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Living 3:16 – It’s All About Love

1. Motivate

What are reasons that it is hard to love some people?
· they are ornery

· they don’t love you back

· they are ugly

· they don’t have the same set of values you do

· they “done you wrong”

2. Transition

Today ( We look at how God’s love overcomes all of those reasons and more!
3. Bible Study

3.1 God Loves You
Think about what God made possible through His act of love as you listen to this verse.
John 3:16 (NIV)  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

What facts does this verse tell us about God?
· He loves us

· He loves all people in the world

· He has one Son

· He offers eternal life (eternal union with God) if you believe in the Son

Why is eternal life for the believer both in the present and in the future?

	In the Present
	In the Future

	· life is union with God

· death is separation from God

· we have an ongoing relationship with God, right now
	· everyone has eternal existence
· only the believer will be united with God throughout eternity

· contrast eternal separation from God forever


How might you contrast the quantitative and qualitative aspects of eternal life?
	Qualitative 
	Quantitative

	· union with God means enjoying His presence and blessing

· the Spirit of God indwells the believer, empowering, encouraging, guiding

· God gives life abundant John 10:10 (NLT) … My purpose is to give life in all its fullness.
	· eternity in one sense is an infinite number of years

· in another sense, it is outside the dimension of time


Why do you think God’s love for us is one of the most basic, yet difficult spiritual truths to fully grasp?
· we tend to think of “love” in human terms

· we tend to show love only when we know it will be returned

· God demonstrated (and continues to demonstrate) his love “while we were yet sinners”

· it is His nature to love

· His attribute of love will be expressed and present even when He  judges and disciplines

3.2 God’s Love Is in You
Listen for characteristics that will demonstrate God’s love at work in our lives.
1 John 3:16-20 (NIV)  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. [17] If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? [18] Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. [19] This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence [20] whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 

How will the believer demonstrate that he/she has experienced God’s love, that “we belong to the truth”?
· when you lay down your life for your fellow believer

· give of your material possessions/resources to those who are in need

· do more than just say you love someone

· should be demonstrated by actions and in truth
Why is it easier to love with words rather than actions?

· it’s easy to talk a good line, harder to actually do it

· talk requires no commitment

· the saying goes, “talk is cheap”

What do you think Paul really meant talking about willingness to “lay down your life?”

· may mean literally – sacrifice oneself for someone else in a physical sense

· may mean to expend your energies extensively 

· may mean to extend yourself in ways that involve risk (financial, health, safety)

· you give of yourself for the benefit of others, with no claims to be “repaid” 
One could say that Paul is declaring that the believer is to be a conduit, not a reservoir.  How is that true?  How do these two concepts differ?

	Reservoir
	Conduit 

	· contains or holds the water (or other liquid) – in this case, the love

· only to be let out in small portions

· being stored up in reserve for some future need
	· acts as a channel

· it transports the liquid (the love)

· the transported medium is always moving

· it will never get stale, will be fresh


Why are we at rest and confident when our hearts are convinced and persuaded?
· God’s Holy Spirit will trouble our hearts, convict us when we are not living as we should

· God brings peace to the heart that is walking with Him, in submission to Him

3.3 God’s Love Removes Your Fears
Listen for what the love of God does to fear.
1 John 4:15-18 (NIV)  If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. [16] And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. [17] In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. [18] There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
Before the phrase, “in this way, love is made complete,” what things does John say do this?

· you acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God

· God lives in the person, he in God

· you rely on the love God has for you

· living in God means living in love

What does John mean to acknowledge or confess that Jesus is the Son of God?

· means more than simply saying the words

· includes trust

· implies loving submission, obedience

· includes living with love, confidence, hope

After the same phrase, what things are specified as the results of love being made complete?

· we have confidence on the day of judgment

· in this world we are like Him

· God’s perfect love drives out fear … the fear of punishment

What kinds of fears hinder believers from expressing love to others?
· fear of being misunderstood

· fear of being rejected

· fear of no reciprocity

· embarrassment

· self centeredness 

Based on this passage, what should the believer do to conquer these kinds of fears?

· submission to, trust of God

· rely on the love God has for you

· know that the Spirit of God lives within you, producing the Fruit of the Spirit … including love
3.4 God’s Love Moves You to Obey

Listen for how you know that you love God’s children.
1 John 5:2-5 (NIV)  This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. [3] This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, [4] for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. [5] Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

According to this passage, how can you know that your love God’s children?
· by loving God

· by carrying out His commands, obeying His commands

What kinds of commands from God do we struggle with?

· loving others as yourself

· tithing

· coveting

· worrying

· desire for material goods more than desiring God

How would obedience to God in these areas reflect a huge level of trust and respect?

· trusting God to meet your emotional needs

· trusting for your financial needs, even if you surrender 10%

· trust God even though you perceive that others have more things, nicer things 

· trust in God’s love, God’s sufficiency instead of worrying

· spending time with God instead of being a workaholic so you can buy more stuff

What makes a person willing to give to or to love sacrificially the people they know?

· you have a sense of how they will respond

· it’s less of a risk

· you anticipate they will receive your kindness, your actions of love

· you like them, it’s easy to demonstrate that

What makes a person willing to love sacrificially someone you don’t know personally?

· God’s love is at work within you
· you are empowered by God’s indwelling Holy Spirit

· God gives you the love for that person who needs it

· you cannot conjure up this love or grit your teeth and make it happen

According to this passage, how does the believer overcome the world?
· you are born of God, you have new life, spiritual life

· our faith overcomes the world

· we trust in what Jesus has done for us – doing away with our old sinful nature and providing a new and spiritually clean life

· you believe the fact that what God declares in His word is true!

4. Application
4.1 As a devotional exercise, find a Bible concordance, look up “love” 
· read the many Bible verses which use this word
· meditate on who is expressing love, who is receiving the love

· think about how each person’s life is affected by this love

· make sure you understand that when John 3:16 says God loves that world that it means you!!

4.2 Look for ways this week to demonstrate God’s love to others around you
· express unsolicited actions of kindness

· do this within your family

· do this for people you don’t even know

4.3 Remember the fact that those who claim to love God also obey Him.

· ask God to show you ways in which you need to obey Him more faithfully
· look for ways to make sure that obedience and love for God are connected in your life

· ask God to give you the joy of obedience 
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