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I Shall Return

1. Motivate

What kind of people like to tell us what is going to happen in the immediate or distant future?

· news commentators

· fortune tellers, palm readers, horoscope writers

· sports experts
· people who wager on sports

· economic “experts”

· politicians

· naysayers in general 

· preachers who focus on the end times

2. Transition

Today ( We look at statements about the future made by Jesus
· what was the disciples response?

· what should be our response?

3. Bible Study

3.1 Watch Out for Frauds
What kinds of false alarms do we encounter?
· someone calls in a bomb threat just to create confusion

· as a dangerous prank, someone pulls the fire alarm

· your alarm clock has been set too early

Listen for false alarms that Jesus warns about.

Luke 21:5-9 (NIV)      Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, [6] "As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down."  [7] "Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?"  [8] He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and, 'The time is near.' Do not follow them. [9] When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away." 

How did Jesus disciples respond to His announcement about the temple?
· they had lots of questions

· when is this going to happen?

· are there any signs when it is about to happen?

How did Jesus answer their questions – what false alarms did he warn of?

· don’t be deceived, lots of people will come claiming to be the Messiah
· lots of people will claim “the end is near” don’t follow them

· there will be wars and revolutions … but they are not the signs

· lots of these things like that will happen … end is not yet
Consider people today who set dates and make predictions about Christ’s return.  What kind of impact do they have on society in general?
· create some curiosity (the Left Behind series)

· cause more ridicule than enlightenment

· can result in insecurity for some

What should be our response to those who set dates for Christ’s return?

· run the other way

· disregard their predictions

· only be aware that Christ could return at any time
3.2 Expect Turmoil
Think how excited you might be to wake up to some of the events listed in this passage.
Luke 21:25-26 (NIV)  "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. [26] Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 

What events does Jesus predict?
· signs in sun, moon, stars, “shaking” of heavenly bodies

· anguish and perplexity among nations

· roaring and tossing of the sea (tsunami?  hurricane?)

· fainting from terror

· apprehension of anticipated events

Why do you think unbelievers will have anguish, perplexity, fainting?
· terra firma is not so firma

· all the normal activity of nature seems to be totally upset

· there is nothing left for people depend on

· the unbreakable laws of nature will seem to fall apart

· men’s scientific understandings will fail them

Think of a natural disaster you have experienced … tornado, hurricane, blizzard … what were some of your emotions?

· fear

· excitement

· dread

· worry

How do these types of things make you feel about God as the Lord of nature?
· awestruck

· reverence/fear

· realization of the contrast between man’s and God’s power and authority

3.3 Look for Redemption
Listen for how believers should respond to signs of Jesus return.
Luke 21:27-28 (NIV)  At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. [28] When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 

What are characteristics of the coming of “the Son of Man?”

· in a cloud

· in power

· in great glory

What does Jesus say about how believers should look at signs of Christ’s return?
· stand up

· look up

· anticipate your redemption!!

What reasons would a person have to fear Christ’s return?

· not knowing the Savior

· anticipating judgment and separation from God rather than eternal union 

· the tumultuous and unprecedented events

What reasons would a person have to be excited about Christ’s return?

· anticipating redemption

· being made free forever from the power and the very presence of sin

· being eternally united with the Savior

The previous passage (vs. 25, 26) talked about how we are affected by various kinds of natural disasters.  How does a conscious anticipation of Christ’s return lend confidence to the believer?

· you are assured of who is really in charge

· you know that God is in control of all situations
· there is an eventual end to all the evil in the world

· we need not fear the catastrophes that come 

· whatever happens to the believer is not a surprise to God … He is sovereign

What can we do to anticipate Christ’s return confidently in the middle of life’s disasters?

· get to know Christ better now

· practice the “presence of Christ” – consciously thinking about Him being with you day by day, moment by moment

· become more aware of who He is
· study what His purposes are, what He is doing in the world
· communicate with Him daily
· look for “sightings” of God at work in your every day life … then you are conscious of His workings when disasters and catastrophes occur 
3.4 Remain Diligent
Listen for ways that we can be prepared for Christ’s return.
Luke 21:34-36 (NIV) "Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. [35] For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. [36] Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man." 
What are some steps we can take to be prepared for Christ’s second coming?
· be careful

· don’t be weighed down with dissipation or drunkenness

· don’t be overpowered by the anxieties of life

· don’t be surprised unexpectedly like getting caught in a trap

· always be on watch

· pray that you will escape what will happen

What are some kinds of anxieties of life that can overpower and distract us from what God is doing?

· overdose on news programs and TV news magazines (“you’ll be amazed and outraged at what we found …”

· family relationships (in-laws and outlaws)

· social interactions

· sports and hobbies

· all the “stuff” we own and must care for

· how evil the world is becoming

· dealing with health issues

· dealing with our kids, with our parents

How can you actually “be on watch” against these kinds of problems?
· ask God to make you aware of your attitudes, actions that do this

· when you are walking daily close to God, you are less distracted or overcome

· change your priorities … focusing on God, not on your problems

How does praying before a test, temptation, or crisis help more than praying after we’ve failed, given in, or broken in the crisis?
· helps you anticipate the problems before they happen

· it’s “stocking up” on the “power” before we become in desperate need of it

· like closing the barn door before the rustler comes to steal the horse

· you are then walking close to the Lord and are aware of His strength available to you

· you are putting on your spiritual “armor” and are equipped and protected before the attack
4. Application
4.1 As a devotional exercise … 

· write a letter to Jesus

· tell Him about how you are anticipating His soon arrival

· tell Him about the preparations you are making

· write about current events and how you are trusting Him to take care of them

4.2 Think about how you would change the way you are living today if you knew for a certainty that Jesus was coming tomorrow

· what things would you get rid of in your life

· what things would you begin to do

· who would you want to contact and tell about it

( Even if Jesus does not come back tomorrow, shouldn’t you be making the same changes?

4.3 Think about how the church should be planning and ministering knowing that Christ might not return for an extended period of time
· be involved in long range planning and strategies

· help expand the outreach of the local congregation

· help to further the reach of the gospel to peoples who have never heard
“This business (school/state/country) is going down the tubes”





List these two sets of answers side by side 











and re-emphasize the things we can do to keep from being overpowered.
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