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Priorities 



1. Motivate

What kinds of things do people have as priorities in their lives?

· jobs

· making money

· gaining power

· being entertained

· enjoyment

· playing with their “toys”

· getting out of work

· exercise

· chocolate

· church ministries

· family

2. Transition

Every day you live, you are in the process of setting priorities.

Priority ( some choices are more important to you than others 

This week we will look at how your Biblical priorities affect your finances.

3. Bible Study

Listen for what Jesus asked the man to do.

Consider  Matthew 19:16-23 Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?"  [17] "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments."  [18] "Which ones?" the man inquired. Jesus replied, " 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony,  [19] honor your father and mother,' and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'"  [20] "All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?"  [21] Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."  [22] When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.  [23] Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  

What did Jesus ask the rich young man to do?

· obey the commandments

· sell possessions

· give to the poor

· come and follow Jesus

What would be the result of doing these things?

· gain eternal life

· receive treasure in heaven

Why did Jesus answer the man’s question with a challenge about giving?  Was he to earn his way to eternal life with deeds?

· the man’s priorities were wrong

· his wealth was more important to him than anything else

· temporal (here and now) things were more important than eternal

· material things were more important to him than spiritual

( Jesus was addressing a lordship issue particular to that man’s case

What kind of measuring stick do you use to distinguish the difference between activities that are essential versus things which are nonessential?

· things I have time to do

· getting ready for classes

· things I have promised to do, contracted to do

· standards I set for myself (hand back tests at next class meeting)

· things that really matter are essential

· spiritual issues (devotions vs. TV)

Why is saying “no” to people’s requests of you a different thing to do?

· they need it done

· they believe that I can do it

· I might not get asked to take on another contract

· we grow up being urged to be responsible and involved, we even stress those things in SS class

· If I manage my time like I’m supposed to, I should be able to do it

Note some tips given by our lesson on managing time:

· Make time to plan your day, week, month, year

· Make your needs clearly known – if you are overwhelmed it must be communicated

· Keep an accurate calendar with when you are supposed to be where

· Delegate tasks to others – train someone if need be

· Allow extra time for the unexpected

· Be prepared to sacrifice the “good” activities for sake of maintaining serenity

In the next passage, listen for the purpose of the gifts of the Spirit.

1 Cor. 12:7-12 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  [8] To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,  [9] to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,  [10] to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.  [11] All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.  [12] The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  … 24-27 But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor (gifts) to the parts that lacked it,  [25] so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  [26] If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  [27] Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. [28] And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.  

What are some gifts listed?

· wisdom

· knowledge

· faith

· healing

· miracles

· prophecy

· discernment

· tongues

· interpretation

· teaching

· administration

What is the purpose of these gifts?

· for the common good of the church (the body of believers)

· unity

· ministry to one another

· helping each other

Note that In all cases it is for others, not for oneself.

( God calls us to be good stewards of all our resources … finances, time, spiritual gifts

Watch the video together.

In the Video Larry discuss the importance of engaged couples discussing their financial goals.  What kinds of discussion do you remember about finances before or soon after your marriage?

· can we afford it?

· how much will your job earn us

· where can we live on this little amount of money

· we’ll be OK if we don’t eat

· can we finish school?

Why is it important that a frank and open understanding of finances be determined from the start of a marriage?

· one of the major reasons that marriages fail

· people come from such different backgrounds about how finances are handled

· both spouses should be involved in decisions

· both should carry out certain responsibilities in handling the finances

· it is important for a wife to establish her own separate credit rating

Larry reminds the group that any question people have about money and finances can be ultimately be answered in God's Word.   Consider some of the following … what do they teach us?

Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  

· you cannot have double priorities

· you must put God ahead of desire for money, material things

Matthew 25:26-30 "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed?  [27] Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  [28] " 'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents.  [29] For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.  [30] And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  

· God calls us to be responsible stewards

· He has entrusted to us a variety of resources

· They must be used for His glory, His Kingdom

Mark 6:8 These were his instructions: "Take nothing for the journey except a staff--no bread, no bag, no money in your belts.  

· in some situations we tend to trust in our own resources

· we need to depend on God for our resources and not stockpile them for ourselves

Mark 12:41-44 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.  [42] But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny.  [43] Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.  [44] They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything--all she had to live on."  

· we who have plenty are often shamed by the giving of those who have so little

· we need to remember that all we have is because of what God has given us

· when we are generous with the resources God has entrusted to us, 

· people’s needs are met, 

· others are blessed, 

· God is glorified

What are some examples of the reality of Larry’s comment, “I don’t think you can be in financial bondage and be spiritually free.”

· God has provided for our spiritual freedom

· That spiritual freedom implies freedom from all kinds of bondage in our lives

· When Christ controls our lives, other things do not

· God intends for us to be generous and liberal in our giving – we are not able to when we are in financial bondage

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Consider how dangerously close most of us are to the rich young ruler’s attitude about our wealth …

· Ask God to help you not to be so grasping about your finances

· Ask God to learn to put His priorities ahead of yours when it comes to finances

4.2 Evaluate the use of your time in relationship to spiritual things

· time spent reading God's Word in contrast to TV or your hobbies

· lack of time spent in service to the Lord, service to others

4.3 Consider your use of the Spiritual gift(s) God has given you

· Do you give their use a high priority in your life?

· Are they being squandered?

· They may end up like that trigonometry you once studied – if you don’t use it, you lose it!!
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