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Salvation for All

1. Motivate

What tidbit of wisdom have you learned from a grandparent or elderly relative?
· buy low, sell high

· if you are a new teacher, don’t smile until Christmas

· a little kindness goes a long way
· how to tell if a melon is ripe at a produce stand

· when you receive cash at a bank, stand right there and re-count it … if it’s wrong, you cannot come back the next day and get it right

· how to break in a new baseball mitt

· how to bake a perfect cake

· where the best fishing hole is on the lake

2. Transition

Today we look at two elderly Bible characters and their insight into the newborn Messiah.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Recognize God’s Salvation
Listen for what you can learn about a man named Simeon.
Luke 2:25-32 (NIV)  Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. [27] Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, [28] Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:  [29] "Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.  [30] For my eyes have seen your salvation,  [31] which you have prepared in the sight of all people,  [32] a light for revelation to the Gentile  and for glory to your people Israel."

What facts do you see here about Simeon?
· lived in Jerusalem

· was righteous and devout

· waiting for the “consolation of Israel” – the Messiah

· Holy Spirit was upon him

· told by the Holy Spirit he would not die before he had seen the God’s Messiah

· guided by the Holy Spirit to visit the temple courts

How do you think the Spirit told him these things?

· maybe reading an Old Testament prophecy

· a dream

· a very strong and definite mental impression

· even an audible voice

· an angel messenger

What characteristics of his life do you think contributed to his being described as “righteous and devout?”

· made right choices, did the right thing

· put God first in his life

· appeared to faithfully obey all the commandments

· on spiritual issues, he had wise counsel

· probably knew well what the Old Testament scriptures taught
How does Simeon talk about Jesus?

· praised God for the baby Jesus

· declared this was the fulfillment of God’s promise to him … this was the Messiah

· the baby would be/is God’s salvation

· God had prepared this event, this salvation

· the baby would be/is light for revelation to the Gentiles

· He would be a light shining in a dark place

· He would bring glory to the people of Israel

How do you think Simeon’s understanding of who the new born Messiah was affected the way he lived?

· lived with anticipation
· did lots of scripture study, thinking about what it said

· looking for clues in scripture as to what God was up to, what the timing might be

· actions based on what would please God

· wanted to be ready to follow the Messiah’s leadership

· always ready to talk about the coming Messiah to anyone who would listen

How should your (fuller) understanding of who Jesus is affect the way you live?

· receive Him as both savior and Lord

· ready to talk about Him to others

· live in such a way to please the Lord, bring glory to the Savior

· want to read about, think about who Jesus is, what He did, what He is doing now

· live in anticipation of His return 

· looking for a fuller understanding of His return in prophecy

Simeon received the newborn Messiah with joy … in what different ways is the baby (and grown up) Jesus received today?

· with joy and excitement

· some people aren’t sure

· some people reject Him outright

· some people ignore Him

· some people don’t know about Him yet   

(   Thus the challenge to take the message of the Savior to them

· people in our neighborhoods

· people around the world
3.2 Grasp the Impact of God’s Salvation
Listen for a prophecy made by Simeon about the baby Jesus.
Luke 2:33-35 (NIV)  The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. [34] Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, [35] so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

What are some thoughts and feelings that you imagine Mary and Joseph had as this was happening?
· who is this guy???

· these are some “heavy” things he’s laying on us

· well, the angel said the baby was special … this is the start of it all

· just what are we in for?

· I wonder what the full implications of this will be?

What were Simeon’s actual prophecies made to Mary?

· the child is destined to cause falling and rising of many in Israel

· He will be a sign that will be spoken against

· He will cause the revelation of thoughts and attitudes of many people

· what He does will be a “sword” that pierces your own soul, also

What are some of the encouraging and sobering thoughts these prophecies would bring a brand new parent?

	Encouraging thoughts
	Sobering thoughts

	· this baby is going to be really important

· he’s going to have a significant effect on lives of many people
	· he will be controversial

· he will make enemies

· things will happen that will cause grief to us as parents


Simeon stated that people’s hearts would be revealed.   What do you think that means?

· people must make a decision about whether or not to accept Jesus

· knowledge about Jesus requires a decision … accept or reject

· you cannot remain neutral or non committal

Why would this make Jesus controversial or cause opposition?

· people don’t want to be confronted with their sinfulness

· they don’t want to be forced to make a decision  (not to decide, is really a decision)

· people today say Christianity is too exclusionary … too narrow … why can’t there be many ways to God

Consider who you know who has not accepted Jesus as Savior and Lord

· their heart is “revealed”

· however, they still have the opportunity to repent of their unbelief

· either they need to know more or to be convicted/convinced by God’s Spirit

3.3 Show Gratitude for God’s Salvation
Consider the involvement of people in investing themselves in the Kingdom of God in the later years of their lives. Why do they become …

	… more productive than ever?
	… dwindling in their involvement?

	· more time

· less other distractions

· continued spiritual growth and maturity 
	· burn out

· lack of dedication

· general bitterness about life


Listen to facts that you learn about the next person to come up to the young family in the temple – a senior citizen.
Luke 2:36-38 (NIV)  There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, [37] and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. [38] Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
What biographical facts do you learn here about Anna? 

· a prophetess, daughter of Phanuel, tribe of Asher

· she was very old

· married 7 years, widow of 84 years

How was she actively involved in serving the Lord

· never left the temple, 
· worshiped night and day

· fasted and prayed often/always

· prayed encouragement on the young family

How did she react when she saw Mary and Joseph with the baby Jesus?

· gave thanks to God

· spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem

How could a senior adult be more effective than a younger believer in these areas?

· more experience

· more opportunities to see God at work over the years

· better long term perspective to the problems of life

· more understanding of God’s Word

· more able to give thanks in any situation

Anna was enthusiastic about the newly born Messiah.  How can you demonstrate enthusiasm about Jesus the Messiah … the Savior …  the Lord?

· involvement in ministries of the Kingdom of God

· FAITH teams

· faithful prayer for the outreach ministries of your church … locally, around the world

· giving of your resources so that others may know the Good News of Jesus

4. Application

4.1 Don’t let people or the events of life drain your excitement about Jesus!

· keep praising Him, even when tough times come

· let your enthusiasm be contagious

· avoid gripe sessions (alone or with others) … 

· turn them into praise sessions 

4.2 Simeon talked about people’s hearts being revealed … this is true for believers also in the way in which we respond to God’s direction in or lives

· submit to His direction

· allow Him to be the Lord of your life …

· if He is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all

4.3 Faith in the wonderful Gift of Jesus, the Savior is something that should affect our every day lives

· we demonstrate our faith by our actions

· it is expressed in how we live

· it is seen in how we respond to both trials and opportunities

· trust God to use you in all situations in the coming year

 Let’s pray for them … right now
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