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Personal Rights

1. Motivate

What animals do you know about that use camouflage?  How do they use it?
· arctic fox – white
· walking stick insect – looks like surrounding twigs 

· fawn, baby deer – looks like surrounding foliage
· rattle snake – looks like surrounding rocks and dirt

· certain species of praying mantis look like leaves

· butterflies, moths – look like surroundings

2. Transition

Today ( we consider the spiritual equivalent to camouflage
· It makes things different from what they really are

· Self-indulgence promises satisfaction but leads to slavery, not freedom

3. Bible Study

3.1 Why Not Self-Indulge?
Listen for a description of false teachers.
Peter 2:10b-15 (NIV)  Bold and arrogant, these men are not afraid to slander celestial beings; [11] yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not bring slanderous accusations against such beings in the presence of the Lord. [12] But these men blaspheme in matters they do not understand. They are like brute beasts, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like beasts they too will perish. [13] They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you. [14] With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in greed--an accursed brood! 
What are some of the actions of people who are bold enough to slander celestial beings?
· follow corrupt desire of sinful nature

· they despise authority

· blaspheme in matters they do not understand

· they never stop sinning

· they seduce the unstable

· pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight

What are some other characteristics and descriptions of such people

· they are bold an arrogant

· they have eyes of adultery

· like brute beasts

· they are experts in greed

· they are an accursed brood

Why do you think Peter described these people as “bold and arrogant?”  Which of their attitudes or actions displayed boldness and arrogance?

· they  didn’t think the rules were for them – they despised authority

· they didn’t hide their carousing, they did so in broad daylight

· they denounced/cursed (blasphemed) things that they didn’t know anything about

How could we know when our personal, free choices have become self-indulgent?
· we don’t listen to warnings from friends, mentors

· we ignore the guidance of scripture

· we declare that we don’t care what people think, we’ll do it anyway

· when we continually, repeatedly put ourselves first – ahead of family, friends, others

Peter describes people who thought they were free to do these things.  How did they mess up the freedom they thought they had?

· went off on their own, without guidance from others

· pampered their own selves, with no regard for the needs or rights of others

· confused “freedom” with “license”

· confuse “privilege” with “right”

· didn’t submit to God’s guidance in their lives

Self-indulgence permeates our culture also.  What is wrong with it?

· definitions:

· an inability to resist the gratification of whims and desires
· excess in action and immoderate indulgence of bodily appetites, especially in passion or indulgence
· ignores needs of others around us

· lack of control of one’s own life
· become slave to personal desires

What would be some examples of self-indulgence in our lives – even within lives of church-going people?

· materialism – always wanting the newest and the best

· pursuing our own dreams in the lives of our children (sports, academics, music, the arts)

· substance abuse – including doughnuts, cookies, and chocolate!

How does one stop or get rid of the attitudes and actions of self-indulgence?

· must confess it … agree with God that it is sin

· must repent from it, turn your life in the other direction

· would mean making right choices

· would

3.2 What Happens If You Do?
Listen for natural phenomena compared to the self-indulgent.
2 Peter 2:15-19 (NIV)   They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the wages of wickedness. [16] But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey--a beast without speech--who spoke with a man's voice and restrained the prophet's madness. [17] These men are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. [18] For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of sinful human nature, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. [19] They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity--for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him. 
Peter is describing people who got on the wrong road.  What natural phenomena did he use to describe them?
· springs without water

· mists driven by a storm

· blackest darkness reserved them

What further evil actions are listed, especially concerning their influence on others?

· mouth empty, boastful words

· appeal to lustful desires of sinful human nature

· entice new believers into error

· promise freedom, even though they are slaves of depravity

How do greed and self-indulgence pull us away from the God we claim to love?

·  we take our eyes off Jesus

· we quit trusting

· we quit listening to Jesus

· we listen instead to our own sinful nature

· Paul says “reckon yourselves to be dead to sin”  … when you quit doing that, you end up “alive” to sin

Consider a gift bag … empty.    How does this empty bag illustrate the teachings of those who promote self-indulgence?
· looks like it will be something really exciting

· makes the (assumed) promise of something worthwhile

· ends up being nothing

· pretty on the outside, empty on the inside

When do needs cross over into indulgence?
· when we think we cannot do without them, no matter what

· when we compromise our principles to get them

· when we hurt our physical or spiritual health by acquiring such things

· when God’s Holy Spirit begins to convict/convince us of our wrong attitudes and motives

How can we use personal rights and our belongings to serve others?

· provide transportation for an elderly person
· use your lawn tools to mow and maintain the lawn of a single mother

· be generous with your finances, giving to missions, to benevolent ministries of your church

· offer use of your home for a Bible study location or children’s outreach

3.3 Who Will You Be Instead?
What are some games which require you to imitate someone?
· follow the leader

· Simon says

Listen for whom Paul suggests you should imitate.

Philip. 3:17-21 (NIV)     Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. [18] For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. [19] Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. [20] But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, [21] who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

How did Paul describe God’s enemies? 

· destiny is destruction

· their god is their stomach

· their glory is in their shame

· mind on earthly things

By contrast, what characterizes citizens of heaven? 

· citizenship in heaven

· eagerly awaiting a Savior from there, Jesus

· transformed bodies to be like Jesus

What advice does Paul give to improve your spiritual life?

· follow his example

· join with others also doing so (learn and grow together as a group)

· follow the pattern of living he had given

· do not follow negative examples … enemies of the cross

What kinds of things do we learn from a spiritual mentor?

· how to live a victorious Christian life

· how to become a better witness

· how to pray

· specific concepts learned from scripture study

· tips on how to teach others

· how to avoid a besetting (or besotting) sin

What can you do so that you will be a positive spiritual mentor or example and not an enemy of the cross?

· instead of pursuing physical or material things, pursue knowing God

· heed the convicting/convincing work of the Holy Spirit when you fail the Lord and make wrong choice

· set your mind, your goal on spiritual things, not physical
4. Application
4.1 False teachers attempt to distort what you believe and how you should live
· Be forewarned that false teachers promote and practice self-indulgence

· Such people also set bad examples both inside and outside the church

· Note the false teaching you see presented/implied by entertainment and media this week

4.2 God has given us the free will to choose
· At the same time this does not justify sinful living

· Beware of anyone who tries to get you to depart from the right way

· Ask God to help you make right choices 
4.3 Our culture favors a life of self-indulgence
· Self-indulgence leads not to freedom but to slavery

· Think of yourself as a pilgrim of faith, living by heaven’s standards

· Fill your mind with God’s Truth, not the world’s lies
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