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God Loves the Unlovely

1. Motivate

If someone were to select a spouse for you, whom would you trust to make the best choice?
· a close friend

· Dear Abby  ??

· parents

· eHarmony.com

· a sibling

· nobody but ME

2. Transition

Today we study about a man (a prophet) for whom God made a curious choice for a wife.
( God used Hosea’s situation as an object lesson for the nation of Israel

( We look at God’s mercy and grace despite man’s rebellion

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Startling Command

What are some strange things you have heard someone claim God told them to do?

· sell their house

· quit their job

· buy a Buick

· move to California (or wherever)

· marry a certain person (“God told me to marry you!”)

Listen for something strange that God told the prophet to do.
Hosea 1:2-3 (NIV)   When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, "Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the Lord." [3] So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 

God told Hosea to marry an adulterous wife.  How do you suppose Hosea felt about this message?

· surprised

· not so sure

· what will my folks say … the people down at the synagogue

· this seems to go against everything I’ve learned

What clues do you find in the passage about why God told Hosea to do this strange thing.

· verse 2

· because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery 
· they have departed from the Lord.

What important truths would Hosea’s love and faithfulness to this woman demonstrate to the people of Israel?

· God loves us no matter how bad we have been

· God is willing to forgive

· God is faithful to people who are not faithful to Him

Through Hosea, God showed the agony He experiences when His people reject Him deceive Him, betray Him.  Why do we do this to God?

· our sinful nature

· we show we care more for self than for God

· because we make bad choices

· we don’t depend on God’s strength to resist temptation
What things have  happened in your life so that you can see how much God loves you (despite the way you live)?
· God’s provisions

· God’s forgiveness

· daily blessings

· God’s protection

· God’s deliverance from habits

God pursues people both inside and outside the church who are unfaithful to Him.  Why?

· God IS love

· His attributes include grace and mercy … 

· He does not give us the punishment we deserve
· He does give us blessings we do not deserve

What are some “false gods” which grab for our time and attention and other resources?

· questionable entertainment

· substance abuse

· hobbies, sports

· wrong relationships

· giving in to lust

· excessive time spent on diversions such as soap operas or being a news junkie

You could call this spiritual promiscuity.  How can we change our lives so that we show stubborn loyalty to God?
· confess and repent of the “false gods”

· receive by faith God’s strength to defeat them

· replace these things with godly pursuits

· daily reading, heading of God’s Word

· involvement in kingdom ministries

3.2 God’s Severe Indictment
Listen for names Hosea is to use for his children.
Hosea 1:4-9 (NIV) Then the Lord said to Hosea, "Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. [5] In that day I will break Israel's bow in the Valley of Jezreel." [6] Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the Lord said to Hosea, "Call her Lo-Ruhamah, for I will no longer show love to the house of Israel, that I should at all forgive them. [7] Yet I will show love to the house of Judah; and I will save them--not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but by the Lord their God." [8] After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. [9] Then the Lord said, "Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not your God. 
 What were the names and the meaning of the names of the children?

	Names
	Meanings

	· Jezreel

· Lo-Ruhama

· Lo-Ammi
	· Israel will be defeated in this valley

· Not loved

· Not my People


Apparently the prophet had some visibility or notoriety and people observed this family … What would people think/do/say about children with these names

· ask why he named them so

· give him opportunity to preach/exhort the people, the leaders

· it would certainly generate a lot of talk!

In what  other ways does God sometimes speak to us through our family situations?

· teach us the wonder of His creation in seeing children and grandchildren grow up from babies to mature adults

· teach us patience through family situations

· teach us to depend on God

· teach us lessons of faith … little children have very simple and real faith

How does God discipline His people today, to get them to return to Him?

· allows people to fail, learning to not trust themselves, trust in God

· allow people to suffer consequences or just desserts of their folly (health problems from overeating, substance abuse, promiscuity)

· when we see the results of our rebellion, we realize the reason for God’s rules or life principles

· sometimes we need our “cage to be rattled” just to get our attention, sometimes called a “wakeup call”

How do these kind of actions by God show His love for us …why is it not just God getting even or zapping us for our misdeeds?

· Consider Proverbs 13:24 (NLT)      If you refuse to discipline your children, it proves you don't love them; if you love your children, you will be prompt to discipline them. 

· God only disciplines those whom He loves

· if He didn’t care, he wouldn’t bother … just let us “stew in our own juices”

3.3 God’s Miraculous Grace
Listen for what God requires of His people for their lives to be turned around.

Hosea 3:1-5 (NIV)   The Lord said to me, "Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes."  [2] So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. [3] Then I told her, "You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will live with you."  [4] For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or idol. [5] Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the Lord and to his blessings in the last days.

What commands did the Lord give Hosea? 

· Go, show our love to your wife again

· show love, even though she is an adulteress

· Love her like God loved the Israelites

· he bought her back
In what way was Hosea demonstrating God’s attitude towards people today?
· God continues to show His love, despite our sinfulness

· God wants to welcome people back to Himself

· He has purchased our ransom from slavery to sin, 

· He has bought our freedom

· God will demonstrate tough love and accomplish the return of our lives to righteousness

· God offers second chances … and third and fourth …

Why is it hard for us to offer people second chances?

·  we think they had their chance to get it right the first time … why do they deserve another opportunity

· we think they won’t appreciate it

· we figure they’ll probably mess up all over again, and again

( And yet God does offer us the opportunity to start over

( Furthermore, He enables us to get it right this time around

At God’s direction, Hosea intervened in the life of Gomer to facilitate renewal.  
As a class, how could we intervene in someone else’s life to be a force of renewal, to help them be reunited with God?

· show love to them

· pray for them

· include them in our activities

· do not demonstrate a judgmental or critical attitude

· help them in tangible ways

· contact them, communicate with them (phone, letter, email, etc.)

4. Application
4.1 If you know of people who have fallen into a sinful lifestyle …

· pray for them faithfully

· keep in contact with them

· do not cut them off … always allow the opportunity to return

· pray with others about what proactive redemptive steps might be taken

4.2 Who might you know that has come to believe that God is disciplining him or her because of disobedience?

· offer encouragement

· offer support

· look up scriptures that you could share concerning God’s forgiveness and restoration available

4.3 Discuss amongst your family this week

· How has God demonstrated “tough love” in your lives?

· How have we responded to God’s intervention in these situations?

· How should we respond?

· What could we do to avoid God having to intervene in our lives with His loving discipline?
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