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Go to Show Jesus

1. Motivate

What are some difficult lessons children have to learn as they grow up?
· sharing

· riding a two-wheeler

· how to study, how to learn

· learn to eat their veggies

· learning to “pump” a swing

· how to deal with bullies

What happens if they don’t learn these kinds of lessons?

· they feel left behind, unable to keep up with others

· miss out on a lot of fun

· life is more of a struggle later on, also

2. Transition

We have talked this month about connecting, growing, serving, 

(  If we fail to learn these lessons, our spiritual growth will suffer
(  Today we talk about another important lesson, going forth to show Jesus to others

3. Bible Study

3.1 Why We Go
Listen for the main message of John the Baptist.
John 1:29 (NIV) The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! John 1:35-39 (NIV) The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. [36] When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" [37] When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. [38] Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?" They said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?" [39] "Come," he replied, "and you will see." So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth hour. 
What prompted John’s disciples to follow Jesus?

· Jesus came passing by

· John pointed Him out

· John’s declaration that Jesus was “the Lamb of God”

Jesus asked the men, “what do you want?”   If you had been one of the two disciples, what would you have wanted to ask?

· who are you, really?

· what are your plans?

· what did John mean, “the Lamb of God”?

· what kinds of things will you teach us?

· if we follow you, what will happen to us?

Why did John call Jesus the Lamb of God? 

· John was a prophet

· he was given insight by God

· he could see that Jesus would be the One who would be the sacrificial lamb

· he made the connection between the traditional sacrificial lamb and what would happen to Jesus

What could Jesus offer that they had not found in John the Baptist?

· miracles

· teaching about the Kingdom of God

· teaching beyond a baptism of repentance

· his eventual work of redemption (death and resurrection)

John invited his followers to look at Jesus.  What are some ways in which we can invite people to “look” at Jesus?

· invite them to church, to a small group Bible study

· minister to their needs – help them out when you see they have a need

· ask if you can pray for them

· demonstrate a Christ-like life before them


Consider the chorus to the song “You’re the Only Jesus”

What kinds of responses would Jesus receive if He appeared on earth in bodily form in our day, instead of back 2000 years ago?

· some would recognize Him as the Messiah

· some would try to find out more about Him

· the press would have a field day

· some would dismiss Him as a false prophet

· some would just ignore Him

· miracles would be treated by some as fakery

· He would certainly cause a stir in Middle East political events 

The fact is, that He is present in the world today …

( Like John did, we need to challenge people to follow Jesus

( When people do follow Him …

· They learn about Him

· They learn from Him

3.2 Whom to Tell
Listen for who pointed someone to Jesus this time.

John 1:40-46 (NIV) Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. [41] The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). [42] And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter). [43] The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, "Follow me." [44] Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. [45] Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." [46] "Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael asked. "Come and see," said Philip. 
 What did Andrew do when he first learned about Jesus?

· found his brother Simon

· told him “we have found the Messiah”

· brought him to Jesus

Who is the first person you remember telling you about Jesus?

· a parent

· someone visited your home

· a Sunday School teacher

· a friend

· a special speaker, revival preacher, pastor, youth pastor

· a camp counselor

· neighbor

How did Philip respond to Jesus’ invitation? 

· found Nathanael

· told him “we have found the one Moses wrote about”

· he’s the same one the prophets wrote about

· it’s Jesus of Nazareth, son of Joseph
Philip was skeptical about someone from Nazareth.  What about Christ stirs skepticism today?

· He was merely a good teacher

· how could He be born of a virgin, that’s just a myth

· He was too exclusive, claiming to be the only way to God

· coming back from the dead?

What convinced you that Jesus was the Son of God?

· God at work in lives of people around

· the preaching of the gospel message

· Bible teaching 

· God’s Holy Spirit does the convicting, the convincing

· the convincing, the conviction grows as you are exposed more and more to God’s Truth

Who is someone in your circle of friends, acquaintances, family that you could bring to Jesus like Andrew brought his brother?

· a family member

· fellow worker

· person you do business with

· a restaurant server

· neighbor

3.3 What Results
Listen for Nathanael’s final conclusions.
John 1:49-51 (NIV)     Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel."    [50] Jesus said, "You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things than that." [51] He then added, "I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 

Nathanael was at first skeptical … how do we sometimes misjudge people and as a result of our faulty conclusion miss out on great opportunities and experiences?

· the other person might appear below our social status

· someone is of a different culture or race – we can be biased against them

· they went to the wrong school, live on the wrong side of town

· they say something that we wrongly interpret as insulting or belittling (we take what they say out of context)

What stereotypes about Christ prevent people today from trusting Him?

· He was just a teacher

· an important man, no more

· His claims are too exclusive … there are many “ways” to heaven

What convinced Nathanael that Jesus was indeed the Messiah?

· Jesus observed that Nathanael was a “true Israelite”, not a fake

· Jesus declared that he had seen Nathanael sitting under the tree when Philip called him

· Nathanael realized that Jesus had knowledge, understanding, and insight beyond the normal man

What does this tell us about God’s interest and involvement in our lives?

· Jesus sees what we are going through

· He knows our misgivings

· He is aware our struggles of faith

· He wants to be our Savior, our Lord

· He is not only the “king of Israel” but can be the “king” of your life

What makes Jesus qualified to rule our lives?

· died on the cross for our sins

· He proved His love for us

· He is all knowing, all wise, all powerful

Consider Romans 11:33-12:1 (NIV)  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 

… [36] For from him and through him and to him are all things … [12:1] Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 

4. Application
4.1 Jesus is the sacrificial Lamb of God who took away the sin of the world.
· All people need to experience forgiveness through Him

· Believers need to tell of Him … publicly, privately

· This week review and practice a witnessing plan – F.A.I.T.H. or The Four Spiritual Laws, or the Roman Road

4.2 Every believer is a missionary
· As you go about your daily activities, be ready to tell others about Jesus

· Be ready for ignorance and prejudice opposing your witness
4.3 God will use your testimony
· He does the convincing, the convicting

· We need to follow Phillip’s example, suggest that people “come and see.”

· Be read to rejoice with those who receive Christ

You're the only Jesus that some will ever see


And you're the only words of life, some will ever read


So let them see in you the One in whom is all they'll ever need


'Cause you're the only Jesus, some will ever see


(Download demo audio at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bensonsound.com/lyrics/1218.htm" �http://www.bensonsound.com/lyrics/1218.htm�)





Many of the same responses as happened 2000 years ago








