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Leaving a Legacy



1. Motivate

What are some historical markers you have seen or some important historical locations have you visited?

· Harmon Hospital on LeTourneau campus

· Battleground in Atlanta

· Speer Chapel on LeTourneau campus

· Gettysburg battle fields

· Church that was 300 – 500 years old

Why do communities or organizations have these placed?

· to honor former citizens

· to help us remember our heritage

· so we know the significance of events that took place “on this spot”

How might an historical marker make you feel?

· wow .. that happened right here!

· think of all the people who worshiped here!

· why in the world did they put a marker for this!!??

2. Transition

 Today ( we wish to look at the events that resulted in an historical marker erected in the Old Testament

· what did it commemorate

· who would be impressed by such a marker

· what long term effects would the event and the marker have

3. Bible Study

3.1 Acting in Obedience

Listen for what kind of great faith was going to be required of the Israelites.

Joshua 3:9-17 Joshua said to the Israelites, "Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God.  [10] This is how you will know that the living God is among you … [14] So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them.  [15] Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water's edge,  [16] the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho.  [17] The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground.  

Note location of these events on a map – in back of Bibles or map in teacher’s helps packet.

What was the condition of the river

· flood stage

· wide, flowing fast

What are some factors that might have tempted you to doubt or disobey?

· so how are we going to get across – the river is wide and fast

· sure, follow the guys with the ark – I’m the guy with the ark 1000 yards ahead

· we’re getting close and nothing is happening yet

· God better do something pretty quick – we’ve got 1 million+ people backed up here

· Where did Joshua get this bright idea anyway

What are some factors that would have helped you act obediently? Look for clues in the passage.

· It was God who told us to do this – He is “the Living God”

· God did it before when our people came to the Red Sea with Egyptians chasing us

· we better trust Him this time, look what happened 40 years ago with the spies

· Others around me are trusting and obeying, I guess I can too

· Those leaders up there, they’re obeying and far out in front – looks like my small faith can follow them at a distance without risking too much

What did happen that would have required great faith?

· nothing happened while standing on the side of the river

· nothing happened as they approached

· waters parted only when they stepped into the water

To what extent was the flow stopped – what did they see God actually do?

· water from upstream stopped flowing

· piled up in a heap far away

· water downstream was cut off

· men with the ark stood firm on dry ground … no muddy bottom
How can people today know for sure that God is among them.

· answers to prayer

· provisions for great needs

· peace in the midst of turmoil

· people’s lives changed

· church growth (numerically, spiritually)

3.2 Influencing Descendants

Listen for examples of obedience in the priests’ actions.

Joshua 4:15-22 Then the LORD said to Joshua,  [16] "Command the priests carrying the ark of the Testimony to come up out of the Jordan."  [17] So Joshua commanded the priests, "Come up out of the Jordan."  [18] And the priests came up out of the river carrying the ark of the covenant of the LORD. No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and ran at flood stage as before.  [19] On the tenth day of the first month the people went up from the Jordan and camped at Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho.  [20] And Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken out of the Jordan.  [21] He said to the Israelites, "In the future when your descendants ask their fathers, 'What do these stones mean?'  [22] tell them, 'Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.'  

Exactly when did the water start to flow again?

· exactly when they set their feet on the banks of the river

· timing was exact

· Some people try to explain that the dry passage was due to an earthquake or land slide across the Jordan

· Indeed, if that’s the way it happened, it was still God at work and providing the timing

If 1,000,000 people, 50 wide, 20,000 rows, 200 ft river bed @ 3 mph, 5 ft intervals

Then … 18.9 hours!!!   500 people wide => 1.89 hours 

What specific acts of obedience do we see in the passage?

· Joshua told the priests what God told him to say

· Priests obeyed the command from God relayed to them

· They brought the stones with them as instructed

· Joshua set the 12 stones as instructed as the memorial

What was the result of their obedience?

· whole group crossed safely

· miraculous crossing demonstrated God’s power and protection at work

· they learned something important about God's abilities to provide their needs

What was to be the significance of the 12-stone monument?

· children of future generations would see it

· ask questions … why is this her

· provide an opportunity to describe what God had done … Israel crossed over the Jordan on dry land!

What kind of places or events you could refer to in telling family members or others about the Lord’s goodness and faithfulness? 

· church (pew/altar) where you met Jesus as your savior

· summer camp where you dedicated your life to the Lord

· first little house where you lived as a poor married couple and God provided your needs

· place where you worked where the Lord provided a job

· hospital where you went through tough medical situation and God gave you healing 

· grave site of someone who brought you to Jesus

· times when you didn’t know where your next meal was coming from and God provided

3.3 Testifying to the World

Listen for the people that this event would ultimately affect.

Joshua 4:23-24 For the LORD your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over. The LORD your God did to the Jordan just what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over.  [24] He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful and so that you might always fear the LORD your God."  

What message did God intend that these two miracles (crossing the Red Sea and crossing the Jordan) communicate?

· the hand of the Lord is powerful
· you should always fear Jehovah God … the God Who IS

What did it mean to “fear the Lord your God?”

· stand in awe of who He is

· be awestruck with His power and authority

· to be afraid to “mess with” Him

· to view Him with reverence that He is due

· to respect Him

Upon whom did God want to make this impression?

· all the peoples of the earth

· the Israelites

What else does the Lord want the peoples of the earth to know about Him?

· His love

· His available salvation

· His holiness, righteousness/justice

· their sinful condition and the solution He has provided

Think of your life as being a memorial (like the 12 stone monument) … that others, especially children and grandchildren are observing …

What are some messages you want your life to communicate about the Lord?

· His faithfulness

· His love, power, authority

· His sufficiency

What did the Children of Israel do to communicate this?

· Trust God

· Obey God

· Use the situation
to verbalize to their children

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1  Consider who are the people that your actions, words, and attitudes influence significantly

· children, grandchildren

· relatives

· neighbors, folks at work

( What am I communicating to them about God by the way I live my life

4.2 Obedience to God influences your contemporaries and provides a legacy of faithfulness to succeeding generations.  What issues am I dealing with right now where obedience and faithfulness are required?

· business dealings

· family relationships

· how I make decisions

( Ask God to help your obedience, your faithfulness

4.3  Is their a conflict or crisis of belief that the Holy Spirit is bringing about in your life where obedience or faithfulness is the issue?  

( Know that how you respond to that crisis will be part of your legacy

Likewise, WE are called to trust and obey the Lord
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