4/10/05
Impartial Love

1. Motivate

What kinds of things might make someone think they are better than someone else?
· education

· job position

· where they live (what part of town, size of house)

· family influence

· power from a job (police, CEO, military)

· power of money 

· popularity

· their skills are highly sought after (music, sports, a doctor)

2. Transition

Today ( we look at what James has to say about this kind of attitude and how it affects the way we live and interact with others
3. Bible Study

3.1 Reject Favoritism
Listen for some reasons given that prejudice and partiality are practiced in churches.
James 2:1-7 (NIV)      My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. [2] Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. [3] If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," [4] have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?     [5] Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? [6] But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? [7] Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong? 

What examples of prejudice and partiality does James describe?
· people with fancy jewelry

· people with fine clothes

· contrast with an impoverished person

· person with shabby clothes

· you can almost infer that they might be a bit stinky also

What rationale might an usher or deacon give for such treatment to someone today?

· fancy family might join  the church … prestige involved, 

· they are also potential generous givers

· the scruffy person is just looking for a handout, here today, gone tomorrow

· nice folks will be scared away if we have a bunch of smelly homeless people crowding in here

What does James say about what God has promised the poor of this world?

· He has chosen the poor of the world to be rich in faith

· they are heirs of the kingdom 

· He has promised His kingdom to those who love Him

Why do you think God has a special concern for poor people?

· they will be more prone to trust God

· rich people trust in their own skills, their own influence

· poor people know that only God looks after them

At the same time what do rich people have a history of doing to people in the church?

· oppress believers

· bring civil and criminal actions against religious people
· they blaspheme the name of Jesus that we revere
Why does favoritism within a group (family, church, etc.) lead to disasters in relationships?

· the slighted person feels less worthy

· over time this becomes a deep seated hurt, cause deep emotional scars

· the favored person comes to believe that he/she can act as they please and get away with it

· they develop a warped sense of right and wrong

What live events condition you to show favoritism?
· how you see parents, peers act

· you learn to toady up to people who can do good things for you

· it is a form of behaviorism … you reward those who can (and do) treat you nice and ignore or punish those who refuse (or are unable) to do you good 
What steps can we take to overcome favoritism?

· confess, repent

· pray and ask God to change your heart, your attitudes

· take steps to become involved in the lives of people that cannot reward you in turn for being nice to them

· pray for your enemies … 

3.2 Fulfill the Law of Love
Why might some people say that favoritism isn’t as big a deal as murder or adultery?
· murder and adultery are in the 10 commandments

· taking a life is a final thing … favoritism can be recovered from

· favoritism is just sort of showing your personal preference, murder or adultery can really hurt someone (permanently in the case of murder)

In the next passage, listen for why favoritism is a big deal
James 2:8-11 (NIV)   If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right. [9] But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. [10] For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. [11] For he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 

What does James say about favoritism being as bad as murder, adultery?

· sin is sin

· God says love your neighbor as yourself, not to do so is sin … you are a lawbreaker

· break one of the commands and in effect you’ve broken them all

Why is it easier to love some people than others?

· they are just nice people, you enjoy being with them

· with children, they obey, are not rebellious 

· people who generally have the same attitudes and value systems as you do are easy to love

· people with whom you often disagree are tougher to love

Why might we have more responsibility towards those whom we find it difficult to love?

· James is saying that we are to love all people

· Jesus said love your neighbor as yourself (not just the agreeable ones)

· those kinds of people are probably the ones who really need love

What are some examples of what kind of damage favoritism does in schools, families, workplaces, etc.?
· hurt feelings

· damaged self image

· when a child doesn’t believe in his/her own capabilities, can result in missed opportunities

· can cause people to retaliate 

· whole groups of people are denied access to some kinds of opportunities

· in the long run we lose the contribution of a potentially skilled person in a certain type of expertise

· families can be split apart and deep seated resentment result 

How might favoritism even lead to a sin?

· retaliation by the person slighted

· person in power/authority misuses that authority in showing favoritism 

· those who are favored may perpetuate the attitude towards those not favored

How does showing love (instead of favoritism) cause us to obey other laws?

· when you put someone else first you are not going to steal from them or murder them

· when you put others needs ahead of your own, you are not going to sin against them

· this is why Jesus said that loving your neighbor was the second greatest commandment … all the other commandments are just extensions to (corollaries of) the two that He stated

3.3 Show Mercy

Consider the difference between mercy and grace.

· mercy is a subset of grace

Listen for a way in which mercy has power.
James 2:12-13 (NIV)    Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, [13] because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment! 

What happens to me if I am not merciful?
· judgment without mercy is used on me

· I will not receive mercy

· I will get my just desserts

What are some examples that distinguish between using good judgment  and judgmentalism?

	Using good judgment
	Judgmentalism

	· avoid someone who brings out the worst in you

· buying a house where you feel safe and the value will grow

· sending children to a college where they will get a good education and they will have the best opportunity to mature as believers
	· decide that anyone that disagrees with you is wrong

· anyone who lives on that street is a redneck

· restricting your children’s choices from a state school (or public institution) because they have fraternities and drinking is promoted


How does mercy triumph over judgment (or judgmentalism)?

· God has mercy on us

· we deserve judgment, death, eternal separation from God because of our sinfulness

· God withholds that judgment that we deserve 

· we withhold a judgmental attitude about someone 

Consider this “law that gives freedom” that James is talking about…

· it is not law that condemns

· it is God’s law of grace and mercy that He provides

· we are set free from a law that we cannot measure up to

· the law that gives freedom enables us to obey Jesus willingly

· we do the right thing … NOT because were punished if we don’t
                                        RATHER because God places the desire in our heart

4. Application
4.1 Ask God to show you someone in your life to whom you have not shown mercy or impartial love

· right now, pray that God will help you  to set that situation right

· ask for God’s help to show that person mercy, to demonstrate impartial love towards that person

4.2 As a class or as a church, what steps might we take to cultivate a greater expression of impartiality to those around us

· people from other neighborhoods

· people of other ethnic backgrounds

· even people from other religious backgrounds

4.3 Think about someone whose interest in you made a special contribution to your life

· how could you “repay” them by passing on that attitude to someone else

· is there a young person in our church or in your neighborhood that you could now and again speak a word of encouragement, demonstrate interest in their activities

· some of them might come from single parent homes or non-churched homes or be in a dysfunctional home situation and the positive influence of another godly adult showing “mercy will triumph over judgment”
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God gives us blessings we �don’t deserve





Mercy


We don’t receive judgment that we really deserve





Mercy triumphs!
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