9/30/07
Reading the Handwriting on the Wall

1. Motivate

How has our culture, our society become more casual about the things of God?  
· decrease in church attendance

· more and more sports activities scheduled for Sunday (even college sports and kids league tournaments)

· people who espouse spiritual attitudes are ridiculed

· public policy against display of 10 Commandments

· the emphasis on the alleged constitutional separation of church and state

· Christmas is more Santa and commercialism, less Baby Jesus

· higher education’s liberal, anti-God bias

2. Transition

Today we look at a king who became very casual about sacred things 
( We will be warned about such tendencies in our own lives.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Secularizing the Sacred
Listen for foolish actions committed by the king.
Daniel 5:1-4 (NIV)  King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine with them. [2] While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from them. [3] So they brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from them. [4] As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. 

List foolish things the king did.
· drank too much

· doesn’t say so here, but this lavish party was given with the enemy about to besiege the city

· desecrated the gold and silver temple goblets taken from Jerusalem

· used vessels dedicated to Jehovah to praise pagan deities 

· he led the large crowd in the debauchery

How did/does being under the influence of alcohol cause people to disregard the sacred?

· alcohol is a depressant

· your normal inhibitions are repressed

· if you already disregard sacred things probably already existed

· under the influence, people set aside the good sense they might have to otherwise keep their mouth shut

· even if you had a certain amount of respect for sacred things, you might lose it when controlled by something like alcohol

These were only fancy metal cups, already desecrated by years sitting in a foreign warehouse … why do you think God would be offended now?
· these were specifically dedicated to worship Jehovah, the “I AM”, The God Who Is

· they were now being used not for their intended purpose (worship of God)
· they were now being used for entertainment

· they were being used to honor non existent deities 

· we would say it was an “in your face” act of rebellion against Jehovah

What sacred things have you seen treated with disrespect by media, politics, the workplace, etc.?
	Media
	Politics
	Workplace

	· put down evangelicals

· run exposés on religious people, ignore others

· ignore movements like Promise Keepers

· entertainment, news portray homosexuality as OK
	· push “separation of church and state”

· get rid of Ten Commandments in public places

· tax laws are unfriendly to married couples
	· force people to work on Sundays

· disallow witnessing on the job

· Christmas parties are just drinking times


What kinds of things has God given us as believers with which to honor Him and we might be tempted to use them inappropriately?

· our bodies

· substance abuse (which can include overeating)

· overwork (being a workaholic – even in Christian ministries)
· under-exercise

· our time

· how we use free time

· over emphasis on entertainment

· lack of involvement in the work of the Kingdom of God
· casual treatment of Sunday activities (boating, sports, etc.)

· our resources

· lavished on our own selves

· overspending, going too deeply into debt

· our skills

· used for personal gain only

· again, not used for the Kingdom of God

What kinds of things can we do to ensure we maintain correct attitudes and actions towards sacred things?

· be constantly reminded about who God is

· practice the fear/awe/reverence of God

· be sensitive to God’s Spirit speaking to us, guiding us

· be involved in activities of the Kingdom of God, then you don’t have time to waste it on secular activities

3.2 The Handwriting on the Wall
Listen for how the king responds to a spooky event.
Daniel 5:5-6 (NIV)  Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lamp stand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote. [6] His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees knocked together and his legs gave way. 

When the hand appeared floating in the air and writing on the wall, how did the king respond?
· face turned pale

· he was very frightened

· knees knocked together

· legs gave way

How do you think you would react if you saw what Belshazzar saw?

· shouldn’t have had those last few glasses of wine
· scared 

· afraid

What do people mean today when they say, “I saw the handwriting on the wall”?

· they can tell how things are going to end before it happens

· the whole event becomes apparent

· they see the reality of what will happen without anyone having to explicitly say so
Why do you think God communicated in this way to the king?

· got his attention

· made an impression on him and everyone else

· drastic events require drastic measures
· if God sent Daniel or someone else in with a message, it would have been ignored

How might God confront us today about a casual attitude you had toward sacred things?
· hear a sermon or a Sunday School class about it

· read a verse that seems to jump out at you

· some event occur in your life that highlights the inappropriate attitude

· a comment or observation by someone which all of a sudden makes you realize the wrong way you’ve been acting or thinking

Why do you think fear might be an appropriate response by us in such a situation?

· God is telling us something He thinks is important

· He is letting us know that things are not right

· you might find yourself on opposite sides of an issue with God … you don’t want to do the “in your face” thing with God

( God seeks our repentance … our turning away from the sinful attitude 

( Certainly it would be frightful to have no recourse but to accept Gods judgment on our behavior

3.3 Weighed and Found Wanting
Listen for God’s message to Belshazzar.
Daniel 5:22-28 (NIV) "But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this. [23] Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine from them. You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. [24] Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription. [25] "This is the inscription that was written: mene, mene, tekel, parsin [26] "This is what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. [27] Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. [28] Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians."  … [30] That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, [31] and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two. 

In what ways does Belshazzar find out that he has not measured up against God’s standards?  In what ways was he found deficient?
· did not praise the true God, the God who holds your life in His hand

· ignored the God who controls all your ways

· instead praised gods of metal, wood, or stone … idols which cannot see or hear

What main points does God make with the message written on the wall?

· God has numbered your days as king

· your actions have been weighed/judged and you did not measure up to God’s standard

· your kingdom is to be divided and given to the Medes and the Persians
Note: God does not weigh our good deeds against our bad deeds … 

( He measures us against His standard of perfection – and we fail!

How were Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar similar/different in their interactions with God?

	Similar
	Different

	· saw themselves as great and powerful

· demanded that others see them the same way

· ignore who Jehovah is
	· Nebuchadnezzar repented – God restored him after repentance
· Belshazzar was beyond repenting and suffered permanent judgment 


How do you think God wants us to respond when He confronts us with our sins?

· to agree with Him that it is sin – this is confession
· to turn away from this sin – this is repentance
· to seek/receive His forgiveness

· to allow His Holy Spirit to direct our actions, to empower us to live a life that honors and pleases Him
4. Application
4.1 Think about personal attitudes and actions that do not bring honor to God
· ask God to help you to be sensitive to these issues

· consider what things you need to change in your life so you will better glorify and honor Him

4.2 Realize that God uses various ways to confront sinners with the guilt of their sins

· be sensitive to scripture’s teachings as you listen as you read it

· be ready to obey the urging, the convicting/convincing of God’s Holy Spirit

· if you neglect, reject, or ignore the sacred things of God you may be confronted in a fearful manner

4.3 Consider how you will respond to those who ridicule, mock, or ignore the sacred.

· think about areas where believers need to oppose the degradation of things pertaining to God

· ask for God’s guidance and wisdom to confront irreverence toward Him in our society

· seek to do so graciously, yet firmly








5

