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Jesus, God’s Greatest Gift

1. Motivate

What kinds of reactions do people have when they receive unexpected good news?

· I can’t believe it!

· Are you kidding me?

· Praise the Lord!

· This is too good to be true!

· What’s the catch?

· This won’t last!

· I must be dreaming!

2. Transition

Prophets had foretold the coming of the Messiah and people had long anticipated His arrival … 
( Today we look at the unexpected way in which God accomplished the coming of the new born Messiah

( We will look for the surprises that accompanied the birth of Jesus

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Is His Name
Listen for Mary’s response to a surprise announcement.
Luke 1:26-31 (NIV)  In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, [27] to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. [28] The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." [29] Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. [30] But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. [31] You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 

How could we describe Mary, based on this passage?
· a virgin

· pledged to be married to Joseph

· angel announces she is highly favored and God is with her

· she was afraid (greatly troubled), wondered who this really was

What was the announcement to Mary by the angel?

· you will be with child (become pregnant)

· you will have a son

· you should name the baby Jesus
What kinds of emotions do you think she experienced?

· why me?

· what to you mean become pregnant?

· I’m not married yet … and I’ve been a good girl

· I’ve always wanted to have children, but I don’t understand how all this is going to work

How do you think God specifically chose Mary?

· she lived at the right time and in the right place

· God was pleased with her faith and the choices she had made

· God is sovereign and can choose whomever He desires

· God desired to bring blessing to Mary … God’s grace at work

What does this story tell us about how God works through people, about the kind of people God chooses?
· God chose to bring Jesus into the world through a human birth

· God chose an ordinary person, even an unlikely one

· God often works through ordinary people

· God works through people in unexpected ways

Mary responded positively to the angel’s announcement … why do we sometimes balk or shy away from God working through us in unique or unexpected ways?

· sometimes God’s working in and through us can cause some inconvenience
· it might require work

· it’s not the way we are used to 

· we don’t think “outside the box”

· we tend to limit God – we think He should do it the way we envision

· we may have a misconception of God’s power, authority, creativity

What happens when we limit God and don’t go along with His way of accomplishing His will?

· God does not choose to go against our will … we miss out on His special workings

· we miss out on God’s blessings by not participating in His workings

· you miss out on the opportunities God desired for you
· God’s ultimate will is never thwarted, but we can make bad choices for which we suffer consequences

What kinds of plans or tasks has God chosen for us?

· ministering to one another

· reaching out to unbelievers where we live

· participation in reaching out to the lost in faraway places through support of missions (giving, praying, even going)

· involvement in church ministries (music, Sunday School, clerical volunteer, FAITH team, … )

3.2 Jesus Is God’s Son

Listen for titles and descriptions given to the Messiah.
Luke 1:32-35 (NIV)    He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, [33] and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." [34] "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" [35] The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 

What predictions are made about the coming baby Jesus?
· He will be great

· called Son of the Most High

· God will give Him the throne of His father David

· He will rule over the house of Jacob forever

· His kingdom will never end

Based on these descriptions, what assurances do we receive about or Faith?

· the rule of the Messiah is spiritual

· He is in charge of all things … forever

· His birth and life fulfill many prophecies from the Old Testament

· His greatness is beyond our understanding

· if He is the God of Creation, He can accomplish our salvation through a physical birth without a human father

God’s power made Jesus the eternal ruler He is.  In what areas of our lives can we count on God’s ruling authority and power to be at work?

· protection – physical, spiritual

· enabling to live a life of righteousness

· enabling for service

· convicting and convincing loved ones who need Him

· supplying our needs from His “riches in glory”

What are some reactions by the world to the concept of Jesus being born to a virgin?

· impossible

· pretty sick, a deity having sex with a human

· obviously a myth

· shows the Bible is merely a bunch of fairy tales

· how can you believe that stuff?

What does the fact of the virgin birth tell us about God?

· proves God’s power 

· shows God’s greatness

· shows God’s wisdom and creativity to make this part of His plan for salvation

Why, then,  was it so important that Jesus be conceived by and born of a virgin?  What did this have to do with salvation
· otherwise He would be just another human

· Jesus would have been a man who became God

· this way, He was God who became a man

· this makes Him both fully human and fully God

· also speaks to the issue of humans being born into sin … born with a sinful nature

· Jesus was born without that sinful nature … He was perfect (the unblemished Lamb)

· Since Jesus had no sin, He was not condemned … He took our sin, our condemnation

3.3 Jesus Is God’s Gift
The Messiah was prophesied to be from Bethlehem … listen for how God accomplished getting the parents there for the birth.
Luke 2:4-7 (NIV)   So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. [5] He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. [6] While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, [7] and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

According to this passage, what were the reasons Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem?
· Joseph’s ancestor (David) was from Bethlehem

· He was required to go there to register (census, tax)

· this was a government requirement

Old Testament prophesies declared the Messiah would be a great political and/or military ruler.  How might the people of Israel expected such a one to be born?

· in an influential family

· in a military family

· as a person of royalty

· in a fancy palace

· growing up in a family with money

According to this passage, what contrasts do we see about how Jesus was born?

· they were travelers – not even close to either set of in-laws

· they had no place to stay

· they had to sleep in the stable

· no doctor or midwife on call … (maybe someone was able to find one )

· he had to be placed in a feed trough (dirty straw, cow slobber, etc.)

· no cute little knitted blue blanket

( None of this – from the pregnancy itself to the primitive conditions – was what Mary might have hoped for.  It was different from any plans she might have made for her life.
Why is it difficult for us to accept from God changes to the plans we make for our lives?
· we might think we know best … our knowledge and wisdom are limited
· God is at work in other ways beyond what we can see

· God’s plans are long range … how something is accomplished can be significant down the road (which we cannot see here and now)

· we are afraid of God’s control  (He might send us or our children or grandchildren to some far off place to be a missionary and die in the jungle)

( God’s ways, God’s places, God’s timing  for us are the best  things that can ever happen to us!!
4. Application
4.1  As a devotional exercise this weekend, meditate on what Jesus’ birth means to you
· write down your thoughts in an organized fashion

· find someone to share this with … ask them for their reaction (tell them this is your Small Group Bible Fellowship homework)
· ask them what Jesus birth means to them … this might be an opportunity to witness

4.2 Think about some time in your life when God surprised you.
· think about how you reacted

· if you knew then what you know now, how might that reaction have been different

· look for ways in which God is at work – maybe different from what you expect

· pray that you will be open to all that He is doing in your life … whether it is a surprise or expected!

4.3 Consider the attributes of God demonstrated by how He brought His Son, Jesus … the Messiah into the world.

· power

· authority

· love

· creativity

( Know that God is still working in those ways, with that power, with that love and will accomplish His purposes in your life as an individual just as well as the way He accomplished the salvation of all believers.

Imagine that … God’s purposes accomplished through a greedy government!
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