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Obeying Totally



1. Motivate

What were some rules your parents made that you knew not to question?

· you don’t go to that place

· you don’t play with those kids

· never go out onto the ice when the lake freezes over

· you will not go to these kind of activities

What are some non-negotiable rules employers usually establish for employees?

· you punch the clock only for yourself

· you must show your lunch box to the guard on your way out

· you must wear your ID badge

2. Transition

Today ( we will look at some instructions that God gave that the Children of Israel were to follow exactly … no deviations

Sometimes God's instructions to us seem irrelevant

Some of us feel we can pick and choose which instructions to obey

( God expects believers to obey all his commands, even if we don’t understand all His reasons

3. Bible Study

3.1 Obey in Seemingly Hopeless Situations

Listen for the specific instructions given to Joshua

Joshua 6:1-5 Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came in.  [2] Then the LORD said to Joshua, "See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men.  [3] March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days.  [4] Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams' horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets.  [5] When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in."  

Why was Jericho such a formidable barrier to Israel’s plans to conquer Canaan?

· stood right in the approach to the land

· this city guarded the valley through which they had to go

· these were a heathen people, the godless influence had to be destroyed (more on that later)

What were the specific instructions given?

· march around the city once with armed men

· do this 6 days

· have 7 priests carry trumpets

· On 7th day, march 7 times with priests blowing trumpets

· give long blast, everyone shout

· go in when the walls fall

If you were a military planner, how might you have decided to overcome the city?

· tunnel under, or build a ramp over, or attack with ladders

· build siege engines (catapults, rams)

· surround them and starve them out

If Joshua had come to you as a group of military leaders with these instructions, how would you  have felt – what was hopeless about their situation?

· he’s crazy

· this will never work

· this is a tough city

· they’ll just laugh at us

· is he sure God told him this?

· what is going to make the walls fall down … the shout??

How do we (and how did they) overcome the struggle to obey God's instructions to us when  …

· they can seem to go against common knowledge?

· they seem hopeless

· our knowledge is too common

· God knows best

· He is the one who has the power, the authority, the wisdom to accomplish His purposes

· God is doing things His way

· When it happens doing things God's way, we will know that it was God that did it

· It is obvious that it is not our skill or wisdom

· we are called to trust God, trust His words, His instructions

Is it wrong to question God's commands? Why? Why not?

	Wrong
	OK

	· obey immediately

· God knows best, to question is lack of faith

· to take the time to question and ponder may be a fatal hesitation
	· for clarification

· is it really God telling me this

· God, prove it is you

· to jump too soon may be fatal




3.2 Persist in Obedience

As you listen, think what the response inside Jericho might have been.

Joshua 6:14-16 So on the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. They did this for six days.  [15] On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times.  [16] The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the people, "Shout! For the LORD has given you the city!  

What kind of response could have been happening inside the city of Jericho?

· standing on the walls yelling, laughing

· puzzlement

· fear  (what evidence from other passages in Joshua might suggest this? Rahab’s comments to the spies)

· confidence, boredom

What kind of doubts might have been going through the minds of the Israelites?

· what is this accomplishing?

· what a way to run a war

· we’re becoming a laughingstock

Why do you think God required the 7 day process?

· 7 days of obedience demonstrated their full faith

· faith must be a persistent thing, otherwise it is not faith, 

· otherwise it is conditioned response – like Pavlov’s dogs

· although mature faith will become a conditioned mindset – no matter what the situation – our response is to trust God and obey

· but that maturity comes through repeated persistence
In what areas of our lives do we struggle against strict and persistent obedience?

· consistent quiet time

· grumbling, gossiping

· dietary indiscretions (pigging out)

· expressing anger

· temptations to get even

What is similar about verses 2 and 16?

· both are past tense verbs

· I have delivered Jericho

· the Lord has given you the city       In God's thinking it was a done deal!!

( In God's point of view, outside of time, He can consider it completed … we need to learn to adapt His perspective.

3.3 Heed Warnings Against Disobedience

Listen for warnings … further instructions on the conquering of the city.

Joshua 6:17-19 The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent.  [18] But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it.  [19] All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must go into his treasury."  

What specific instructions are given?

· all the city, the things in it are “devoted” to the Lord

· Rahab and her family are spared

· keep away from “devoted” (banned) things

· you will bring about your own destruction by taking anything

· silver, gold, bronze, iron are sacred (separated) to God, go into treasury

Note “devoted” meant “banned” .. that is, to be destroyed

· they were “to devote to destruction”

· they were irrevocably given to Jehovah by total destruction

· God was to be total victor

· the sinfulness and total rebellion against God had to be destroyed

· was an issue of God's righteous/justice and the potential evil influence on God's people

3.4 Reap Victory Through Obedience

Imagine what kinds of temptations might exist to not obey in this part of the victory.

Joshua 6:20-25 When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every man charged straight in, and they took the city.  [21] They devoted the city to the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it--men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys.  … [24] Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the LORD'S house.  [25] But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho--and she lives among the Israelites to this day.  

What temptations might there be (indeed there was) to not do away with everything?

· it’s good stuff

· this person could be my servant/slave

· I could use this money … what a great looking pair of sandals

· nice sword, good tools here

How do we do the same thing with issues where God wants us to do away with some issue in our lives

· it’s not so bad

· it could be a good thing

· I can control it and use it  … for a while anyway

( Truth is … hanging on to that which God tells us to get out of our life can be deadly!

Should believers expect the same kinds of victories that the Israelites experienced at Jericho?  Why? Why not?

	Yes
	Not always

	· obedience to God's instructions means you are acting in faith

· faith is the only way to experience victory
	· victory, yes … same kind, not necessarily

· might not be so significant or monumental

· there are lots of little victories along the way


4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Consider your lifestyle and pattern of decision making …

· ask God to show you if you are demonstrating always obeying all of His commands

· repent of those situations where you pick and choose only some commands and ignore others

4.2 Recall a time when you totally obeyed God, even though you didn’t understand all the reasons behind His leading

· what were the results of your obedience?

· Thank God for His blessings and the victory that was won

· Ask God to help you to remember that when faced with a similar test of obedience

4.3  What might God be dealing with you about right now

· God calls you to obedience

· Trust Him, trust His direction

· Obey Him and experience His victory

Our victory over these things can also be considered a done deal when we persist in obedience and trust
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