Study

3.1 Work Together

Listen for how the church is like the human body.
Romans 12:3-5 (NIV)   For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. [4] Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, [5] so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 

What warnings or admonitions does Paul give in verse 3?

· don’t think of yourself more highly than you ought

· [image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]


think of yourself with sober judgment

· be aware of the measure of faith God has given you

What did Paul use the human body to illustrate? 

· our bodies have many members

· each member has its own important function

· the church is made up of many members

· each member needs all the others

· we are interdependent

Agree or disagree … 
	Agree
	Disagree

	· you need the eye to see things, hearing is secondary
· you could learn to read lips
· you could still drive
	· you miss a lot around you
· lots of jobs you couldn’t do
· you don’t get to enjoy music, either listening or making it


( The point is, that both are equally important … Paul is saying no one believer is more important than the other … all are equally important.
Why do you think Paul began with a warning against pride?

· most of us tend to inflate our importance

· when it comes to different kinds of tasks in church ministry, we tend to give more importance to the people who are out in front, visible

· when you hear people say “that was good” it is easy to take the credit for what God is doing

He goes on to describe spiritual gifts.  How can we be tempted to think too highly of ourselves when we put spiritual gifts to work?

· my ministry is very important – more than most other people

· I get lots of compliments when I sing/teach/decorate for Jesus

· this place cannot get along without me!

· if I’m not appreciated enough, I’ll go down the road to that other church

· can become a power trip

· the person starts to take the attitude that the skill/gift is of their own making

· too easy to forget that God is the one doing the empowering

· self gets flaunted, God is not given the glory for the ministry

What does it look like when a believer underestimates his or her value to the church?

· it is hard to find people to fill positions

· people are down on themselves

· they are reluctant to volunteer or even respond to invitations to serve

How could that kind of thinking hinder spiritual health … both for the church and for the individual?

· the spiritual gift goes unused

· they miss out on the blessing of serving

· the person does not grow spiritually, rather stagnates

· the other members of the Body of Christ miss out on the blessing the person could have been

· the Body becomes incomplete (it loses an “eye” or a “foot” or some other member)
What should be our attitude about service to the church provided by fellow believers?
· thankful to God

· support, encouragement

· mentoring

· work to make our own ministry a complement or counterpart to theirs

3.2 Serve Through Giftedness
Listen for different kinds of gifts Paul mentions.
Romans 12:6-8 (NIV)  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. [7] If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; [8] if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

What diversity of gifts are listed here?

· prophesying (forth-telling God’s Truth)

· serving

· teaching

· encouraging

· contributing or giving

· leadership

· showing mercy

Why do you think Paul stressed grace before mentioning specific gifts?

· grace is blessings we receive but do not deserve

· a gift or skill for ministry is a blessing

· but we have not earned that skill

· it is given to us freely by God

What happens when someone tries to do work or ministry outside the area of their spiritual gift?

· it is really hard work

· it doesn’t go especially well

· they don’t feel like they belong there

· things get accomplished but with more effort and with less effectiveness

Which brings to mind a quote from Robert Heinlein (or Mark Twain), “Never try to teach a pig to sing; it wastes your time and it annoys the pig.”
· pigs are not gifted to sing

· you probably aren’t gifted to teach music to pigs … don’t bother trying 
Other gifts from other passages:

· wisdom

· knowledge

· faith

· healing

· miracles

· distinguishing between spirits

· tongues

· interpretation of tongues

· helps

· administration

· evangelists

· pastors

· hospitality

· service

· apostles

The gifts are diverse. How are the gifts meant to foster unity?

· God’s intent is that we become interdependent

· each person’s gift is important to the whole body

· the rest of the body is important to each individual

· we all need each other

3.3 Grow Good Character
Listen for how we need discipline in serving.
Romans 12:9-15 (NIV)   Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. [10] Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. [11] Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. [12] Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. [13] Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.  [14] Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. [15] Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 

What connections do you see here between using spiritual gifts and demonstrating love?
· spiritual gifts are for ministering to others

· we are to serve in sincere love

· we should be devoted to one another in brotherly love

· love means we will honor one another above self

What words do you see here that demonstrate how we are to put our spiritual gifts to use?

· sincerely

· devotion

· honor

· zealous

· spiritual fervor

· joy

· patience

· faithfulness

Considering the gifts we studied in the previous passage (12:6-8), what would it look like to use them without love?

	Gift
	Used without love

	· prophesying 

· serving

· teaching

· encouraging

· contributing or giving

· leadership
	· you could become a nag

· you do so to look good, to curry favor

· you have no patience for slow learners

· it would not be sincere

· you give to look good, to make a name for yourself

· you get to boss people around, end up a dictator, becomes a power trip


Paul talks about detesting or hating evil, how does that show love
· shows you love God, hate sin

· evil is usually selfish

· love will not harm other people, it will do good for them
· you will use your gift without evil intent

What are practical, meaningful-to-the-recipient ways to honor other believers for their service (especially those whose work is behind the scenes)?

· thank them in person

· thank them publically

· have an appreciation day

· initiate a “thank-you-gram” … a post card style communication that people can fill out and mail or put in a box, later to be distributed

4. Application
4.1 None of us should think overly highly (or lowly) of ourselves
· All believers are members of the Body of Christ … the church

· We belong to one another, we are interdependent

· Who is depending on you this week?

4.2 God gives gifts of grace to every believer
· It is God’s choice

· The purpose is for the good of the whole church, not for self-enjoyment

· Put your gift to work!
4.3 Loving fellow Christians includes showing honor to others
· Christian love includes help for the saints and hospitality to strangers

· This week, be aware of opportunities to help others

· Watch for strangers who need your hospitality

It’s more important to have an eye than an ear











