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The Case for God’s Involvement

1. Motivate

What are some different views people have of police officers?
· fear

· distrust

· safety when they are present

· security

How is God like or unlike a police officer?

	Like
	Unlike

	· authority

· protects us

· gives security
	· cannot be corrupted

· power unlimited
· all wise


2. Transition

God is an authority over us – a real one.

Today we look at ways how God is present in our lives … how He is involved personally.
3. Bible Study

3.1 God is Personal and Present
Listen for places the psalmist mentions in this passage where the presence of God's Spirit is found.

Psalm 139:7-10 (NIV) Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? [8] If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. [9] If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, [10] even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.  

What rhetorical question did David pose to the Lord? 

· Where can I go/escape from your Spirit

· Where can I flee from  your presence

What do the words “escape” and “flee” imply about how David felt about God’s involvement in his life?

· fear

· didn’t want God meddling 

· didn’t want God looking too closely

Why do people today want to escape or flee from God?

· they know they have sinned

· like Adam and Eve, they don’t want God to show up and condemn them

· they don’t want God telling them what to do

· they have defied God, rebelled against Him

So where is God's Spirit to be found?

· the heavens (vertically up)

· the depths (vertically down)

· on the wings of the dawn (going east as far as possible)

· on the far side of the sea (going west as far as possible)

· in darkness (night or day – going forward into time)


How does God's presence with you everywhere and at all times
make a statement about how He views human life, about His regard for you?

· He is interested in us

· He watches over us no matter where we are

· He sees us geographically everywhere, no matter where we go

· He shows His concern for our future

What were some times in your life when you especially needed to feel the presence of God?

· loneliness

· depression

· illness

· despair over family problems

· worry over finances

· danger

Why is that assurance of God's presence sometimes hard to find?

· we are not focusing on God

· we are like Peter, walking on the water and focusing on the “waves around us”

· we have not been communicating with God through prayer, through His word

· we are not “tuned in” to the reality of God's presence

· we have been doing something that we did not want to acknowledge God's presence – we would be ashamed

What can you do to increase the awareness of God's constant presence in your life?

· spend time with Him

· reading His Word

· memorizing Scripture which God brings to our mind at strategic times

· practice the presence of God – looking for His workings in you life, “sightings”

3.2 God Guides and Provides
Listen for how God provided during 40 years in the wilderness.
Deut. 8:2-5 (NIV)  Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. [3] He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. [4] Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. [5] Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 

 Let’s list all that God did for Israel during the previous 40 years.

· led them in the desert

· humbled them, tested them whether they would keep His commands

· taught them that you don’t live by bread alone

· taught them to live according to what God says

· He kept their clothes from wearing out

· He protected their health

· He was teaching them to live a disciplined life

Why do you think Moses would need to tell them to remember?

· how quick we forget

· some of them were quite young at the time or not even born yet,

· might not remember other than just stories they heard

· we think we would never forget such things, but out of sight, out of mind

What experiences have you had of God providing for your physical needs in unusual ways?

· healing

· God provided money needed for a particular situation

· God protected during an accident or a fall or a mishap 

· God provided a job at just the right time

· God sent someone to help you with a problem or a difficult decision

How does God provide for you in ordinary ways?

· an ongoing job or career

· opportunities for a temporary 2nd job when needed

· good advice from a friend or colleague

· good spiritual direction in the teaching and preaching at church

How does pride keep us from seeing God’s provision for us?

· when a need is met, you pat yourself on the back and say, “sure had to work hard for that!”

· “Of course I had enough money, I’ve been saving for years.”

· “Good thing I looked hard in the phone book for that special doctor”

· we take provisions for granted without actually looking to attribute them to God
· we like to think we can do things on our own, we don’t need anyone else

· we like to be independent

What can we do about such pride?

· start looking specifically for ways in which God has met our needs

· get into the habit of thanking God each day for your job, the strength to work, the plenty you have (especially in contrast to so many people in the world)

· when God answers a prayer, be sure to thank Him, attribute to Him the praise He deserves

3.3 God Stepped into History
Listen for how Paul defines the mind of Christ.
Philip. 2:5-11 (NIV) Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: [6] Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, [7] but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. [8] And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! [9] Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
What did Christ set aside when He became a man? 

· was in the nature of God (He was God)

· but he didn’t grasp after equality with God

· took on the role of a servant

· lived with human limitations (omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence, …)

· just like any other human, He died

Why did Christ take on the limitations of being human even though He was of the same nature as God? 

· wanted to live with all the same experiences we have

· had to live a life without sin as a human

· then he could be the correct substitute to take our punishment

How has God’s stepping into history changed the world?
· provided salvation for all men

· showed us that God really does care for us, love us

· the sin problem has been solved

· Christ defeated Satan and death

How does God continue to be involved in our lives day by day?

· speaks to us through His Word

· God’s Spirit dwells within our lives

· hears and answers our prayers

· produces within our lives the Fruit of the Spirit

· empowers us for service by special Gifts of the Spirit

What is an appropriate response to the ways God has involved Himself in our lives?

· worship

· declare our praise

· thanksgiving

· submission, obedience

· daily communication

· service

· tell others

4. Application
4.1 Know that God is not an absentee “landlord.”
· He is present in our lives

· Don’t try to escape from Him

· Thank Him this week for His presence – depend on His presence

4.2 Remember with gratitude the wonderful gifts God has given you
· Look up and meditate on the words of the song, Count Your Blessings
· Make a list of blessings for which to thank the Lord

· Actively look for His guidance this week
4.3 Think about how much the Son of God gave up to leave heaven and come to earth
· Remember that this was the ultimate involvement in human history

· God is still at work in history today, accomplishing His purposes

· Tell God you are willing to be His instrument for reaching out to a needy world
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