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Love One Another 

1. Motivate

What is the most important quality you look for in a restaurant?
· good food

· right sized portions

· good service

· don’t have to wait too long, too often

· friendly wait staff

· right prices

· variety of choices

What about the most important quality you look for in Christian relationships?

· trustworthy

· caring

· faithful

· loving

2. Transition

Obviously love is an important quality in a Christian relationship

( Today we look at how to daily demonstrate love to one another

3. Bible Study

3.1 Christ Commanded Love
Listen for how love is to be shown.
John 13:34-35 (NIV)   "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. [35] By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

Jesus previously confirmed this statement of the teacher of the law,  'Love your neighbor as yourself.'    So what was new about this command (look at preceding verses)?  

· demonstrated just before this by His washing of their feet

· we are to love as Jesus loves

· it will be an indication of being a disciple of Jesus

There were so many things the disciples needed to know.  Why emphasize love?

· this was the basis for everything else
· it was motivation for ministry

· it facilitated good cooperation amongst believers 

· acting in love was to be a way in which unbelievers would draw people to Jesus
What does it mean for you to love people as Jesus has loved them?

· implies the agape love

· means we will love someone without expectation of reciprocity

· the love will be unconditional

· the love will seek the best for the other person

· we will love even if we are not loved back

· we are even willing to give of our lives if necessary (Jesus did!)

How is love a sign that someone is a disciple of Christ?
· it is a reflection of what Jesus did (and still does)

· we can only love that way through the power of God’s Spirit within us

· it is significantly different from the way that the world relates to one another

· it is the members of Body of Christ (the Church) ministering to one another

Witnessing to nonbelievers without loving believers is pointless.  Why?
· church loses its testimony

· the world is convinced we are no different than they are

· they see us as hypocrites

· good talk but no walk

· they disregard any witness we may seek to give

· when we invite them to church, they don’t want to be around that kind of aggravation

Why is it hard to show Jesus’ love to different kinds of individuals?

· because, like the question says, they are different from us

· they have character traits that we dislike 

· we disagree with them about ______ (politics, worship styles, sports, etc.)

· they act weird (define it however you want to!)

· they are too old fashioned/new-fangled in the way they do things

· they talk too much (not enough)

· bad breath, BO, sing off key, clack their dentures

How will people we encounter daily know we are Jesus’ followers?

· give them a smile, not a grumpy face

· a pleasant response

· without being gushy or insincere, pass along a kind word 

· go out of your way to offer people a helping hand

· encourage them when they are down

· show interest in them by listening

How has God shown His love for you?
· Jesus died on the cross for our sins

· God daily provides our needs

· God protects us

· God works in our lives – gives wisdom, guidance, direction

How can we pass that on to others around us?

· share the Good News that Jesus died for them

· minister to real needs around us

· act with grace and mercy towards all people

3.2 Actions Demonstrate Love
Listen for a definition or description of love.
1 John 3:10b  (NIV)   Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.  …  [12]     Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous.  … [16] This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. [17] If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? [18] Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

According to this passage, how is someone who is not a child of God identified?

· does not do what is right

· does not love his brother

How then, can we know that we are children of God?

· we can conclude that someone who is a child of God will love his brother 

· and do what is right
How was Cain a counter example of love?

· murdered his brother

· belonged to the evil one

· his actions were evil

· contrast his brother whose actions were righteous

So according to this passage, how do we know what love is? 

· example of Jesus Christ

· laid down His life for us

· died in our place

· took the punishment (death) we deserved for our sinful lives

· gave of himself totally

What characterizes a person who does not have the love of God in him/her?

· the person has material possessions

· sees a brother in need

· has no pity, does not share, does not show generosity

 How should Christians love? 

· not with just words

· not with only what we say

· rather demonstrated by actions

· show true love

Why is it easier to love with words rather than actions?

· it’s easy to talk a good line, harder to actually do it

· talk requires no commitment

· the saying goes, “talk is cheap”

3.3 God Enables Love
Listen for the key word in this passage that shows God’s nature.
1 John 4:7-13 (NIV)   Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. [8] Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. [9] This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. [10] This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. [11] Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. [12] No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.    [13] We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  …  [19] We love because he first loved us. 

What were the readers of 1 John encouraged to do? 

· love one another

· demonstrates our new life in Christ

· shows we know God, have a personal relationship with Him

What is the relationship between loving and knowing God? 

· loving one another demonstrates our new life in Christ

· shows we know God, have a personal relationship with Him

· not loving demonstrates a person does not know God

· based on the reality of God’s nature … God is love

What is the difference between saying “God loves” and “God is love”?

	God loves
	God is love

	· it is one of many things He does

· implies He might do something else sometimes
	· His whole nature demonstrates love
· everything He does is loving

· he cannot do or be anything else but do good for others


What is love?  What is it not?
· not  demonstrated by our attitudes and actions

· not demonstrated by us loving God

· rather by God’s action

How is love an action verb?

· if we truly love someone or something, it must show up

· it will be shown by how we treat that person, that thing

· it will be seen by what we do
· we will give top priority to that person

· we will do things for the person for their sake alone, not for hope, desire, or expectation of reciprocal favor

· we will do without something for ourselves in order to provide benefit for the object of our love
4. Application
4.1 God calls us to love one another
· This week look for ways to demonstrate self-giving love like Jesus showed

· Be aware of how the world looks at our attitudes and actions towards one another

4.2 God showed His love towards us by sending Jesus to die on the cross.
· Be sensitive to situations where you can give of yourself to those in need around you

· Show love by your actions … not just in what you say
4.3 God is the source of and power to love
· Ask God to demonstrate especially the Fruit of the Spirit, love, in your life this week

· Tell Him you cannot love some of the folk around you in your own strength

· Then watch Him at work in your life
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