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Making a Commitment



1. Motivate

List some of the different kinds of formal or informal commitments we make:

· marriage vows**

· house mortgage

· car loan

· contracts to do a job for someone**

· contracts to hire someone to do the job for you

· pledge to church fund raiser

· pledge to United Way

· non disclaimer agreement **

Which of these commitments involve exclusivity? **

2. Transition

The commitment that God wants from us is an exclusive commitment.

( Today we will look at what Joshua had to say 

· to the Israelites

· about an exclusive commitment to God

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Challenge

Listen for the challenge Joshua gave to the people.

Joshua 23:14 "Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promises the LORD your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed. … 24:14 "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  

What were the specific challenges or exhortations Joshua gave?

· fear the Lord

· serve Him with all faithfulness

· Throw away the gods of your forefathers

· Serve the Lord

On what basis did he encourage the people’s faithfulness?

· not one of the Lord’s good promises has failed

· every promise has been fulfilled

· God has been faithful to them, logically He deserved the same in return

If you were to deliver a farewell address about the Lord’s faithfulness to your family or church, what are some things you could tell about?

· provided financial needs

· provided guidance

· protected in specific dangerous situations

· gave healing

· blessed children and grandchildren

· gave peace in times of stress and trauma

· gave wisdom when a decision needed to be made

How do these facts motivate us to be faithful to God

· these provisions are undeserved

· He has been faithful even when we were less than faithful

· They demonstrate God's love, God's power

· He deserves our faithfulness

Joshua directed them to throw away the gods of their forefathers – what kinds of false gods might Joshua urge people today to recognize and throw away?

· money, things

· desire for power over others

· continuous seeking of pleasure

· cars, computers, and other “toys”

· gluttony

· entertainment – TV, movies

· hobbies, sports

3.2 The Options

Listen for three options Joshua placed before the people?

Joshua 24:15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."  

What were the options?

· serve the gods of your forefathers (Abram’s relatives)

· serve the gods of the Amorites (land of Canaan they have just conquered)

· serve Jehovah, the God Who Is

Why might these deities be attractive to the future generations of Israelites?

· they were not so exclusive as Jehovah

· they did not have the same high moral requirements – actually, they often encouraged looser moral behavior

· they tended to be tangible, less abstract

What factors in our culture strongly influence people’s decisions to serve or not serve the Lord as our God?

· we tend to want rational explanations for things

· the media influence our attitudes towards pleasure and entertainment

· we are a time and money oriented society/culture

· trusting in someone we cannot see is often difficult

· the general mind set of culture (as portrayed by media) is a-moral

At the same time

· people searching for peace find it in God

· in the midst of tough times, people reach the bottom and find they cannot handle life and turn to God 

· example of friend of ours from Bible College who’s son hit bottom and recognized his ultimate need for someone/something outside  himself

· a praying church has far more influence on events (local, national, international) than we will ever know

· influence of family (note Joshua’s choice, recall recent lesson on legacy we leave)

Consider Joshua’s declaration,  “as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."  

What kind of impact does such a declaration have on today’s society?

· it is a testimony to the One who is worthy of our trust

· it points people to Jesus

· when people see how crisis is handled in our lives, they will know it is because God has done it

· it influences our children, our grandchildren

· it encourages other believers – knowing that they are not alone 

· it is a demonstration of the members of the church, the Body of Christ, standing united together, facing what life brings our way

3.3 The Choice

Listen for reasons the people gave for choosing to follow the Lord.

Joshua 24:16-24 Then the people answered, "Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods!  [17] It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled.  [18] And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God."  [19] Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins.  [20] If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you."  [21] But the people said to Joshua, "No! We will serve the LORD."  [22] Then Joshua said, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD.""Yes, we are witnesses," they replied.  [23] "Now then," said Joshua, "throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel."  [24] And the people said to Joshua, "We will serve the LORD our God and obey him."  

What reasons did they give?

· Jehovah God, Himself brought us out of Egypt

· He rescued us from slavery

· He protected us on our journey

· He performed great signs before our eyes

· He drove out before us all the nations

· He is our God

Why do  you think Joshua told them he didn’t think they would do it?

· reverse psychology – increase the challenge

· he knew them well, knew their tendencies

· he was afraid for them

· he wanted to make them really think about what they were doing and the implications

What consequences did Joshua present if the people were unfaithful?

· He is a jealous (zealous) God

· He will not forgive sins as long as you are in rebellion against Him

· He will turn and bring disaster on you, make an end of you

· all this even thought He has been good to you

What did that mean about God being “jealous?”

· can be used in a negative sense to denote envy

· when used of God, conveys favorable sense of His zeal focused on His people

· He loves them, acts in their best interests, is zealous for their well-being

· tolerates no idolatry nor unfaithfulness (which is to their detriment) 

· He alone is worthy of worship and obedience

They repeatedly (3 times) declared their determination to follow God – stating that they were each witnesses of the other …what are ways in which we can affirm loyalty and devotion to the Lord?

· daily time of talking to God, telling Him each day of our submission to Him

· write it down every so often

· share your promise or specific commitment to God with someone else – this gives our decision a sense of accountability to someone 

· acts of service are a declaration of your love and devotion

3.4 The Accountability

Listen for how Joshua held the people accountable.

Joshua 24:25-27 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he drew up for them decrees and laws.  [26] And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the LORD.  [27] "See!" he said to all the people. "This stone will be a witness against us. It has heard all the words the LORD has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are untrue to your God."  

How did Joshua hold the people accountable?

· set up a stone in a prominent place

· told them the stone had “heard all the words” Jehovah and we have exchanged

· it would be a “witness” against you if you are untrue

How would the stone be a reminder of their commitment?

· every time they see the stone, they would remember their promise

· if they were untrue to the promise, it would “remind” them that what they had said was not what they were doing

Consider what kind of physical reminder you might use to remind yourself of a promise to God

· a note (dated and signed) on the flyleaf of your Bible

· a book mark with a quote on it

· a picture of a missionary you promised to pray for

· a note on the mirror in bed- or bathroom

· even a key chain

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Consider your life style – to what extent does it demonstrate that the Lord is the only true God in your life

· what other “gods” have a tendency to rob my worship from the Lord

· ask God to show you things that need to be “thrown away” (either figuratively or literally)

4.2 Think how you can make a public statement of commitment that will influence and encourage your family, your peers to follow God alone

· talk to children, Grand children

· tell them what God has done, His faithfulness to you, your determination to do likewise with Him

4.3 Occasionally you might need to renew a covenant or a promise you made to the Lord

· may mean more now after your life experiences

· may be harder now – knowing the total commitment it means
4.4 Think of some physical reminder of your commitment

· each time you see it, you can whisper a prayer of renewed commitment

· as mentioned previously, it is also a teaching tool 
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