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HEAVEN



1. Motivate

What is one of the happiest or best memories you have from your past?

· good times together as a family

· a trip you took
· winning the championship
· getting that diploma
· paying off the mortgage
· a special holiday
2. Transition

Those are good memories from the past.   Today we want to look at happy and good “memories” of our eternal future … we are studying HEAVEN!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Heaven is Holy and Eternal
Listen for things not needed in heaven and why they are not needed.

Rev. 21:22-27  I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. [23] The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. [24] The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. [25] On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. [26] The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. [27] Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

According to this passage, why is a temple not needed in heaven?

· God, Himself is right there … His presence is literal

· His presence is felt throughout heaven

· His presence is not in a limited space and location

Why are the sun and moon no longer needed?

· God’s glory provides the light

· Jesus (the Lamb) is the “lamp”

· Glory is God’s “visible” revelation of himself

· we may have new senses that “receive” that glorious revelation

· or God’s glorious presence generates that kind of radiation everywhere

· the key is that it is God’s glorious presence

Even though the gates will never be shut, who will and will not be allowed to enter?

· nothing impure will ever enter

· no one who does what is shameful, deceitful

· only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life

( Heaven is holy … separate … set apart … without sin

· it is the place where our Holy God will reside

· and those who have been made righteous
Note the mention of the kings and nations (peoples of the earth) bringing glory, splendor, and tribute into the open gates of heaven.  Heaven is eternal – this will happen forever! 

How could you offer up your own glory to God today … this coming week … before eternity even starts?

· singing songs of worship to the Lord

· praising His name to others

· witnessing of what He has done in your life to people who don’t know Him

· giving of resources so that the Gospel message can be known throughout the world

· studying what God wants you to know in His Word and applying it, living by it’s instruction

· talking to God as a friend … declaring to Him your trust to handle those issues that concern you

3.2 Heaven is Assured
Listen for what Jesus tells the disciples that would help them not be troubled.

John 14:1-4 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  [2] In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.  [3] And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  [4] You know the way to the place where I am going."  

Think about what reasons they had to be troubled about the future …

· Jesus had predicted His death

· He had announced that one of the twelve would betray Him

· He told Peter that he would deny Him

· He told them He was going away (and they couldn’t come with Him)

Heaven is assured.   What did He say here that would assure them not to be troubled?

· You can trust in God, and in me

· I’m going to my Father’s house to make arrangements, prepare places for you

· I’m coming back to take you there

· You know the way to get there (“I am the way …”)

What kinds of things trouble us about the future?

· finances, the economy

· terrorism

· declining health

· how will our kids, our grandkids turn out (what if they end up being absolutely defiant and rebellious?)

· how will I get by alone?

· what will happen if my child/grandchild (or even spouse) must go into combat?

How do  Jesus’ assurances apply to our troubled feelings?

· we also need to believe in God, in Christ

· God is making arrangements for our futures … both in heaven and in our days here on earth

· Jesus will return for us also

· He will  take us to be with Him

· For us also, He is The Way
What if you were in heaven and you could write a postcard to your friends and family back on earth … you are writing to one of them who has just received troubling news.  What would you say to assure them? 
· wish you were here

· I can tell you that God loves you personally

· God's power is way beyond anything you can imagine, He’ll take care of things

· what seems troubling now won’t even matter when you get here

· hang on … God will get you through this … He sees you, He knows what’s happening … He’s working it out

· It’s important that you trust God right now … others are seeing how you respond and your life is having an effect more than you can know

3.3 Heaven is Vibrant and Endowed

Listen for aspects of nature that John saw in the new Jerusalem.

Rev. 22:1-5 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb [2] down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. [3] No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. [4] They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. [5] There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 

Heaven is vibrant, we will be active.  What activities will be taking place in heaven?

· God's servants will serve Him

· seems to imply meaningful activity (contrast to boring inactivity)

· we will reign with Him forever

· we will worship him

How do you suppose your service to God in heaven might parallel your service to God on earth?

· may be similar in nature

· if you did a lot of it on earth, you are already used to it and enjoy it even more – you have a head start

· if you didn’t do much of it, you will have to learn how!

Heaven is endowed.  What elements of nature did John record in this passage?

· river of water of life

· a street

· tree of life

· a different crop of fruit each month (still passage of time?)

· leaves of the tree

· healing of the nations

3.4 Heaven is New

Listen for things about the new heaven and new earth that are different from what we have now.

Rev. 21:1-7 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. [2] I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. [4] He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." [5] He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!"
What things are listed as present, what are missing in the new heaven and new earth?

	In Heaven
	Missing from Heaven

	· dwelling of God with men
· He lives with them

· everything new

· drink without cost from the spring of the water of life
	· no longer any sea

· tears wiped away

· nor death

· no mourning, 

· no crying, 

· no pain

· old order of things passed away



In what life situations are these verses comforting?

· when we are all to aware of our declining health

· when we lose a loved one
· when we deal with houses and cars that are falling apart

· when we see the decline of our culture, our society due to sin

Consider the significance of the absence of these things
· all these things are the result of sin in our world

· if they are not there, then there are no results of sin

· and there is no sin to cause them!

What do you think is the significance of the newness?  Why is it important to understand that heaven is a place where everything is made new?

· the old earth is so stained by sin, it will be replaced

· the new heaven is made even more beautiful

· Jerusalem had been destroyed at the time of John’s writing … it was rebuilt anew

· we are told that at salvation we are a new creation (spiritually)  2 Cor. 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  , then everything (including us) will be literally new creations

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Will you Enter the Kingdom of Heaven?
Listen for who it is who will be allowed to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

Matthew 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  [22] Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  [23] Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'  

People will claim all kinds of things wanting to get into heaven
· we called you “Lord”

· we prophesied in your name

· we drove out demons in your name

· we performed miracles in your name

They will be denied because:
· they did not do God's will

· God never knew them

· in reality, they were evildoers

Consider what steps you should take if you know that obedience of God is not present in your life …

· confession

· repentance

· receiving forgiveness 

· declaring your submission to God, making Jesus Lord of your life

4.1 Note the declaration of our heavenly citizenship:  Philip. 3:20-21 (NIV) But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, [21] who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

· believers are citizens of heaven now
· Jesus is there now, and we are awaiting His return

In the meanwhile … 

· He is transforming us to be proper citizens of heaven when we get there

· We must  allow Him to work in our lives now … to be more and more like Him

· watch Him do the transforming process day by day
Note the abundant supply from God of all of our needs





Try having the class work together in groups of 3 or 4
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