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Jesus Forgives Our Sins

1. Motivate

What does it mean to you to be free?   What does it not mean?
	Being Free
	Being Not Free

	· do whatever you want

· go where you want

· go when you want

· nothing to tie you down
	· limited in your actions

· restricted in what you do

· like under a curfew 

· unable to do what you want


2. Transition

What we have described can be termed political liberty.   However spiritual liberty is something different.
( Today we look at the good news of God’s forgiveness and true liberty from the penalty and power of sin.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Caught in the Act
Listen for who are the cast of characters for this scene.  Think about who is missing.
John 8:2-4 (NIV)  At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. [3] The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group [4] and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery.” 
What are the characters of the scene?

· people in the temple courts
· Jesus teaching

· teachers and Pharisees

· woman caught in adultery

Who was missing?  ( the man involved in the adultery
Which sins do we tend to categorize as “big” sins (those that are worse than all others)?

· murder

· adultery
· crimes involving a gun or drugs or violence
· crimes involving a large amount of money
· actions that harm innocent people, children
· sexual abuse

Which sins do you think God classifies as “big” sins?

· any sin is a “big” sin

· any sin is rebellion against God

· sinfulness is a condition … all sinful actions are the result of our condition

Why do we rush to point out other people’s sin?

· we want to make ourselves look good by contrast

· obviously if they are so bad, we are not so bad

· takes other people’s attention off our own foibles

How should we treat people who have sinned?

· treat them as someone for whom Christ died

· point them to the only One who can truly forgive them

· Jesus said we should forgive them seventy times seven … many, many times

3.2 Condemned by God’s Law
Listen for a reason the religious leaders brought the woman to Jesus.
John 8:5-6 (NIV)  In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" [6] They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 

What was the reason given by the religious leaders, bringing the woman to Jesus?
· what is your opinion?

· what should be done about this outrageous sinful display?

What was the real reason they confronted Jesus?

· wanted to trap Him

· wanted Him in what we call a no-win situation

· wanted to get Jesus in trouble one way or the other, no matter how He answered

What do you think the leaders might have done if Jesus had said, “OK … stone her!”

· say, “here’s some stones, let’s do it”

· run to the Roman officials, since only the Roman government held the right to capital punishment

· they might have been surprised since Jesus had preached forgiveness

How might they have responded if Jesus had avoided the question and ignored the woman’s actions?

· accuse Jesus of condoning sinful actions

· tell everyone that He had ignored the Law

· what kind of teacher was He, setting aside God’s commands for that touchy-feely forgiveness stuff

The Pharisees and teachers of the law were misusing God’s Word – how do people misuse or misapply the Bible today?

· use proof verses

· take things out of context or misquote it
· stress the letter of the law and not the spirit of the law

· preach it but do not live it

· ignore it completely and do their own thing, no matter what God says about it
3.3 A New Start Possible
Listen for how Jesus finally answered the religious leaders.
John 8:6-11 (NIV)  But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. [7] When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." [8] Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. [9] At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. [10] Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" [11] "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin." 

What things did Jesus do and say in response to those confronting Him?
· He stooped down and wrote in the dust on the ground

· He challenged them to go ahead and stone her … the first stone thrown by the one who could claim he had no sin

· stooped down and wrote again … waiting for them to respond

The men walked away from the confrontation, one by one – why do you think they gave up in their accusations?

· they realized their own sinfulness

· they had to admit that even though they were Pharisees who put forth every effort to obey every minute point of the law, they had failed sometime

· they began to realize that “big” or “little” sin is man’s description, to God it is all the same

They are said to have left oldest to youngest.  What do you think was the significance of this ordering?
· the older ones realized their own foibles or were willing to admit them

· the older men had had more opportunity to realize their own failures (sin) over the years

· older is often wiser … they caught Jesus point quicker

· younger is often brash and idealistic … takes longer to see our own mistakes

What is Jesus’ comments to the lady after they are gone?

· where are your accusers

· I don’t accuse/condemn you either

· go and do not sin any more

Jesus’ response tells us both about God’s attitude about sin and about sinners.  What do you see here?

	God’s attitude towards sin
	God’s attitude towards sinners

	· it is wrong

· you need to realize your sinfulness

· don’t sin any more
	· don’t accuse others of what you are guilty of
· forgiveness is offered to those who confess and repent


Think about a time when you got a second chance, a chance to start over.  How did it make you feel?

· relieved

· encouraged
God offers that to us today, no matter what we’ve done

· thankful

3.4 The True Liberator
Listen for how people are confused about the concept of freedom.
John 8:30-36 (NIV)  Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him. [31] To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. [32] Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  [33] They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?" [34] Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. [35] Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. [36] So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

According to what Jesus said here, how does one acquire freedom?
· hold to Jesus teachings

· become a disciple (learner) of Jesus 

· know God’s truth, apply it

How were the Jewish believers confused about Jesus statement of becoming free?

· they were direct descendants of Abraham

· that made them free men as promised in the covenant

· how could they be set free from slavery they had never been subjected to 

· (note their convenient omission of a couple hundred years in Egypt)

According to Jesus, what kind of slavery was He talking about?  What was Jesus’ line of reasoning?

· if you are sinning, you are a slave to sin

· if you are slave to sin, you are not in God’s family

· if you are in God’s family, you are a child of God, not a slave

· God has set you free from both the penalty and the power of sin

· when God sets you free, that guarantees it

In what way are people enslaved to sin today?
· substance abuse

· materialism … got to have the new gadget, the new car, the new computer

· power … must be in control (of someone, of a situation)

· fear, anger, depression

According to the passage, what will set us free from this kind of slavery?

· God’s Truth

· read it

· apply it

· claim it for your own

4. Application
4.1 Consider the question, “Can Jesus forgive me, no matter what I’ve done?”
· be assured that the answer is a resounding YES

· here’s a woman in a “big” sin

· Jesus forgives, exhorts to a new life

4.2 Know God’s forgiveness when you … 

· confess (agree with God that you have sinned)

· repent (turn away from the sin, turn to obedience to God)

· receive by faith the forgiveness God offers through Jesus’ sacrificial death

4.3 Is there someone you need to forgive?

· they might have wronged  you in some way

· you still carry the hurt of that wrong

· consider that God has forgiven you of rebellion against Him

· In His strength, you must forgive that person 

· Again, forgiveness does not imply or require trust or the warm fuzzies …just the realization that you will bear the hurt and not retaliate
Note that in some situations forgiveness will not include a renewed trust.
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