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Reasons to Tell the Good News



1. Motivate

Where are some places you have been lost when traveling?

· in downtown Dallas

· out in the boondocks on country roads (a shortcut)

· when shunted off the right road due to a detour

· in the woods

What about the spiritual concept of being “lost?”  Which of the following phrases would depict what people think about being “lost?”  Answer yes or no
· having a questionable lifestyle
_____

· not belonging to any church

_____

· being a social misfit


_____         (Count how many say “yes”)

· living in a third-world country
_____

· having no interest in spirituality
_____

2. Transition

Note that the Bible teaches that to be lost does not mean

· acting immorally

· wickedly

The Bible says to be “lost” is to be separated from God by sin

· the above are only symptoms of the condition of lostness

· the Good News is that Jesus provides a remedy for our lostness

( today will look at “lost-ness” and the reasons why we share the Good News of the Gospel

3. Bible Study

3.1 People Are Lost

Listen where Paul witnessed and to whom.

Acts 17:16-17 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols.  [17] So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there.  

	Where did Paul witness?
	To whom did Paul witness?

	· in the synagogue

· in the marketplace
	· the Jews

· the God-fearing Greeks

· anyone who happened to be there to listen


What was it that distressed Paul … Why?

· city was “full of idols”

· “wholly given to idolatry”

· we might say “smothered” with them or “swamped” by them

· a veritable “forest” of idols

· upwards of 30,000 images

Why then did Paul go first to the Jewish synagogues?

· point of contact most natural for the message

· people there new the concept of the Messiah

· he knew he would be invited to share

Then he went to the marketplace

· lots of people there

· everyone goes shopping

· custom was to meet, greet, discuss, present, and listen for new ideas

Note ( Paul was not bashful about contacting people with the Good News … Why?

· he was convinced of their lostness

· “greatly disturbed” is a phrase with strong meaning in the Greek

· he knew the seriousness of the problem

· knew the remedy

What are some reasons Christians might give for being unwilling to initiate contacts with lost people to tell them about Jesus?

· don’t know how

· bashful

· scared

· may feel people aren’t all that lost – God will be lenient

· may feel people aren’t all that bad – only really evil and nasty people are lost

( Paul would have rejected all those reasons

3.2 People Need to Hear the Good News

Listen for evidence that some of Paul’s hearers desired to know more about what he was preaching.

Acts 17:18-21 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching the Good News about Jesus and the resurrection.  [19] Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, "May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting?  [20] You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we want to know what they mean."  [21] (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.)  

What evidence does the passage that people wanted to hear what Paul had to say?

· the were willing to debate with him

· they took him to a meeting of the Areopagus

· they asked to know more about this new teaching

· what you are saying is strange to us, we want to know what it means

What indicates that they might not have been all that sincere about really knowing 

· the passage states they liked to present and hear new ideas

· they just liked to hear about new things

· they ridiculed him, called him a “babbler” or “seed picker”

What groups today might be likened to these “learned” men of Athens?

· people on political talk shows

· liberal thinkers who like to put down Christians

· atheist or agnostic college professors who wish to derail the beliefs of Christian young people

Can debating religious ideas ever be an effective way to witness about Jesus?

	Yes
	No

	· the Gospel has a logical basis

· it can be successfully debated

· even if not everyone is convinced, the basic salvation message gets presented

· people who listen will hear the Gospel
	· people who do this debating pretty much have their minds made up

· God's Holy Spirit has to do the convincing/convicting – not our fancy arguments

· the adversarial context may cause people to miss the peace and joy that comes with finding Jesus 


Why did Paul (and why should we) not shy away from opportunities to present the claims of the Gospel message, even though he (and we) know hearers are listening with the motive of giving us a hard time?

· the Truth of the Gospel is more powerful than their motives or attitudes

· God uses the Truth to convince/convict them of their need and God's remedy

· God has commissioned us to communicate the Good News

· they need to hear it – they are lost
3.3 People Need to Be Introduced to the One True God

Listen for pointers in witnessing that we see in Paul’s speech.

Acts 17:22-28 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious.  [23] For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.  [24] "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.  [25] And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.  [26] From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.  [27] God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.  [28] 'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.'  

What are some things Paul said that demonstrate techniques and important concepts his bold witness?

· complemented them … “ I see you are very religious”

· he identified with the listener

· found a unique altar “TO AN UNKNOWN GOD"

· Focused on spiritual things

· used that specific item within their culture of idolatry to make the connection to the One, True God

· went on to make the contrast of God with human created idols – this God is The Creator
· Distinguish between true and false ideas about God

· This God is not dependent on human ministrations (offerings, sacrifices)

· This God is interested in having a relationship with men

· Paul quotes some of their Greek poets – some of your great thinkers were on track when they said … used familiar quotes to make a point

· 'For in him we live and move and have our being.'

· 'We are his offspring.'

· We will see in the next passage that he goes on to point them to Jesus

· There we also see him guide them towards repentance and faith

Why would Paul tell us that Americans are very religious, but still lost?

· lots of people do religious things

· there are lots of churches

· we also “worship” lots of things (sports, hobbies, entertainment stars, material things)

· we worship the wrong things – people are lost because they do not know Jesus Christ as savior

Most people are glad the Christian relief workers were freed in Afghanistan, but …

· many people might also say they had no right to be there imposing their beliefs on peoples of another culture. 

What right to Christians have to claim they know the truth about God?  

· Jesus is the Life, the Truth, the Way – there is no other

· people are condemned to an eternity of hell and separation from God without Jesus

· God has commanded that we Go and preach and make disciples of all peoples

3.4 People Need to Repent

Listen for how Paul points them to Jesus.

Acts 17:29-31 "Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone--an image made by man's design and skill.  [30] In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent.  [31] For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead."  

What three facts about repentance are in verse 30?

· God commands people to repent
· This command is for all men everywhere
· The command is effective now
Here we see the urgency of the missionary task

· life is short and uncertain

· people need to respond to the Good News when they can

· Christians need to take that Good News to all people while there is yet time

Further verses note that Paul had differing responses – rejection, put off till later, acceptance … It is important to note that

· Believers are accountable for telling the Good News

· Listeners are accountable for how they respond 

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Ask God to give you the same kind of motivation Paul had – not content to sit around and wring our hands about the terrible condition of the world

( Become involved in the world wide communication of God's message of Salvation

· giving

· praying

· sending

· even going
4.2 Study Paul’s technique – ask God for situations where you can use those same techniques 

· identify with the listener,  

· bring the conversation to spiritual things, 

· point people to Jesus, 

· guide them to repentance and faith

Prayer:  Lord, give me, give us a burden for the lost and help me, help us, to do our part in telling the Good News.
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