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Jesus Lives for Us

1. Motivate

About what sort of news would you get excited right now?
· win the lottery

· your child receive a full ride scholarship

· soldiers coming home from Iraq

· your child got an A on a test

· you got an offer (at your price) for the house you’ve been trying to sell

· your team won the championship

2. Transition

Jesus friends and disciples got some news that excited them!
( Jesus, who died on the cross, was alive!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Searching – But Not Finding
Listen to how Mary Magdalene reacted to what she found.
John 20:1-2 (NIV)  Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. [2] So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" 

Suppose you are a news writer … fill in the who, what, where, etc.
Who?

Mary Magdalene, Peter, John

What?

Stone removed from entrance of tomb, Mary runs to tell Peter and John

Where?
Grave yard where Jesus had been buried

When?

Early 1st day of week, still dark

Why?

She thought someone had stolen Jesus’ body

How?

She didn’t know how it happened, didn’t know exactly what happened

What were some potential reasons (in Mary’s mind)  for the tomb being empty?

· the Jewish leaders stole the body

· the disciples stole and moved the body

· Joseph of Aramethia decided he wanted his grave site back

· grave robbers looking for valuables
Why do you think Mary assumed someone had taken the body?

· the idea of the resurrection did not enter her mind

· she might not have been privy to Jesus’ teachings about His return from death

· the controversy surrounding Jesus’ trial and execution suggested intrigue of some sort

· she expected the body to be there … in her mind the only way for it to be gone was a theft or removal by someone
What part to you think Mary’s emotions related to Jesus’ death play in her reaction to the empty tomb?

· all she could think of was her friend was gone

· the image of His suffering on the cross filled her mind

· there was no doubt He had died, painfully, horribly – she shared in that horror

· these feelings crowded out any knowledge she might have had about Jesus’ predicted resurrection

How do our emotions in a crisis prevent us from seeing the truth of a situation clearly?

· emotions are all that we can “hear” in our minds

· they “blind” us to reality

· emotions distract us from acting rationally
· in the extreme, they can cause depression and disable us from dealing with life 

Mary was searching for Jesus’ remains in the tomb, but not finding them.  Where do you see people searching for Jesus, searching for God but not finding Him?
· in church attendance, in doing good deeds to please God

· in mystical experiences (meditation, séances, etc.)

· sometimes in emotion-filled worship events
· in self help books

· in the cults, in eastern religions – “there are many ways to God”

3.2 Believing – But Not Understanding
Listen for how Peter and John react to Mary’s news.
John 20:3-10 (NIV) So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. [4] Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. [5] He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. [6] Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, [7] as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. [8] Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. [9] (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) [10] Then the disciples went back to their homes, 

What did the two disciples do when they heard what Mary had to say?
· started for, running to the tomb

· John gets there first, then he paused viewing burial clothes through the open door

· Peter next, goes on in, notes the head cloth folded separately

How do you think the presence of the burial clothes would contradict Mary’s assumption about someone taking the body?

· grave robbers don’t remove the cloths

· they’d take everything

· certainly they would no fold the cloth

What statements in verses 8 and 9 seem curious and maybe even contradictory?

· John saw and believed
· they still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead

Consider elements of our faith that we believe but don’t fully understand …
· the Trinity

· the indwelling of the Holy Spirit

· why God would love us enough to die for us

· the how of creation and the universe

· the when of the Second Coming of Christ

( It is entirely possible to place  your faith in trust in Jesus by believing in His death and resurrection without fully understanding the theology regarding salvation

( Be encouraged to share your faith 

· without fear or worry that people will reject what they do not understand

· trusting the Holy Spirit to open the eyes of the lost to

· see

· believe

Truth

· understand
3.3 Seeing – But Not Recognizing
Listen for who and what Mary saw.
John 20:11-15 (NIV) but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb [12] and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. [13] They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." [14] At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. [15] "Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him." 
What different things did Mary see?
· the tomb

· two angels seated in the tomb

· someone she thought was the gardener

· the “gardener” turned out to be Jesus

Why do you think she didn’t recognize Jesus?

· was still a bit dark

· she was emotionally distraught

· still couldn’t believe (even imagine) that Jesus was alive

· if He was assumed to be dead, she would not expect to see (and recognize) Him

What are some reasons we might fail to see Jesus’ presence at work in our lives?
· we are not thinking on a spiritual level,  only a rational level

· our minds are filled with temporal issues

· we see only the problems

· we are lacking God’s Truth, God’s perspectives

· we have a worldly mindset

What can we do to better recognize God’s presence at work in our lives and in the world around us?

· practice God’s presence
· make a conscious effort to see God’s workings in nature
· regularly read what God has to say in His Word
· talk to Him daily … share your joys and frustrations, your praise and thanksgiving

· talk to other people about what God has done for you, communicate your faith

3.4 Seeing – And Telling
Listen for the task Jesus would give to Mary.
John 20:16-18 (NIV)   Jesus said to her, "Mary."  She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).   [17] Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' "   [18] Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her.  

What do you think finally cause Mary to recognize Jesus?

· the voice

· the whole thing, the image, the voice, the events, remembering Jesus’ teachings

· God gave her recognition

Why would Mary have wanted to cling to Jesus?

· afraid He’d get away

· emotionally overwhelmed  (she needed a hug?)

· may have been more of an oriental custom of bowing down and clasping His feet in a submissive greeting

Why do we sometimes want to “cling” to Jesus?

· dependence on Him

· in faith

· in devotion

A baby or young child sometimes goes through a “clingy” stage.  How might that be true about our relationship with the Lord?

· we want to stay close to His “embrace”

· afraid of the opposition of the world out there

· don’t want to extend ourselves, take any chances

Jesus told Mary to go tell the disciples of His resurrection.  This was also part of the “don’t cling to me” command.  What has God called us to do?

· take the Good News to the whole world

· tell others about their need and God’s provision for salvation

· take part in the world wide expansion of the Kingdom of God, the Church

· give to make missions possible

· pray for those who are taking the Gospel around the world

4. Application
4.1 Note transition through the lesson
· started with circumstantial evidence of Christ’s resurrection 

· empty tomb

· ended with solid physical evidence that Jesus is alive!

· Jesus walking, talking, tangible presence

I serve a risen Savior,   He's in the world today;
I know that He is living,  Whatever men may say;
I see His hand of mercy,  I hear His voice of cheer,
And just the time I need Him He's always near.

Chorus:
He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and He talks with me
Along life's narrow way.
He lives, He live, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives:
He lives within my heart.
4.2 Consider searching for Jesus like Mary Magdalene did

· go to where you can find out about Him

· ask people who should know

· read what God’s Word says about Who He is and what He has done

4.3 Jesus told Mary to tell others about His resurrection

· He calls us to the same task

· don’t be a “clingy” Christian

· be about God’s business … spreading the Truth, the Good News of the resurrection
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