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Sharing Christ in All Places

1. Motivate

What kinds of gifts are intended to be used or enjoyed by an individual?

· a piece of clothing

· a piece of jewelry (ring, necklace, earrings)

· a tool or a kitchen utensil

What kinds of gifts can you think of that are better when shared, rather than using it by yourself?
· tickets to a ball game or a play

· a cruise

· a pizza or a cake

· a special meal

2. Transition

When we consider the gift of salvation, it is one that is better shared. 
( Today we look at the planting of churches as sharing the gift of salvation
3. Bible Study

3.1 Go
Listen for ministry activities in the church at Antioch.
Acts 13:1-3 (NIV)   In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. [2] While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." [3] So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 

What activities of ministry are mentioned in this passage?
· prophecies (forth-telling and fore-telling God’s messages)

· teaching

· worshiping

· fasting

· commissioning of outreach ministries

· sending people off to take the gospel elsewhere

What indication do you see that the church leadership in Antioch was a diverse group?

· Simon called “Niger”,  may well have been black, of African origin
· Lucius was from Cyrene (a Greek city in what is today Libya)
· Manaen had connections with local politics (grew up with Herod the tetrarch)

· Saul/Paul from Tarsus, highly educated (Pharisee)

How would that diversity influence the direction of ministries?

· each person of different background had concern for his/her own culture

· there was understanding of how best to communicate in that culture

What kinds of diversity would we see within our churches in today’s society?

· differing levels of education

· different social backgrounds

· different financial levels

· more and more in big cities we see people of foreign cultures

· in certain areas of the country ethnic groups are actually the majority

· different kinds of jobs
Why is it important to appreciate the diversity – and not try to only associate with those just like us (as a church or within a church)?

· each group has insight and understanding that we need

· we can use each person’s connections with their subculture to reach into that group

· it helps us lose our ethnocentric mentality

· this helps us better appreciate the needs of peoples of other cultures around the world 

What diverse activities do you associate with the concept of “missions?”

· preaching

· teaching

· church planting
· mission hospitals, clinics

· crusades

· passing out Christian literature

· Christian radio, TV

· refugee, tragedy relief

· mission trips

· children’s ministries

· Samaritan’s Purse shoe boxes

· Christmas and Easter missions offerings

Sometimes we think of “missions” as a one time a year financial emphasis or an isolated event such as a yearly trip.
( Missions must be done in the context of the church’s overall ministry.

According to this passage, we could consider Saul (Paul) and Barnabus as the first missionaries.  What are the essentials of the message of Good News that they (and we) would take to a culture who had never heard?

· the Creator God loves the people He has created

· however, because of each person’s sinful condition, we are condemned and in peril of the wrath of the sinless and holy God

· He loved us so much that He came to earth as a human, lived a perfect life, and then took upon Himself the punishment that we deserved

· we must …

· confess (agree with God concerning) our sinfulness, 
· turn away from our sinful practices, 
· turn to God and 

· receive by faith the reality of what He has done for us

3.2 Evangelize
Listen for opposition to the message of Good News Paul and Barnabus communicated.
Acts 14:1-7 (NIV) At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed. [2] But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. [3] So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders. [4] The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles. [5] There was a plot afoot among the Gentiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to mistreat them and stone them. [6] But they found out about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding country, [7] where they continued to preach the good news. 

We’ve listed the essentials of the gospel message … what was the strategy of these two missionaries, Saul and Barnabus?
· go first to the local synagogue

· tell them about Jesus, the Messiah

· describe what Jesus had actually done – died innocently, raised from the dead to give us forgiveness and a new life

· when some of the Jews rejected the message, they talked with the Gentiles

· God enabled them to do miracles to give credibility to the Truth they shared

What problems did the missionaries encounter?

· unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles

· they “poisoned their minds” against the preaching of the gospel

· a plot was formed against them to do physical harm, to stone them

What opposition to the gospel have we seen in our world within the last several decades?

· communism – religion was outlawed in Russia, China, etc.

· pagan religions (spirit worship, ancestor worship, etc.)

· Islam

· humanism (man is the only one in control of his own fate)

· cults

What was the response of Paul and Silas to the opposition?

· keep going, keep preaching

· boldness

· allow God to work miracles to prove the reality of their message

We might not be in the same kinds of physical danger faced by Paul and Barnabus or by Christians in many foreign cultures … it may be your reputation, a friendship, or a relationship.

Despite those kinds of simpler rejection to the gospel we need to do the same as they did.

( with compassion keep communicating

( keep an awareness that these are people who need to hear it the most

( allow God to work a miracle in their lives … meeting needs, healing their lives
3.3 Strengthen
Listen for follow up activities to church planting.
Acts 14:21-23 (NIV)  They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, [22] strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said. [23] Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 

What were the follow up strategies and ministries done by Paul and Barnabus?
· visit the churches in person

· strengthen the new believers, the disciples

· encourage them to remain true to the faith

· warn them to remain true to their faith in Christ

· appointed leadership in the church

· prayed with them, for them

Why is it important to inform new believers that they may still experience difficulties, even though they have trusted Christ?

· that’s the reality of life

· then they are not blindsided by a tough situation

· they also need to learn that God is sufficient for such situations

· even more, we find that God uses those bad times to accomplish positive things for the kingdom of God

Why do you think it is important to continue to disciple new believers, once we have led them to Christ?

· new spiritual life is similar to new physical life

· we don’t just leave a baby Christian to his/her own devices

· they need guidance, teaching, encouragement

· proper actions need reinforcement, wrong actions need to be confronted

· assurance of God’s working and the missionaries’ continued concern

What kinds of ministries should happen in our churches for shepherding new believers (or even older believers)?
· new believers classes

· classes for children who have declared their faith in Christ

· witnessing training (such as FAITH)

· classes which lead to baptism

· Sunday school / Small Group Bible Study Fellowship

· premarital counseling

· counseling for families in crisis

Missionary activity also includes Bible college and seminary training for believers to become 
· pastors

· teachers


This is both here at home and in foreign cultures
· Christian workers

4. Application
4.1 Consider what missionary support opportunities you have been given

· giving to a specific missionary for their financial support

· praying regularly for individual missionary families

· going on a short term missions trip to for outreach or for a project

· encouraging young people who show an interest in full time missionary work

( Like the shoe commercial says … “DO IT!”

4.2  Missions begins at home

· be involved in evangelistic outreach in your church

· join witnessing teams from your church

· reach out to neighbors who need to know Jesus by inviting them to your home for fellowship, then eventually for a Bible study

4.3 Find out the names and needs of specific missionary families your church supports

· write them a letter of encouragement, letting them know of your prayers

· find out their email address and correspond with them

· go online to find about the country and city where they minister to find out about specific needs they have

· learn about other missionaries that serve your denomination
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