5/29/05
Leave a Godly Legacy

1. Motivate

When you are gone (passed away), what would your family say was the most important thing they learned from you?
· how to put on the spare tire
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how to make pie crust

· how to throw a curve ball

· how to use the quadratic formula!   

· how to bait a fishing hook

· how to raise great tomatoes 

· how to play the piano (guitar, banjo, trumpet, …)

2. Transition

Today  ( we look at some lessons passed on from Abraham to Isaac, to the next generation 

( we consider how we might pass on a godly legacy to our families

3. Bible Study

3.1 Avoid Relationships that Compromise Godliness
Listen for the qualifications Abraham specified for the wife of his son, Isaac.
Genesis 24:1-4 (NIV)  Abraham was now old and well advanced in years, and the Lord had blessed him in every way. [2] He said to the chief servant in his household, the one in charge of all that he had, "Put your hand under my thigh. [3] I want you to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living, [4] but will go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac." 

What specifications did Abraham make for Isaac’s future wife?
· not from the Canaanites

· not from people around where they lived

· rather a woman from the country they had moved away from

· more specifically, from among their relatives

Why do you think Abraham did not want a daughter-in-law from Canaan and did want one from family back home?
· these were idol worshiping people

· could influence Isaac to do the same

· in-laws (future grandparents) would have an interest in similar influence

· the way a child is reared is influenced by the beliefs and culture of the mother

· Abraham wanted godly grandchildren, great-grandchildren (not a bunch of little heathens!)

· family back home had God fearing attitudes, no idol worship

· would have same general culture as Isaac had been raised in

What qualities would God want you to seek in a spouse for your child?

· definitely a believer

· someone with more or less similar cultural background

· a young man or woman with qualities that complimented that of your child

· a person with compatible life’s goals

· check out the potential in-laws … are they meddlers or supporters and encouragers

· does the potential son/daughter-in-law treat your daughter/son with courtesy and build them up (rather than treat with sarcasm and put-downs)

What are some marriage principles from the Bible that you would want to leave to your children or to the next generation (nieces, nephews)?

· husbands, love your wives as much as Christ loved the church

· wives, submit to your husband

· submit to each other

· never end the day mad at each other … be ready to apologize

· learn to agree to disagree on some issues
· learn to be united on important issues

· resources in the marriage should be ours, not yours and mine

· always make important decisions together

Since parents in our culture do not choose their child’s mate, how can we prepare teens and young adults to choose as God directs?

· pray that your child will have godly friends

· pray with them for the special person God has for them – that God would keep them pure, protect them, bless them, help them make wise decisions

· model before them the qualities we have listed
· encourage and support the “True Love Waits” program

· recall the passage from Deut. 6:6-9 (NIV)  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. [7] Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. [8] Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. [9] Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

· When your kids want to sit and talk about “stuff” be quick to listen attentively

· Plant good ideas in their minds, allow God to “grow wisdom” within them
(that means no nagging)
3.2 Pray About People and Decisions
Listen for what the servant requested of God in prayer.
Genesis 24:12-16 (NIV) Then he prayed, "O Lord, God of my master Abraham, give me success today, and show kindness to my master Abraham. [13] See, I am standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the townspeople are coming out to draw water. [14] May it be that when I say to a girl, 'Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,' and she says, 'Drink, and I'll water your camels too'--let her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown kindness to my master." [15] Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, who was the wife of Abraham's brother Nahor. [16] The girl was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever lain with her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up again. 

For what did the servant pray?
· give me success today

· show kindness to my master Abraham

· help me know which girl

· let her not only honor my request for water, but offer to draw water for my camels

· let this girl be the one for Isaac

In what sense do you think this is a bold prayer?

· he was rather specific in how the girl was to act

· it might also be unlikely for someone to offer to water several camels (they drink a lot after a long desert journey)

· asked for success today … God might have had His own timing

When we pray about issues in our families, what does it teach our children?  How does that lead to actions that build a godly legacy for our children?
· teaches children that we trust God for all kinds of things

· little ones are concerned about their problems and learn that God is interested specifically in them
· as they grow older and deal with a variety of bigger problems, they learn that God is sufficient for those problems also

· we teach by example … if children do (or don’t) see us praying about all kids of things (big and little) they will make a value judgment about the importance of prayer

What are some of the most important things to pray for our children?
· for their salvation

· for safety, health

· for maturity, developing wisdom

· for godly friends (for their future spouse)

· that they make wise choices

· that they have good teachers in school, in Sunday School

What are some issues about your children or grandchildren (or children in your extended family) for which we can pray right now?

· kids in trouble

· people they associate with

· upcoming decisions

· health problems

3.3 Follow God’s Directions for Your Family
Listen for how Rebekah’s family responded to the offer of marriage.
Genesis 24:50-51 (NIV)  Laban and Bethuel answered, "This is from the Lord; we can say nothing to you one way or the other. [51] Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her become the wife of your master's son, as the Lord has directed." …  [61] Then Rebekah and her maids got ready and mounted their camels and went back with the man. So the servant took Rebekah and left.  [62] Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. [63] He went out to the field one evening to meditate, and as he looked up, he saw camels approaching. [64] Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel [65] and asked the servant, "Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?" "He is my master," the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered herself.  [66] Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. [67] Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death. 
What is Laban’s response to the servant’s proposal for Isaac?
· this is from the Lord

· we can say nothing to you one way or the other

· (another version) “we have no choice in the matter”

How does this response sound to 21st century Americans (including Christians)?

· this is a bit sudden

· we’d like to see some identification

· how about a prenuptial agreement

· we’d like to check out the alleged groom

· does Rebekah have anything to say about this … these kids have never met, how do we know about any kind of compatibility

How do you think Laban (or anyone) could make the statement “this is from the Lord”?

· maybe they had been praying also for Rebekah’s future spouse

· God could impress upon their thinking the rightness of this plan

· the circumstances fit the particular situation … a good husband for a deserving young woman

How can we determine God’s will  in our family decisions (big and little) in the areas of school, church, leisure activities, discipline, etc.?

· principles established in God’s Word
· God’s Holy Spirit at work in our lives, guiding our thoughts and motivations

· godly counsel from mature believers

· God opens/shuts doors of opportunity

· experience in previous similar experiences that God has taken us through

How can grandparents add a godly legacy to the experiences of a family?

· lots of prayer

· timely advice (sometimes asked for, sometimes unsolicited)

· encouragement

· sometimes a grandparent’s words of admonition have more effect than those of the parents

· having fun together with grandkids … develops good memories of family, creates strong bonds

4. Application
4.1 Write up a spiritual last will and testament … declare elements of the legacy you wish to leave
· spiritual truths, special Bible verses, or lessons you have learned

· spiritual habits you have tried to model and encourage for those left behind

· encouragement to build a life long relationship with Christ and reasons by listing how God has made a difference in your life

· assurance to your family that when they read this, you are in heaven with  Jesus, based on biblical truths that you list

4.2 Meditate on the legacy you received from your parents, grandparents

· thank God for those things which have encouraged and blessed you

· if it was a negative legacy, ask God for grace to forgive

· ask God for the strength and wisdom to give a positive legacy to your family members

4.3 Consider the elements of this lesson … the godly legacy of

· building relationships that honor God (not compromise godliness)

· praying about people and decisions

· practice following God’s directions, God’s principles for living
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Remind them that in all probability, the person they will marry is alive right now, facing the same kinds of problems they do





Take time in your class right now to list some of these and pause for prayer for these situations.
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