12/13/09
Joy to the World

1. Motivate

What are some songs that bring joy to your heart during this Christmas season?  What are some of your favorite carols?
· Joy to the World

· Mary Did You Know

· Silent Night
· O Come, O Come Emmanuel

· Good Christian Men, Rejoice

· Angels We Have Heard on High

Sing together, Joy to the World
2. Transition

Today we look at how Jesus birth would bring Joy to people both at that time and now!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Joy in Acknowledging Who God Is
Listen for characteristics about God mentioned by Mary.
Luke 1:46-50 (NIV) And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord [47] and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, [48] for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, [49] for the Mighty One has done great things for me-- holy is his name. [50] His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. 
What attributes of God are extolled in the first part of Mary’s song?

· He is God and Savior

· He is mindful of His people’s condition

· Mighty One

· Holy name

· mercy
What different titles for God did Mary mention in her song? (1:46-47, 49)

· Savior

· Mighty One

· Holy Name

In what way were Mary’s plans interrupted by the sequence of events in these passages?

· plan to marry Joseph

· now she had to wait

· plan to be a virgin bride 

· now she will bear a child out of wedlock

· plan to have a normal home

· now she will be mother to the Messiah

How can she be rejoicing with all these interruptions and upheavals in her life?

· she is trusting God

· she is surrendered to, submitted to God

· she is obedient to God’s will

· she believed God’s will was a good thing, even if it seemed to cause hardship

So what specific reasons does Mary give for her rejoicing in God?
· He has been mindful of my humble state

· generations to come will see me as a blessed person

· the Mighty One has done great things for me

· His name is holy

· He is merciful to those who fear Him

· His mercy extends to succeeding generations

Mary enumerated several reasons for being joyful.  How does contemplating wonderful things God has done in your life in the past affect your joy right now?

· you need to remind yourself of His power and wisdom in previous situations

· you are then aware of how He is the same God and can work the same kind of miracle

· you get your focus off your problems

· instead you focus on who God is, on His power in the current situation

Let’s take some time right now in our class to express praise to God for what He has done in our individual lives through this past year … despite upheavals and interruptions
· family members who came to Jesus

· financial needs met

· job situations restored

· family relationships restored

· physical problems resolved

· answers to prayer

· a house sold/purchased

· a healthy new baby (grandbaby)

· a loved one “graduated” to heaven

· God’s direction made plain

· safety in travel

· even something as simple as a beautiful sunrise or sunset or your flower garden

· opportunities for service in God’s Kingdom

3.2 Joy in How God Works
Listen for what God has done.
Luke 1:51-53 (NIV) He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. [52] He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. [53] He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 
According to Mary, what good things had God done for her?
· performed mighty deeds with His arm

· scattered the proud (was she anticipating those who would or had already accused her of being a bad person?)

· brought down rulers but lifted up the humble

· (contrast with how the world looks at people)

· filled the hungry with good things – provided for her needs

Why do you think Mary mentioned God’s justice with the proud, the rich, and rulers?

· she anticipated or already had experienced the accusations of people around her

· she felt powerless against local officials who might censure her

· she probably wondered how she and Joseph were going to manage 

· this was her way of saying, “God sees, God is just, God will provide”

Note the “performed mighty deeds with His arm.”  Consider the words to the 4th verse of  Joy to the World

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love,  
And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders, of His love.

How does God exert and demonstrate “mighty deeds with His arm” as He rules the world?

· control the elements of nature

· shape history

· put the right people in the right place to accomplish His purposes

· guide circumstances

· send angels to protect, to announce, to set up events

Mary was not a high profile person when all this began, yet God used her in a most significant way.  What does this tell us about God accomplishing His purposes through very normal people like us?

· God is the one doing the accomplishing

· Mary (and we) must be submissive to what God is doing

· we must trust God’s wisdom, power, authority, love

· God can do great things through people the world considers insignificant
3.3 Joy in Reliability of God
What are some other words that describe someone who is trustworthy and reliable?

· faithful

· dependable

· truthful

· loyal

· unfailing

As we read the next passage, listen for how God demonstrates these qualities.
Luke 1:54-55 (NIV) He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful [55] to Abraham and his descendants forever, even as he said to our fathers."  

According to these verses, how did God show His reliability?
· He helped the nation of Israel

· He demonstrated mercy

· He was merciful to Abraham, to his descendants for all time

· He is merciful now to our generations

What evidence do we have today that God is still keeping His promises?

· God’s Word declares it
· Consider Hebrews 13:8 (NIV) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

· God still answers prayers 

· God is still in control

· God still draws people to Himself for salvation

What promises have you seen answered in your lifetime?

· protection

· provision

· guidance, direction

· healing

· God’s intervention into a situation – affecting the outcome of a sequence of events

How do God’s promises become more important to us as we grow older?

· we have seen more of them fulfilled

· we have more assurances that they will continue to be fulfilled in the future

· we have more reasons to realize the need of those promises

How can we use our awareness of God’s reliability to encourage others?

· we can share how God’s faithfulness and reliability with our children and grandchildren

· when others go through difficult times, we can share what God has done for us

· other people who might be struggling need someone outside the situation to remind them of God’s power, authority, love, and reliability

4. Application
4.1 Believers who experience joy will acknowledge God’s greatness by words and lifestyle
· Tell God you are grateful for His provision and protection

· Tell others what God has done for you

· Face each day’s challenges with the assurance of God’s sufficiency

4.2 Real joy is the deep, settled confidence of abiding in God’s grace
· Mary had that joy in the midst of unsettling yet exciting events in her life

· Like Mary, become involved in God’s redemptive purposes

· Become involved in performing humble service for Him
4.3 As a Christian, your joy is grounded in God’s faithfulness to you.
· This week enumerate ways in which God has shown Himself faithful to you this year

· Share this list with your family

· Be ready to share with someone who needs a reminder of God’s faithfulness

As we enumerate these praise items, let’s remember that God is working powerfully in the areas of our lives where we are concerned or burdened
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