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1. Motivate

What kinds of things did you save up for as a kid?

· swim fins

· bicycle

· ball glove

· trip

· camp

· camera

· pellet gun

· radio

· records

2. Transition

What kinds of things happen when we spend everything we make?

· buy stuff we really don’t need

· end up with “more month than money”

· you are in trouble when unexpected expenses or emergencies occur

· out of control spending ends up dictating your decisions

· in certain situations, you have no options – the money is gone, you cannot take advantage of an opportunity

Today ( we seek to see how savings fits into the Christian’s stewardship responsibilities

3. Bible Study

3.1 Consider Matthew 6:19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  

According to this verse, someone might claim that saving money demonstrates a lack of faith that God will provide for your needs.

	Agree – don’t save, trust God!
	Disagree – save anyway

	· you can lose big time (like in stock market)

· better to give all your surplus to God

· if you trust in your savings, God will bring along situations that will require you to use them up
	· the verse refers more to hoarding

· it is a matter of attitude – the following verses talk about “where your treasure” is, what it is that you “worship”

· God blesses some people with abundance so that they will “abound to the good works of helping others


Look up 2 Cor. 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  

How does this speak to our agree/disagree concepts

Larry Burkett suggests that saving money fulfills God's will when we do it with pure motive

1. Accumulating a surplus of money is a testimony that the God of the Bible will faithfully meat your needs

2. Extra money should be accumulated for emergency or unexpected expenses

3. God desires for you to accumulate a surplus to share with others

3.2 Note that Larry stressed Pure Motives
Consider the following case studies – Which do you think demonstrate saving with a pure motive?  Why?

· Osgood’s family made sure he had a car when he went off to college  Unfortunately it ended up being a lemon and often left him stranded  As soon as he got a job, he began saving as much of his pay as he could to buy a newer, more dependable vehicle.
· Clyde and Matilda put up with a cramped apartment at the beginning of their careers, never inviting anyone over.  They saved every cent they could for three years so they would have the minimal down payment for a really fancy house in the best part of town.  Then they could be proud to host guests.
· In September Mort watched a film from the missions board about opportunities for summer missions volunteers.  All they had to do was pay their way to the foreign country and the mission would give them room and board while they did construction work for a new Bible college for nationals.  Mort began really pinching pennies, scraping $20 a week and putting it in the bank to be able to go.
What kind of pure motives do you see here?

· saving for a real need

· saving to be able to help others

What kind of impure motives?

· more concerned about how others perceive us

· wanting to hoard only to be able to impress others

3.3 Saving or Hoarding?

Listen for how the believer is to act with abundance?

1 Tim. 6:17-19 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  [18] Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  [19] In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  

What instructions does Paul give Timothy concerning how to act when  you have abundance?  Categorize them into negative and positive instructions.

	Negative Instructions
	Positive Instructions

	· don’t be arrogant, conceited

· don’t fix your hope on uncertainties of wealth


	· put your hope in God, trust him to provide you with all things

· do good (with your wealth/abundance)

· be rich in good deeds
· be generous, willing to share




What are the results of abiding by these instructions?

· you will end up with your treasure being a foundation for your life in eternity

· you will experience truly abundant life

What, then, would be the results of basing your attitudes and actions on the opposite of these instructions?

· ultimate dissatisfaction – never satisfied, always wanting more

· your “earthly treasure” (which decays, rots, rusts, and can be stolen) is a crumbling foundation for eternity  

· Matthew 6:19-20 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  [20] But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  

What would be some symptoms or evidences that we might be finding our security in things – storing up those “treasures” on earth?

· always need the newest, snazziest model of car (TV, tool, clothes, etc.)

· never feel like we have enough “toys”

· awake, worrying at night about our stuff
· upset when someone else has more or better or newer stuff
3.4 View the video – Listen for what book the man read that caused him to weep.

3.5 In the video, Larry said, “One day when we stand in heaven, we will see what stewardship is all about.”  If we fully understood and accepted this statement, what changes might it make in the use of our resources?

· think more carefully about stuff we spend our money on

· give more generously to people who are in need

· invest our resources in programs which are affecting eternity (rather than in schemes that only amass more resources)

· use the surplus to further God's kingdom

3.6 Contrast hoarding, saving, and squandering according to the discussion on the video.  How do they fit in with trusting self, trusting God, and presumption upon God?

	Hoarding 
	Saving
	Squandering  

	· Trusting in Self

· you refuse to spend your savings even when a need arises

· you always want (need) to be “more safe”

· you feel your security is found an amassed abundance

· the attitude of a grasping hand, rather than hold your abundance with an “open palm” attitude


	· Trusting God

· this the middle ground between trusting self and presumption

· setting aside resources for known future bills

· saving towards retirement

· setting aside money for retirement

· setting aside funds for unexpected expenses

· you trust God for something in His will for which you lack resources
	· Presumption upon God

· spending all you have

· taking no thought for the future

· attitude that “God will provide for me”

· I’m trusting God to make the payments on my new sports car – don’t know where the money will come from – God's got it somewhere!


4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Pray that God will give you the heart of contentment – content with the blessings of life that money cannot buy.   Pray that God will give you the same attitude as Paul when he said in Philip. 4:11-13 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  [12] I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  [13] I can do everything through him who gives me strength.  

4.2 Ask God to show you where you are finding security in things.  Ask Him to show you how instead you can be a part of what Is 52:10 says when it proclaims that all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God.
4.3 On a sheet of paper, write down some long term financial responsibilities and opportunities that God would place on your heart.  

· Put that paper with your household financial documents.

· Ask God to keep you from being short sighted

· Pray that God will supply your needs as you walk in the center of His will

4.4 Become accountable – find someone with whom you can share a commitment
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