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The Bible: Its Testimony



1. Motivate

Consider the word “testimony” … what are some synonyms or meanings of the word?

· offering proof

· giving evidence

· acting as a witness

· demonstration

· someone who tells what they saw

· relating your experience to others

In what setting do you usually think of people testifying?

· courtroom

· in a church meeting

· door to door witnessing

2. Transition

Today 
( we want to focus on the courtroom analogy … 

( we look at how the Bible gives evidence of who Jesus is

3. Bible Study

3.1 Testimony of the Scriptures

Listen for statements that indicate that the Old Testament is still relevant today.

John 5:37-40 And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form,  [38] nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent.  [39] You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me,  [40] yet you refuse to come to me to have life.  … [45] "But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set.  [46] If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.  [47] But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?"  

What two testimonies about Jesus have been given to the audience?

· testimony of God the Father

· testimony of the Scriptures

How have they responded to the two testimonies about Jesus?

	God the Father
	Scriptures

	· they have not heard His voice

· they have not seen His form

· His word does not dwell in them

· they don’t believe Jesus, the one God sent
	· they diligently search the Scriptures

· they think this gives them eternal life

· they refuse to believe that the Scriptures speak of Jesus, who is the source of the life they seek


Now … why can we know that the Old Testament is still relevant today?

· it pointed the Jewish people to Christ

· it can point us to Christ today

· it contains principles of how God works in the lives of men and women

· it demonstrates God's sovereign hand upon the flow of history

The Jews to whom Jesus spoke studied the Scriptures, how did they miss the Truth, the testimonies presented about Jesus?

· they had presupposed beliefs

· they had already decided what they believed and only looked for Scriptural evidence that supported those beliefs

· anything else was ignored, downplayed

How about people today … why do people today still refuse to accept Jesus as Messiah, as Savior?

· lack of knowledge

· presume that what they already know is “truth” 

· they have a “Don’t confuse me with the facts” attitude

· by accepting that Jesus is who He claims to be makes certain demands on their lives, their lifestyles

· humanistic belief that man is the shaper of his own destiny, think there is no need for God

· depending on God, Jesus is just a “crutch” – “religion is the opiate of the peoples” attitude

3.2 Focus of the Scriptures

Listen for what was the basic truth of the Scriptures that Paul taught in the synagogue.

Acts 17:2-3 As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures,  [3] explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he said.  

What was the basic truth of the Scriptures Paul taught in the synagogue?

· Christ had to suffer death

· Christ then would rise from the dead

· the man, Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah for whom the Jews had sought

· the events in Jerusalem a few years previous was the culmination of what God had been telling them in the Scriptures

What scriptures might Paul have used in his teaching/preaching?

Consider … Isaiah 53:9-11 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  [10] Yet it was the LORD'S will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.  [11] After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.  

Why were the Jews reluctant to accept a Messiah who had to suffer and die?

· their understanding of the Messiah was that He would be a religious/political type leader

· He would lead and empower them to overthrow (at that time) Roman domination of Israel

· A “suffering” Messiah was not part of their mindset

What scriptures would you use to reason with a nonbeliever about Christ?

· use the FAITH outline

· use the Roman Road

· use a version of the 4 Spiritual Laws

3.3 Examination of the Scriptures

Listen for the character trait that made the Bereans more receptive to Paul’s message.

Acts 17:11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.  

In what two ways did the Bereans respond to Paul’s message?

· they received the message with great eagerness

· they examined the Scriptures daily to check Paul’s veracity

What did mean for them to “examine the Scriptures?”  What does it mean for us?

· carefully read passages given

· look for …

· What it says

· What it means

· How it should change the way I live

· look to see if what it says agrees with what a preacher/teacher is telling you

Why is it important to study Scriptures ourselves … isn’t it easier and/or safer to trust what the smart people tell us?

· who can know the motives or ultimate position of the “smart people”?

· you need to know Truth for your own

· you are the one responsible before God for what you believe

· you, yourself must be convinced of Truth

( Recognizing Truth is like learning to recognize real versus counterfeit money

· look at the real thing repeatedly, continuously 

· the counterfeit will look different

( Be so familiar with what the scriptures say that when someone tries to twist the meaning or misapply God's Word, it will be obvious

3.4 Goal of the Scriptures

What are some synonyms for the word “goal?”

· objective

· aim

· ambition

· purpose

· target

· objective

· aspiration

What do you think is the goal of the Scriptures?

· point people to Christ

· lead people to a lifestyle that glorifies God

· provide encouragement, conviction, peace

· 2 Tim. 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  

Listen for the results of the preaching of Paul’s message.  How can you tell if the goal of the Scriptures was achieved?

Acts 17:4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women.  … [12] Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.  

What were the results of Paul’s preaching of the Scriptures?

· Jews were persuaded, believed

· prominent Greeks (both men and women) believed

How can you tell which group had the harder time accepting what Paul had to say?  

· “some”,  “many” of the Jews were persuaded

· large number of God-fearing Greeks believed

· “not a few” prominent Greek women 

· many Greek men

Consider how Truth of Scripture gets through even to people who would usually have a hard time accepting it?

· God's Holy Spirit is at work in their hearts

· John 16:8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:  

· The Spirit uses the Truth revealed in Scripture to convict or convince
· Scripture must be presented, preached, taught – that is our responsibility

· The convincing is God's responsibility

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Some folks might think the Old Testament is not relevant to the New Testament believer.

· Know that all areas of scripture point to Jesus and to God's plan of salvation

· All of the Bible has principles of how God works 

· Knowing that God worked in the flow of History in the Old Testament assures us that He is still in control in the world today

4.2 Paul focused on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ in his preaching

· When we share Jesus with others, this must also be our focus

· Use every means of communication to present the Good News

· Play an active role in that communication

· Witness teams and personal witness

· Praying for the gospel outreach at home and in foreign countries

· Supporting missionary outreach with your finances

4.3 The Bereans studied Scripture to find out for themselves what was Truth

· Be challenged to spend time in God's word on a daily basis

· Read what it says, think about what it means, ask God to help you apply it to your life

4.4 Know that all people need to hear the Gospel, but responses may vary when the Good News is preached

· Those who hear and believe should join the church

· Those who reject initially must be loved and ministered to, not rejected by believers

· Pray daily for those who still resist – God is at work in their hearts
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