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Fulfilling Jesus’ Prayer



1. Motivate

What are some strategies when doing jigsaw puzzles?

· look for the edges

· look for matching colors

· look for specific parts of the picture

What happens when pieces of the puzzle are missing?

· makes it harder to do

· makes the picture incomplete

Suppose that each member of a church has or is a piece of a puzzle.

· members come together to unite their pieces in order for the church to unite their pieces 

· how well it happens determines how well the church fulfills its purpose

If some members contributions are missing (either by accident or on purpose), what happens to the church and its mission?

· there are holes in it

· it is incomplete

· the total effect is less than ideal, less than God intends

2. Transition

When unchurched people look at a church in which people have not come together for the cause of Christ, what will they notice?

· something is missing

· there are gaps in the ministry

· disunity can be glaringly obvious

Today ( we wish to look at Jesus prayer for unity …

· for the disciples

· for their mission

· for future disciples .. that’s us

3. Bible Study

3.1 Prayer for His Disciples

Listen for things that Jesus specifically prayed for His disciples.

John 17:6-11 

  "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.  [7] Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.  [8] For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.  [9] I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  [10] All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.  [11] I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name--the name you gave me--so that they may be one as we are one.  

What did Jesus pray for the disciples?

· that the Father protect them

· that they be protected by the power of the very Name of God

· that they be united as are God the Father and God the Son

Look in the passage for the following:

	The Father’s gifts
	Jesus actions
	The disciples responses

	· gave Jesus the disciples

· given them out of the world

· gave Jesus words to say
	· revealed the Father

· gave the disciples the words He had from the Father

· prayed that they would be protected

· prayed that they would be united
	· accepted Jesus words (from the Father)

· believed the Father had sent the Son

· glorified God by their trust and obedience


Is the unity of believers for which Jesus prayed something that we achieve or receive?

	Receive
	Achieve

	· God is the one accomplishing it

· we can only receive as truth that which Jesus has declared

· Jesus prayed that God would give it, we cannot work for it
	· we must choose to be unified

· if we continually choose to oppose one another, favoring our own opinion, we never accomplish unity with other believers


According to this passage how do we glorify God?

· trusting God

· obeying Him

Consider Psalm 50:8-15  I do not rebuke you for your sacrifices  or your burnt offerings, which are ever before me.  [9]  I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from your pens,  [10]  for every animal of the forest is mine,  and the cattle on a thousand hills.  [11] I know every bird in the mountains,  and the creatures of the field are mine.  [12] If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it.  [13] I don’t need the bulls you sacrifice; I don’t need the blood of goats.  [14]What I want instead is your true thanks to God.  I want you to fulfill your vows to the Most High.  [15] Trust me in your times of trouble and I will rescue you, and you will give me glory.

Consider what really pleases God 

· not the things we say we do for Him

· there’s nothing we can “do” to appease Him, to “help” Him

· what pleases Him is our trust, our prayers, our praise for answered prayer and our praise for who He is

3.2 Prayer for His Disciples’ Mission

Listen for the commission Jesus gave His disciples.

John 17:15-18 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  [16] They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.  [17] Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  [18] As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.  

What would it mean to be both in the world and of the world?

· live and work among unbelievers

· have an identical lifestyle and attitude about God as unbelievers

· attitudes and actions are the same as ungodly people

· makes you wonder about if such a person is even a believer

Why is being not in the world, withdrawing from the world not a valid solution?

· we are supposed to be salt and light

· if they are separated from the things they are supposed to affect, their purpose is defeated

· even if we are withdrawn from worldly influence, we still end up struggling with our own sinful nature – we cannot withdraw from ourselves

How then can we be in the world, but not of the world?

· we choose to follow, to obey God's commands (in His strength)

· we reject the secular, world view of things

· We apply Col. 3:1-3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  [2] Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  [3] For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  

What does it mean when Jesus prays, “Sanctify them by the truth”?

· “sanctify” means to be set apart (from the world)

· when we hear and head/apply God's Truth, our hearts and minds are more and more on spiritual things

· we lose the secular world view, mindset

· we gain the spiritual, Biblical view

What is the relationship between holy living and fulfilling Christ’s mission?

· living a life of holiness (separation) is part and parcel of Christ’s mission for us

· when we live separate from the influence of the world, we demonstrate the power of God at work in our lives

· we are most effective in our Christian witness when we can demonstrate a life that is not dependent on the same things the world holds near and dear (materialism, lust for pleasure and power, etc.)

3.3 Prayer for Future Disciples

Listen for comments Jesus makes on unity.

John 17:20-26   "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,  [21] that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  [22] I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  [23] I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  [24]   "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.  [25] 

  "Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me.  [26] I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."

In what ways can the demonstration of Christian unity (or the lack thereof) impact unbelievers?

· disunity makes Christians look like a bunch of squabbling kids

· disunity makes Christianity look unattractive, why would someone want to become involved in all that aggravation?

· unity has a “get on the bandwagon” effect on people’s thinking, 

· they want to be part of something that draws people together, rather than splitting them apart

What then, are evidences of spiritual unity.  What are barriers to unity.

	Evidences
	Barriers

	· same basic trust in Christ for Salvation 

· have the same goal and purpose

· glorifying God together

· working together to bring the lost to Christ

· live out the oneness that is demonstrated by the three Persons of the Trinity
	· depend on human strength and wisdom

· fixated on one’s own personal opinions and goals

· never allow for the possibility of anyone else’s opinions

· a narrow view of what God's plans and purposes are


How might verse 24 refer not only to our existence in heaven but also to our life here and now on earth?

· “be with me” can mean our daily walk and fellowship with Jesus

· we can observe the glory of who Jesus is and his power at work in our daily lives right now

· in a sense that power might be demonstrated even more in the midst of a sinful world – enabling us to live separate and righteous lives

· we experience Jesus love for us right now – knowing of His redeeming work on the cross and the new life He creates within us daily

4. Conclusion – Application

Focus on the four basic petitions of Christ’s prayer:

4.1 Security: 

· Jesus prayed that the Father would guard, keep, protect believers from the power and influence of Satan

· We then, are to entrust ourselves into His care and keeping, to rely on His strength

4.2 Holiness:

· The Lord wants us to live in such a way that we are in the world (to be a positive influence)

· But at the same time we are not of the world – it does not have a negative effect on us

4.3 Mission:

· We are called to live holy lives which will be the basis for bold witnessing

· He sends us into the world in the same way that the Father sent Jesus into the world

4.4 Oneness:

· Jesus wants us to express the oneness that all true believers have in Jesus

· This unity is a gift from God but must be received and lived out by an act of our will
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