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Quality Is Job One

1. Motivate

What devices in your home do you have that come with an owner’s handbook?
· car

· computer

· VCR or DVD players

· lawn mower, grass trimmer

· sewing machine

· food processor, mixer

· bread machine

· PDA (Palm Pilot, etc.)

· cell phone

· mp3 player

2. Transition

Consider the importance of these documents …
· difficult to use without background information

· helps you use the device most efficiently

( Today we look at God’s Handbook for living the Christian life

· We begin a study of the Sermon on the Mount 

· Specifically we look at the Beatitudes … foundations for how to live and follow Jesus

3. Bible Study

3.1 Learn from Jesus the Teacher
Listen for the what you can learn in this passage about Jesus as a teacher.
Matthew 5:1-2 (NIV)  Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, [2] and he began to teach them, saying:

Who are the different personalities in these two verses?

· the crowds

· Jesus

· the disciples

What were some reasons the crowds had gathered?

· wanted healings

· wanted to hear Jesus’ teachings

· they were curious

· maybe some were skeptics who would either spy or confront Him

The disciples seem to be the target audience.  Why do you think Jesus wanted to give them these teachings?
· He knew He would not be here forever

· they would be tasked with the beginning of the church

· they would need to know the Truth to share with others

· they were to be teachers and trainers of others

Who are some “teachers” that compete for our attention today by way of TV, radio, or print materials?  Who seeks to provide us with information, instruction, or training?

· TV evangelists

· news anchors

· politicians

· advertisers

· newspaper columnists (even writers of letters to the editor)

How are they like and unlike how Jesus taught in this passage?  What do they have in common?  What sets them apart?

	Similar to Jesus
	Unlike Jesus

	· have a message to communicate

· communicate verbally

· use stories

· seek to convince those who hear them
	· the message is often for financial gain

· Jesus message was for spiritual gain

· other teachers are not the ultimate authority … they either were given their message or make it up


Today, Jesus’ teachings are very familiar to church goers – so much so that the precepts are often overlooked or taken for granted.   How can we find freshness in Jesus’ teachings?
· study them for yourself … not just sit in a class or church service

· take notes in a sermon to help you pay attention

· memorize scripture … this lets it stimulate or arouse your thinking along the lines of the precepts God wants you to apply in your life

· read from a different translation

· journal your thoughts and feelings as you read

3.2 Live the Upside Down Life
Based on our culture’s  standards, what qualities exemplify a “blessed” life?
· abundant material goods

· all the latest gadgets

· kids that excel in sports and/or academics

· nice house in a nice neighborhood

· a rewarding job

· glamour 

Listen for the 8 qualities in this passage which Jesus says exemplify a blessed life.

Matthew 5:3-10 (NIV) "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. [4] Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. [5] Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. [6] Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. [7] Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. [8] Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. [9] Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. [10] Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

List the eight qualities which God blesses and the accompanying future reward which God gives to those who pursue these qualities

	Quality
	Future Reward

	1. Poor in spirit

2. Mourn

3. Gentleness

4. Thirst for righteousness

5. Mercy

6. Pure in heart

7. Peacemakers

8. Endure persecution for righteousness
	1. Inherit kingdom of heaven

2. Will be comforted

3. Inherit the earth

4. Will be filled

5. Shown mercy

6. See God

7. Called the sons of God

8. Kingdom of heaven is theirs


What do you think it means to be “poor in spirit?”
· not a person who brags on himself

· not taking credit for things all the time

· trusting in Jesus, not in self

· realization of one’s own limitations and neediness

What mental picture does “mourn” create for you?

· someone who cries a lot

· someone who is very sad about the loss of a loved one

· someone who cannot be cheered up

Consider 1 Thes. 4:13 (NIV)  Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 
So Jesus probably doesn’t mean mourning or grieving for someone who has died.  What do you think He does mean?

· concerned or burdened about those who need Jesus in their lives

· saddened over needs of fellow believers

· not self absorbed about one’s own problems, rather aware and concerned for needs of others

· someone who takes life seriously, not making a joke of everything

What kind of “comfort” will they receive?
· assurance of God’s power at work in their lives

· a sense of God’s love for them

· encouragement from other believers

How would a person behave if he or she were hungering and thirsting after righteousness?
· reading and applying God’s Word on a daily basis

· talking to God, listening to God

· meditating on God’s Truth

· take in opportunities to hear good teaching, preaching

Two of the qualities listed specify as their reward receiving of the “Kingdom of God.”   How will this reward show up in our lives?

· the kingdom of God is the realm where God rules

· the poor in spirit and persecuted believers will experience the rule of God in their lives

· they will be obedient, submissive to God’s direction in their lives
Here are some synonyms for the word “gentle” …

( mild, calm, tender, kind, temperate 

( an antonym is “rough”

How does someone who is gentle affect the lives of those around him or her?

· they are easy to be with

· they don’t cause tension or stress

· they bring peace to a situation

· they tend to also be encouragers … help you deal with life

· also seem to have their own life in control
3.3 Willingly Suffer for Godliness
Listen for advice that goes counter to our society’s attitude.
Matthew 5:11-12 (NIV)  "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. [12] Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

What are some ways Christians in North America are often insulted because of certain convictions that run contrary to popular conduct?
· you’re a “goody-two-shoes”

· get real, man

· how can you believe a book full of myths?

· you people are a bunch of hypocrites

One (bad) option is to handle insults with a snappy come back or put down of our own.  How would such a reaction affect the cause of Christ?

· makes us like one of them

· doesn’t speak to the real issue of the need in the life of the unbeliever

· we are not called to win arguments, we’re called to communicate (verbally and with our lives) the Good News of salvation

How does it help to know that you are neither the first nor the last to suffer for your faith?

· some very godly men (prophets) experienced worse than we do

· they made it through, so can we (recall the recent lesson on the Fiery Furnace)

· God rewarded them, honored them (see Hebrews 11)

· God said it will happen … here he promises eternal rewards for when it does

4. Application
4.1 Use the Beatitudes as an evaluation tool
· ask God to help you to rate yourselves on each of the qualities

· choose one or two where you need to see the most change

· ask God to work in your life to produce that quality

· be open for when He brings “training” or “learning” situations into your life 

4.2 We looked at Jesus as teacher … being His disciple means learning from Him
· remember that spiritual Truth is available to us in the words of Jesus

· pursue God’s Truth

· depend on God to help you apply that Truth in your life
4.3 Christians should expect opposition and persecution
· rejoice when you experience persecution

· be assured that despite Satan’s intent against us, God uses our sufferings ultimately for good for the Kingdom of God

· pray for believers around the world where their lives are in danger due to opposition to the Gospel
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