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In the Spirit of Love



1. Motivate

What is an interesting or favorite valentine present you have received?
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candy

· funny card

· sweet and mushy card

· clothing

· flowers


If you can get some of those regular little candies it might be fun to pass them around and have people read what they say.

2. Transition

Valentine gifts and greetings are traditionally a time of expressing love.

Today ( we look at how God has expressed His love for us and how we can express love back to Him.

3. Bible Study

3.1 An Example of God's Love

Listen for ways in which love was shown by the father in this story.

Luke 15:11-20 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons.  [12] The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.  [13] "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.  [14] After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.  [15] So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  [16] He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.  [17] "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!  [18] I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  [19] I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.'  [20] So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  

What gifts of love did the father give both sons as they grew up?

· home

· shelter

· food

· clothing

What gift was given to the demanding, younger son?   ( His share of the inheritance

Note that these same gifts were squandered!

What gifts were given to the son when he returned?

· robe

· ring

· sandals

· party

Why did the father give these gifts?

· he loved his sons

· he wanted to bless them

What was the response of the two sons?

	Youngest Son
	Older Son

	· greedy at first (give me what is mine)

· repentant (I don’t deserve to be your son)

· grateful
	· angry

· selfish

· unloving


Consider who the different people in this story represent?

Father

( God

Younger son
( people who stray from God or initially reject Him

Older son
( people who follow God but have a selfish attitude

Let’s look at how God the Father and God the Son have demonstrated love for us

3.2 God's Love for Us

Listen for phrases that tell us how God showed His love for us

John 3:16-17 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  [17] For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

1 John 4:9-10 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  [10] This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

What phrases tell us how God demonstrated His love for men?

· gave His one and only Son

· sent His son to save the world

· sent His son into the world

· sent His son so that we might live through Him

· sent His son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins

Consider the different ways in which we respond to this most precious “Gift of Love”

· ignore Him

· outright reject the Gift

· receive Him with reservations

· receive with gladness, submission

· eager also to share the gift

If you have not received this Gift of Love from God the Father …

· His salvation is freely offered

· You are missing out on life’s greatest experience

If you already have this Gift of Salvation

· you can share God's Gift

· you can bring joy and blessing to those who don’t have it yet

3.3 Jesus Love for Us

Listen for how evidence of Jesus love for us.

John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  

Romans 5:6-8 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  [7] Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  [8] But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

What would be some examples in our time of the verse from John – showing great love by laying down one’s life?

· soldier jumps on a grenade to save his friends

· a body guard jumps in front of person being guarded to take a bullet

· a parent covers a child in a fire or tornado or explosion to save the child’s life

· someone donates a kidney for another person, taking some personal risk to do so

· a parent expends great resources to give child opportunities he never had

Note the contrast word “but” which begins Romans 5:8 – what is the contrast?

· someone dies for a good man

· Christ died for bad people … sinners
Look up the following verses 

Col. 1:13-14 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves,  [14] in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

1 John 1:7, 9  … and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  …  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

According to these verses, what did Christ’s Gift accomplish for us?

· rescued us from dominion of darkness

· brought us into kingdom/rule of the Son

· redemption – set free from penalty of sin, power of sin

· purified from sin

· forgiveness from sin

· purified us from all unrighteousness

Consider who you know who has not experienced the results of Jesus Gift of Salvation

· pray for God's working in their lives

· pray for their salvation

· share the Gift with them

· trust God's Holy Spirit to convince/convict them

3.4 Our Response of Love

Recall the varying responses to the love of the father in the story of the prodigal son.  Now consider what our responses will be to God's Gift of His Son and Jesus’ Gift of Love to us …

Listen for how this man responded to God's blessings:

Luke 12:19-21 And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." '  [20] "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'  [21] "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."  

How did the rich farmer respond to God's blessings?

· store up the blessings, hoard them

· take it easy … eat, drink, be merry

· not rich towards God

Note the results … his life was over – the blessings he had accumulated accomplished little.

Contrast the rich man’s attitude with some of Paul’s churches

2 Cor. 8:1-7 And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.  [2] Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  [3] For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own … [7] But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving.  

What was their condition?

· severe trials

· extreme poverty

What did they do for Paul and his ministry?

· rich generosity

· gave as much as able

· gave beyond their ability

Stewardship is what you do as the result of your relationship with Christ

· time, talent, treasures are areas affected by this relationship

Consider the story of a circus strong man who mightily squeezed a lemon dry then offered a challenge of $100 to anyone who could squeeze one more drop from the lemon.  A man stepped up and after considerable effort got one more drop from the lemon.  The astonished circus perform asked what the man’s profession was.  He admitted that he was the local church treasurer!

But … what we are saying today is

Stewardship is not squeezing another “drop” out of time, talent, and treasure from the meager supply …

Stewardship is a joyful response of my whole life … 

· to a God who loves us

· who demonstrated that love in the person of Jesus Christ

When we 

· give our whole lives to Him and 

· place our meager resources in His hands

Then ( there is no telling what He can do!

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 How can you respond daily to God's Gift of Love to you?

· praise

· worship

· thanksgiving

· submission

4.2 Who in your circle of acquaintances needs to experience the free gifts offered by Jesus Christ

· pray for them faithfully

· live a life of witness before them

· share the love of Christ

· believe in God's promises for them

4.3 What people do with their time, treasures, and talent is related to who or what they love

· When you are gone, what kind of testimony will your check book or your day-timer calendar be?!!   

· How do you need to adjust your stewardship priorities?
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