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How I Give



1. Motivate

What was a favorite Christmas present that you gave to someone?  Why?
· beautiful jewelry to a special person

· really cute toy to child, grandchild (and you got to play with it)

· something that they are still using regularly

· a sweater/shirt/coat that you see them wear often

· a new kitchen sink – it was in a big box and she had no idea (she liked it)

· a book that they really enjoyed

· sports equipment that they played with a lot

· something with a really neat box that got a lot of play time

2. Transition

We enjoy giving when the recipient appreciates the gift and is able to put it to good use.
( Today we want to look at how we give to God … our attitudes, our motivations
3. Bible Study

3.1 Give Eagerly

Listen for descriptive words showing that Paul expected the Corinthians to have a positive attitude about giving.
2 Cor. 9:1-5 There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the saints.  [2] For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action.  [3] But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be.  [4] For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we--not to say anything about you--would be ashamed of having been so confident.  [5] So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given.  

What descriptive words or phrases about positive giving attitude do you see here?
· I know your eagerness
· I’ve been boasting about it

· your enthusiasm stirred them to action

· confidence

· generosity promised

· not grudgingly given

Why do you think Paul was writing to the Corinthians if he stated “there is no need for me to write to you”?

· he didn’t need to write to tell them to give, they had already promised to do so

· he wrote to encourage them to live up to their promises

· he didn’t want them to be embarrassed if they had forgotten and it was too late

· he wanted them to have the right motivation – generosity, not forced

Why might some people view planning and budgeting of giving as unspiritual?

· it is not Spirit led

· it is too cold and calculated

· it is not giving through faith, not really trusting God

Why might others view spontaneous, unplanned giving as impractical?

· some folks are not too easily spontaneously moved and rarely give
· others are too easily moved by pure emotions and give unwisely (“Here’s my whole paycheck, God will provide”)
· claiming “faith” might really be presumption upon God

At this time of  year we see lots of magazine articles about planning for Christmas …

· planning for travel

· planning for decorations


  All this helps us get in right mood

· getting ready for favorite Christmas foods

Consider how planning can affect our attitudes about giving and the amount given.

· we think it through

· it is not done as a knee jerk reaction to someone putting a guilt trip on us

· we don’t just reach in and grab whatever bill we have and hope there’s something there smaller than a $20 bill

· you can seriously consider how you might be willing to sacrifice for the need you know is there

· we can plan to have enough with you to be able to give

· you can adjust your budget if necessary 

· if you have made a pledge or promise to give for a certain large project, you can spread that promise gift out over several months

3.2 Give Generously and Cheerfully
Listen for a daily experience that Paul used as analogy for giving.
2 Cor. 9:6-7 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  [7] Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  

Imagine a wide, fertile field with only four cornstalks growing in it.  What does the field suggest about the farmer?

· foolish

· wasting good land, potential

· stingy with seed

· he will end up with small harvest

Note how this illustrates Paul’s words … Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly
What examples can you cite of spare and generous sowing in churches today?

	Spare Sowing
	Generous Sowing

	· not enough SS teachers for children

· 80% of work in the church done by 5% of the members

· nominating committees must beg

· some faith missionaries must travel far and wide to acquire full support
	· large percentage of participation in 40 Days of Purpose

· helping needy families in community

· willingness to aid one another in practical ways

· giving to foreign missions


In what ways do we sometimes give with the wrong motive?  Another way to ask the question, how do some Christians give but fail to practice Christian giving?
· want to look good in front of others who are digging in their wallets or purses

· the person with the offering plate is standing right there expecting us to give

· we give to make up for something we feel has disappointed God

· we are made to feel guilty by the person making the appeal

How does giving with these kind of motives make you feel?

· more guilty

· angry

· wish we hadn’t given at all

Why then does God love a cheerful giver?

· attitude in giving demonstrates faith

· you are excited about what God is going to do with your gift

· you know that God can multiply your gift, just like the loaves and fishes

· giving cheerfully is also an act of praise

· you take an opportunity to participate in God's kingdom activities

· you get in on the fun of what God is doing

3.3 Give to Glorify God
Listen for words expressing the benefits of sowing generously.
2 Cor. 9:8-15 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  [9] As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever."  [10] Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  [11] You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  [12] This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  [13] Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.  [14] And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you.  [15] Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!  

What benefits of sowing generously do you see in the passage?
· God makes every grace (undeserved blessings) over flow to you

· always have everything you need

· excel in every good work

· provides and multiplies what you do have

· enriched in every way

· produces thanksgiving to God

· supply needs of the saints

· acts of thanksgiving by recipients

· God is glorified for your obedience

Think right now of some ways in which God has blessed you, your family, your friends ..

· health

· enough to eat (plenty)

· place to live



Enumerate some of these in  your own mind

· faithful transportation

· freedom to worship

( Take a few moments right now to silently thank God for His blessings.

Why is it important to be an informed giver?

· may be giving to someone, some organization not good stewards

· some people misuse the funds given

· some people who claim to have needs can be fooling you

· the organization who solicits funds may not get much of the money actually to the stated need

( You can be sure that giving through the Cooperative Program and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions©  does reach out to the lost!

( You get more “bang for your buck” when you give to this kind of outreach

Check out http://imb.org  for what is going on in missions today

Know these facts:

· 21.64% of Cooperative Program gifts supports education of ministers and missionaries

· 72.79% supports both international and North American missions

· 100% of the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering supports overseas missions

· The Lottie Moon Christmas offering provides 50% of all missionaries’ yearly budgets

Consider the acorns you see all over the ground at this time of year.  If you’ve ever planted and nurtured just one of them into a tree, how many more acorns do you end up generating?
( probably 100’s of thousands
What are the “seeds” God wants us to plant?
· time

· talents

· finances

How are these seeds multiplied?

· people’s lives are changed

· new believers are born again

· the Gospel is preached in new places

· disciples are made
4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 As believers, we should be eager to give to meet the needs of others

· follow through and fulfill commitments you have made (faith promises)

· don’t give out of guilt … give out of a willful expression of commitment to God

4.2 Remember the concept of sowing and reaping

· What seeds could you sow this week

· What investment in God's kingdom can you make that has eternal returns

4.3 Be an informed giver

· Check out mission organization Web sites

· See what types of ministries they are involved in

· Look at what % of funds received actually make it to the stated recipients
· Ask God to give you a burden, an interest in a specific ministry needs

· Be a hilarious giver!
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