6/12/05
Not Guilty by Association

1. Motivate

What hero do you remember in the movies or on TV or in the comic books who always seemed to arrive at just the right moment to save the day?
· Superman

· Batman

· Perry Mason

· Rocket J. Squirrel

· Mickey Mantel

· Tarzan

· Underdog

· Mighty Mouse

· Ramar of the Jungle

2. Transition

Today we look at how we were in trouble and God saved the day for our problem!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Our Guilt Revealed
Listen for what is not and what is the purpose of the law.
Romans 3:19-20 (NIV) Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. [20] Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 

What does the law not do?
· no one declared righteous by observing the law

What then, is the purpose of the law?

· through the law we become conscious of sin

When you serve on a jury, how do you determine the guilt or innocence of the defendant?
· consider the evidence given, the testimony of the witnesses

· ask is there believable evidence to show that the defendant broke the law or not

· were his/her actions in defiance of the law (guilty)

· or in agreement with the law (innocent)

What is the charge against mankind?   (  guilty of condition of sin … condemned to die

According to these verses what kind of defense can we establish?

· every mouth may be silenced and …

· the whole world held accountable to God

Suppose you are first hearing the gospel message … how would you feel finding out for the first time that you are condemned and defenseless before the Judge of the universe?

· upset … how can a so called “loving God” condemn me to hell?

· in denial … basically I’m a pretty nice person
( Keep these feelings in mind the next time you are witnessing to an unbeliever!
3.2 God’s Righteousness Revealed
Listen for what this passage says about righteousness.
Romans 3:21-26 (NIV)  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. [22] This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, [23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. [25] God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- [26] he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

What are some phrases in this passages that speak about righteousness?

· righteousness is from God

· the Law and Prophets (Old Testament) talk about it

· it is made known (available) apart from the law

· it comes through faith in Jesus Christ

· it is available to all who believe

Why do some people object to the idea that God has offered forgiveness to every person, even the worst sinners?

· they still feel that they can earn their righteousness

· someone who is really bad (“worse than me”) doesn’t deserve it … “I probably do if I’m good enough”

· people still think about fairness or justice – again, really bad people don’t deserve God’s forgiveness

What is justification?

· we are declared (by God) as not guilty 

· it is an act (by God) 

· it is not a process (by us or God either one)

· God views us “just as if” we had never sinned
According to this passage, how do we become justified?

· we are justified freely

· it is by His grace (His blessing to us that we don’t deserve)
· it is through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus 

· He paid the ransom so that we could be set free from the penalty 
(and the power) of sin 

What do you see in this passage as to why God offered forgiveness this way – free?

· to demonstrate His justice

· in His forbearance He had left sins unpunished

· His holy nature demanded punishment of sins … 

· that punishment taken by His Son, Jesus the Messiah
3.3 Justified by Faith
What are some of the many religious acts and practices people around the world perform in an attempt to please God?
· doing penance, 
· going on a hajj (pilgrimage)

· burning incense
· doing good deeds
· totally separate oneself from worldly influence

Listen for how Abraham pleased God.

Romans 4:1-3 (NIV)   What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? [2] If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about--but not before God. [3] What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 

Recall from our recent study, what good things (actions) did Abraham do?
· picked up and moved when God told him to

· demonstrated obedience by being willing to sacrifice Isaac

According to this passage how was it that Abraham achieved righteousness?
· he believed God

· this was credited to him as righteousness

According to this passage, if he had been justified by his works, what would be the problem?

· he would have something to boast about

Why do some people have trouble believing that they can be only justified by faith?

· it’s too easy, too simplistic

· they like to boast (at least in their own minds)  about how good they are 

· it doesn’t fit with most of the rest of our value systems

· we are usually paid according to how well we demonstrate certain abilities
· people are awarded fame and popularity according to how hard they work and how well they do

· as discussed above, that means that really bad people can be justified … and that’s not fair!

How do we demonstrate faith?   How do we betray faith?

	Demonstrate Faith
	Betray Faith

	· believe what God says

· act according to what God says

· obey and serve as a result of God’s making us a new creature
	· worry despite what God says

· act in rebellion to God’s commands

· ignore God’s wisdom in His Word


3.4 Results of Justification
Listen for all the results of justification by faith.
Romans 5:1-2 (NIV)  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, [2] through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 

List what God gives us as a result of our position of justification.
· peace with God

· gained access by faith 

· grace

· hope

How is peace with God different from peace of mind?

	Peace with God
	Peace of Mind

	· no longer God’s enemy

· now united with God

· may well include peace of mind
	· not worried

· contented in whatever situation


Who among the class has been in the presence of royalty, a celebrity, or high ranking official?    Who was it?

· the queen

· the president

· a sports star

· an entertainment star

What difficulties are often encountered in getting access to a person of status?
· security checkpoints

· must buy a ticket

· must wait in line

· must elbow your way to the front of the crowd

According to this passage what is required to gain access (both now and eternally) to the very God who created the universe?

( “we have gained access by faith into this grace”


Consider Hebrews 10:22 (NIV) let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 

Note the further benefits of being free to “draw near to God”

· full assurance of faith

· hearts “sprinkled,” cleansed from guilty conscience

· bodies washed (lives cleansed) with pure water

4. Application
4.1 Consider how our relationship with God and how this changes how we live our daily lives

· we will want to please Him

· we will want to live in adventure with Him

· trusting and obeying Him

· we will treat others with respect, concern
4.2 Take some of these words we’ve found today and do some in depth devotional studying of their meanings

· justification

· redemption

· propitiation

· peace

· hope

4.3 In a church hymnal study some of the hymns that speak to faith and salvation

· My Faith Has Found a Resting Place
· Christ Receiveth Sinful Men
· read them carefully … note how they tell us more about the concepts we’ve studied today

4.5 Think about how you might incorporate some of these concepts into your personal testimony for use in presenting the gospel message on a FAITH visit

· are you using theological words too much?

· can you better describe what God has done in other phrases

· can you use these words and then define them as you share

NO defense!
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