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Honor the Sovereign Lord

1. Motivate

Why do people often associate material prosperity with God’s blessing?

· we tend to think at the tangible level
· it’s sort of the opposite of God punishing the evil

· we like to see cause and effect relationships

· that is a way to measure God’s “blessings”

· then there’s the current prevalent thinking of entitlement … we have the right to certain basic amenities, we have the right to know the “Why?” of events

2. Transition

As we have studied Job, we (along with Job) are finding …
( God does  not owe people an explanation

( Rather we owe God our trust of His wisdom
Note that learners in our class may not feel like “examples of courage” or be able to respond with Job’s steadfastness … 

( we must help one another in our suffering in both practical and spiritual ways.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Submit to God
Listen for what Job said and what God said.
Job 42:1-6 (NIV)  Then Job replied to the Lord: [2] "I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted. [3] You asked, 'Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?' Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.  [4] "You said, 'Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.'  [5] My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. [6] Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes."

Who said what here?   Note which statements go together as responses to questions.
	What Job said
	What God said

	· I know you can do all things

· [image: image1.bmp]no plan of yours  can be thwarted

· I spoke of things I did not understand

· My ears had heard of you,
· now my eyes have seen you

· therefore I despise myself and repent
	· Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge

· Listen and I will speak, I will question you and you shall answer me


What do you think Job had spoken about that he did not understand?

· demanding an audience with God
· declaring that God owed him an explanation

Job responded to his new realization with repentance.  What was he repenting of?

· his presumptuous attitude

· his belief that God owed him an explanation

What are some other ways that we are tempted to respond to lengthy struggles?
· bitterness

· lash out at God, blame Him

· give up, despair

· take it out on others around us (family, co-workers)

What realization enabled Job to not yield to these kinds temptations and caused him to repent?

· He was beginning to see God’s power and authority

· he began to realize that God is sovereign … God does as God pleases and need not answer to us

· God is God … we are not

· at the same time, God is neither fickle nor capricious nor arbitrary 

· in our limited perspective it may only seem so

Consider these strategies to learn to listen to God, rather than dictate to Him?
· when you read His word, consider first of all the facts that it is stating

· then think about (maybe even write down) what it means to you

· now ask God to tell you what you how you should be responding to or applying the Truth that you have found

How can we express our trust in God when we make new spiritual strides?

· tell Him in prayer

· write it down in a journal

· in some cases you might even write it down like a contract or a promise, then sign and date it

· put a note in a prominent place that will remind you of your declaration of trust

· share it with an accountability partner

3.2 Intercede for Others
Listen for what God said about Job’s three friends.
Job 42:7-9 (NIV)    After the Lord had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, "I am angry with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. [8] So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly. You have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has." [9] So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite did what the Lord told them; and the Lord accepted Job's prayer. 

What did God say about Job’s friends?  What big mistake did they make?
· I am angry with you

· you didn’t speak of me what is right (contrasted with Job who did) … note that God repeated this again
How do you think they had not spoken of God what was right?

· God was judging Job, disciplining Him

· God had caused the bad things to happen to Job

· God allows bad things to happen only to bad people 

· God always only blesses good people

How do you think Job had spoken only what was right about God?

· Job had never cursed God

· he only wished for his own non existence … which he deemed better than all the sorrow he had encountered

· Job believed God had a reason (and he wished God would explain it)

What commands did God give to the friends of Job?

· take seven bulls, seven rams

· go to Job

· sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves
· Job will pray for you

We can infer that they were asking forgiveness of Job and of God.  Consider that there may be times when we have cause hurt by 

· thoughtless “advice” 

· lack of compassion and understanding

· too much talk and too little practical help

Why do you think Job was asked to pray for his friends when He was the one doing the suffering?

· they needed to repent of far worse than Job

· they needed to be set straight about who God is and what He  is like

· they needed to be taught a lesson about how to relate to God … Job had it right the whole time … they had it wrong

· this was a bit of comeuppance or just deserts for them
Put yourself in Job’s sandals … why would it be hard to pray for these guys?

· they needed to be told off, not blessed

· it is hard to pray for people who have abused you  … you would rather pray down God’s judgment on them

· you would have to forgive them before you could pray God’s blessing on them

· you might not even want them as friends any more … much less pray for them

( God calls us to be ministers of reconciliation … no matter on which side of this issue we might find ourselves

3.3 Enjoy God’s Blessings
Listen for to what degree God restored Job’s blessings.
Job 42:10-13 (NIV)  After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord made him prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had before. [11] All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him before came and ate with him in his house. They comforted and consoled him over all the trouble the Lord had brought upon him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring. [12] The Lord blessed the latter part of Job's life more than the first. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys. [13] And he also had seven sons and three daughters.  … [17] After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to the fourth generation. [17] And so he died, old and full of years. 
What did God do for Job after he prayed for his friends?
· made him prosperous again

· gave him twice as much as before

· brothers, sisters, etc. visited, fellowshipped, consoled, comforted, brought gifts

· God gave Job double the riches, another 10 children

· lived 140 more years, got to see 4 generations of his offspring 

What losses were not restored?

· the first 10 children were gone forever

· the pain of their deaths would still be with him 

· his wife is not mentioned again … was her reaction such that their relationship was harmed? (although he had 10 more children by someone)

Why do you think God blessed Job so richly at this time?

· Job was obedient, Job honored God throughout the whole series of events

· God is sovereign … God desired to do so

· God is love … God demonstrated His love

Who did God use as instruments of blessing for Job at this point?

· brothers and sisters

· friends from before

· they fellowshipped with him

· they brought him gifts … could have been the nest egg with which God enabled him to rebuild his life

Consider the tragedy and loss of people in our nation and in other nations … how can we be instruments of blessing and restoration for them?

· liberal giving of finances to organizations who minister directly to needy people (from our own denomination, Samaritan’s Purse, Salvation Army, Red Cross, etc.)

· volunteer to go on cleanup and rebuild missions trips – ministering to people with no regard to their faith – they are just suffering humans

· sending construction crews to restore church buildings

4. Application
4.1 Honor God … even when you are suffering

· our circumstances change

· but God is unchanging

· He is the Lord Almighty … He deserves our worship and submissions

· He always loves us … of that we can be certain
4.2 As a devotional exercise think back through our study of Job and consider which character you identify with the most

· how did that person think and act?

· what did that person learn?

· what important lesson did you learn from the study?

· what did you learn about yourself?    …   about God?

4.3  Realize that all of us experience times of suffering and loss

· determine to allow God to use those times to draw you closer to Him

· determine to deepen your relationship with God now
· then when those times come, you are better able to face those events

4.4 Reach out with kindness and love to those who are suffering

· pray for them

· help them in practical ways

· speak with wisdom gained from our study
Truth be told, this is what you are trying to do as you teach a lesson





2 Cor. 5:18 (NIV)    All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:
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