3/9/2003
Praying About God's Kingdom



1. Motivate

Recall that Jabez prayed, "Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory.” 

· He was not asking for increased material blessing

· He wanted to become more involved in God's work, wanted more responsibility

Jesus prayed similarly, “Thy kingdom come.”

Paul prayed that God's kingdom would be advanced  

If the “kingdom of God” is the “realm where God rules,” what are some ways that God's Kingdom/Rule can be advanced?

· preaching of the Gospel message

· witnessing

· ministering to others in the name of Jesus

· raising children in the “fear and admonition of the Lord”

· allowing God's Holy Spirit to rule in your life

· prayer for the outreach of the Gospel

2. Transition

Today ( we consider prayer that allows us to be a part of God's Kingdom

3. Bible Study

3.1 Listen and Obey

Listen for ways in which God lead His people in advancing the Gospel.
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Acts 16:6-10 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia.  [7] When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.  [8] So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas.  [9] During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us."  [10] After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.  

Where did God prevent Paul’s group from going to preach?

· the province of Asia

· Bithynia

How did God tell them where they should go?

· Paul had a vision or dream in the night

· a Macedonian man stood there requesting help

· “Come over to Macedonia and help us”

How might God have prevented them from going into Asia and Bithynia?

· weather

· availability of transportation

· dangerous conditions

· didn’t have right kind of supplies

· a dream or vision

How do people feel when something they believe they should be doing is prevented or thwarted by various conditions?

· disappointed

· frustrated

· puzzled

· wondering about why God is preventing a good thing

What are some times in our lives when God seems to give direction by “closing doors”?

· major purchases

· job changes

· ministry opportunities

· children’s choice of a college

What are some ways in which God explicitly gives direction to us on what we should do?

· verses of Scripture which seem to “jump out” at us

· spiritual decisions prompted by preaching or teaching

· God's Spirit strongly impresses upon our mind a course of action

· God opens doors of opportunity

· someone gives us godly advice, encouragement, a nudge in the right direction

( Believers need to listen and obey the Word of God and heed His directions

3.2 Use Every Opportunity

Listen for how Paul turned a difficult situation into an opportunity.

Philip. 1:12-14 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel.  [13] As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.  [14] Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.  

What difficult situation was Paul in?

· prison

· chains

How did Paul take advantage of his circumstances to advance the gospel?

· his guards were a “captive” audience

· Paul shared the Gospel with them at every opportunity

· they were elite troops, moved in “high places”

· Paul was visited by many believers in Rome with whom he shared

· Lots of people knew about Paul’s situation and were encouraged by how he was handling it

· he had time to write letters of encouragement, teaching, exhortation

Why do we sometimes see or circumstances as a hindrance rather than an opportunity?

· we focus on the bad

· all we can think of is the misery of the bad circumstance

· we think we have things figured out as to how events in our lives should happen

· we are not willing to believe what the Scriptures tell us about God working out all things for good for those who love God

· we have too small a concept of God … thinking things are out of control even for Him

How does God sometimes work bad for good in our lives (despite our doubts and confusion)?

· we lose one job to be able to find a better one

· through tough times we learn better how to trust in God's provision and guidance in our lives

· events in our lives provide experiences by which we are better able to minister to others going through similar situations

· bad times teach us not to depend on ourselves, they “crowd” us closer to Christ

( Know that faithful witnessing in hard times is used by God to win unbelievers and to encourage believers

3.3 Enlist Others to Pray

Listen for factors which give Paul confidence.

Philip. 1:19 for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.  

To what or who does Paul give credit for his confidence?

· prayers of fellow believers

· help from the Spirit of Jesus Christ

Why should Christians enlist others to pray?

· share the load

· we are told to agree together in prayer 

· Matthew 18:19 "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  

· united prayer is a powerful force

· when many people agree on the “goal” of the prayer, then it is not just one person’s fanciful desire … it is something for which many people share the same belief and burden

How can believers’ prayer for one another advance the Kingdom, the Rule of God?

· support each other’s ministry

· brings unity to the ultimate goal of the Rule of God in people’s lives

· many people united are stronger than individuals on their own

· we are told to pray for one another (James 5:16)

· 2 Cor. 1:10-11 He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us,  [11] as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.  

( Remember that missionaries, pastors, and even Sunday School teachers depend on the prayers of God's people.

3.4 Keep on Serving

Listen for the attitude Paul expresses about his future.

Philip. 1:20-26 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  [21] For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  [22] If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know!  [23] I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far;  [24] but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.  [25] Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith,  [26] so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.  

Contrast what Paul says about his concerns for the Kingdom of God, versus his concerns for his own life.

	Personal Concerns
	Concerns for God's Kingdom

	· death is gain (done with physical struggles)

· desire to depart, be with Christ

· better to be with Christ in heaven

· done with burden of ministry
	· necessary to remain in the body

· means fruitful labor

· progress and joy in the faith of members in the churches

· Joy of Christ will overflow for believers


How does a person come to value kingdom concerns over personal concerns?

· daily walk with Jesus … reading God's Word, communicating with Him

· praying for Kingdom ministries

· involvement in Kingdom ministries

· becoming aware of the variety of outreach ministries … locally, nationally, world wide

( Let Paul’s example be an encouragement to you. 

( Let your objective be to magnify Christ in both living and dying.

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Be sensitive to God's guidance in your life.

· When God closes a door, look for other open doors

· Heed the admonition of God's Word as you read it … as you hear preaching and teaching

· When you pray … don’t do so much “talking” that it is only a monolog, not a dialog

· Check out opportunities to be involved in Kingdom ministries at www.namb.net and www.imb.org 

4.2 Look for God at work in the situation, even when events seem to be “for the bad.”

· God is teaching you

· God is opening a new door

· God is providing a new opportunity

· This is the spiritual application to the saying, “when life gives you a bunch of lemons, make lemonade”

4.3 Be involved in the prayer support for a variety of Kingdom ministries

· pray for missionaries by name

· learn about different missionary outreach activities

· pray for this Sunday School class – that God will use us to further His Kingdom, not just be a “religious feel good club”

4.4 Overcome discouragements from faithful service

· whatever your situation, God can use you as His tool

· Paul chose to keep on serving even when he was elderly, struggling with health problems, and facing a variety of outside opposition

· don’t focus on your problems, ask God to help you focus on what opportunities He is presenting to you
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