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Paying a Price to Serve God

1. Motivate

What are some of the dynamics of an angry crowd.  What kinds of things are said, what kinds of things are done?
· “You’re not so tough!”

· raised fists, lots of gesturing, pushing, shoving

· “you want to take this outside?”

· “let’s go get ‘em!”

· lots of threats, name calling

· sometimes cars get turned over, 
· windows get broken, 
· stores looted, 
· fires set

2. Transition

Today we look at someone who faced this kind of experience … all because he did what God told him to do.
( He paid a price for serving God!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Accept God’s Tough Assignment
Listen for the warning in the message that Jeremiah was to give.
Jeremiah 26:1-7 (NIV)  Early in the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came from the Lord: [2] "This is what the Lord says: Stand in the courtyard of the Lord's house and speak to all the people of the towns of Judah who come to worship in the house of the Lord. Tell them everything I command you; do not omit a word. [3] Perhaps they will listen and each will turn from his evil way. Then I will relent and not bring on them the disaster I was planning because of the evil they have done. [4] Say to them, 'This is what the Lord says: If you do not listen to me and follow my law, which I have set before you, [5] and if you do not listen to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I have sent to you again and again (though you have not listened), [6] then I will make this house like Shiloh and this city an object of cursing among all the nations of the earth.' "   [7] The priests, the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speak these words in the house of the Lord. 

List the specific tasks that God gave Jeremiah –  what, where, when …
· stand in the courtyard of the Lord’s house

· speak to all the people who come to worship

· tell them everything I command you, don’t leave anything out

What was God’s purpose of delivering the message?

· perhaps they will listen, pay attention

· perhaps they will turn from their evil way

· then I will relent and not bring on the planned disaster (due to their evil)

Now what was the content of the message?

· you need to listen to me and follow my law given to you

· if      you do not heed words of the prophets (sent to you repeatedly)
then I will make this temple to be destroyed, just like at Shiloh
then I will make this city an object of cursing among all nations

Why was it important the recipients to know that the message is from God?
· not just Jeremiah’s thoughts and opinions

· he was only the messenger, not the author of the message

· they could easily reject his words, but they have no excuse to ignore what God has to say

· God has the power and authority to enforce what He commands

Why would it be important for Jeremiah to know that the message is from God?

· he’s not on his own

· he has been given an important responsibility … don’t “drop the ball”

· he may take the heat temporarily, but ultimately, God must enforce His promised discipline
What are some examples of when people talk but they are not being listened to.

· a wife tells the husband not to forget to pick up some groceries on the way home

· parents telling kids to do the chores

· a teacher tells the class to make sure to do the homework

· the president speaks and his opponents pay no attention

Jeremiah was facing this … how do you think he felt about it?

· frustrated

· discouraged

· angry

· doomed to failure

· hopeless
How would their lives (and our lives) be different if God’s message was heard and heeded?
· peace and joy

· lives of holiness

· lives that glorified God

· lives that pointed other people to God

· lives that gave credibility to the claims of Scripture

3.2 Don’t Buckle Under Pressure
Listen for how Jeremiah handles opposition.
Jeremiah 26:8-14 (NIV)  But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people everything the Lord had commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people seized him and said, "You must die! [9] Why do you prophesy in the Lord's name that this house will be like Shiloh and this city will be desolate and deserted?" And all the people crowded around Jeremiah in the house of the Lord.  [10] When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from the royal palace to the house of the Lord and took their places at the entrance of the New Gate of the Lord's house. [11] Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and all the people, "This man should be sentenced to death because he has prophesied against this city. You have heard it with your own ears!" [12] Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and all the people: "The Lord sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the things you have heard. [13] Now reform your ways and your actions and obey the Lord your God. Then the Lord will relent and not bring the disaster he has pronounced against you. [14] As for me, I am in your hands; do with me whatever you think is good and right. 

Imagine you are in the courtroom … Jeremiah has been seized and brought there … you are the prosecutor … according to the passage, what accusations do you make?
· he must die

· why must he prophesy about the destruction of the temple

· he claims the city will be desolate and deserted

· he has prophesied against this city

· we have witnesses who heard all his words

Why do people get defensive when confronted with truth?

· they often have to admit they are wrong

· this is a “loss of face”

· it is embarrassing to admit your sins

· they don’t want to give up the lifestyle to which they’ve become accustomed 

· in some cases, they might even face legal problems

What kinds of responses do you fear the most when confronting people with the truth?

· rejection of friendship

· accusations of harassment

· getting kicked out of their house

· you make an enemy of someone who had been a friend

· they won’t want to know the truth and will turn on you, attack you somehow

According to the passage, how did Jeremiah respond – why did he not back down, even when faced with physical danger?

· God  sent me to prophesy

· it is God’s message, not mine

· you need to reform your ways, change your actions

· you need to obey God
· if you do, then God will relent and not being disaster

· as for me, you can do whatever you think is good and right
How do you think Jeremiah is feeling at this point in the proceedings?

· these people are denying the truth of what will really happen

· God told me to say this, I didn’t think this up on my own

· if these things are true, you should not be mad at me … you should do what God says

( Think about what you are willing to risk to obey God …
3.3 Trust God for Results
Jeremiah has been accused, he is offering a defense … listen for the outcome.
Jeremiah 26:15-16 (NIV)    Be assured, however, that if you put me to death, you will bring the guilt of innocent blood on yourselves and on this city and on those who live in it, for in truth the Lord has sent me to you to speak all these words in your hearing."  [16] Then the officials and all the people said to the priests and the prophets, "This man should not be sentenced to death! He has spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God." 
What are some further words of defense he gives in this passage?
· if you put me to death

· then you will bring the guilt of innocent blood on yourselves

· it is true that God has sent me to speak to you this message

Why didn’t the people recognize Jeremiah’s authority?

· they didn’t want to

· they didn’t like the message

· they wanted to remain in their sin

Despite that attitude,  Jeremiah was certain that God sent him to speak the message … Look in Matthew 28:18-20  to find what similar certainty we have today?   [18]Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. [19] Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 
· we have God’s authority
· we are to go to all nations

· we are to make disciples, baptize

· we are to teach them to obey God’s commands

· God is with us all the way to the end of the age

What does Hebrews 11:1 say about how certainty and faith work together in serving God?    Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

· sure of what we hope for

· certain of what we do not see

( We are certain and sure based on what God tells us in His word
What study or pursuit could help you to stand firm in speaking God’s Word, even when it is poorly received?
· fill your mind with God’s Truth

· give up filling your mind with secular entertainment

· set aside time each day to talk to God

· consider some of the times in the day when your mind is on autopilot … daily commute … could you have a conversation with God during those minutes?

· take FAITH Evangelism training 
 http://www.mobberly.org/templates/cusmobberly/Details.asp?id=20485&PID=47407 
4. Application
4.1  God may call you to a situation where you need to confront someone on a spiritual issue … salvation, obvious sin in their lives

· the cost of obedience may seem high

· however the cost of disobedience is much higher … 

· also, consider the cost that Jesus paid … it is much higher than anything we might experience in serving Him

( How will you respond to being God’s spokes person to someone in your circle of acquaintances?

4.2 Maybe you have places or situations where it is difficult for you to share your faith

· work

· relatives

· neighbors

· people of other religions

( Pray for one another .. for boldness and courage to witness in these areas

( Pray for missionaries and national believers who are risking their lives to share their faith

4.3  We will overcome when
· we trust the Lord

· we allow Him to accomplish the outcome of the assignments He gives us

· Recall the points of the lesson

1. Accept whatever assignments God has for you

2. Refuse to buckle under pressure

3. Trust the Lord for the results

Jeremiah did this … listened to God and obeyed.  Many of those who heard him would not.





We are called to obey God and serve him, whether those we speak to heed God’s message or not





it is the definition of faith
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