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The Home: Center of Biblical Guidance



1. Motivate

What are things that are strong or significant influences on children and young people in our society?

· parents

· peers

· TV and movies

· teachers

· church

· popular music

· sports figures

· grandparents

· brothers, sisters

Ask for opinions on ranking these … which has the most/least influence?

2. Transition

Most of us have ongoing opportunities to encourage other family members spiritual growth

( Today we will look at the role God intended for the family to communicate spiritual truths to children

3. Bible Study

3.1 Command to Teach

Listen for specific instructions the people were given.

Deut. 4:9-10 Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them.  [10] Remember the day you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, when he said to me, "Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that they may learn to revere me as long as they live in the land and may teach them to their children."  

What specific instructions did Moses give the people?

· do not forget what you have seen

· Do not let these things “slip from your heart”

· teach these events to your children and grandchildren

· Remember the day you heard God speak at Horeb (Sinai)

· Remember what God told you at Horeb (Sinai) 

· teach God's words to your children

What was the purpose or reason for teaching these things to children

· so succeeding generations will revere God 

· so they will, in turn, train their children

What kinds of things in our spiritual background can we share with our children and grandchildren?

· time, place of salvation

· favorite verses

· specific answers to prayer

· events when God protected or provided

· struggles we have had that God helped us through

· lessons God taught us – scriptural principles learned through experience

· stories about faithful Christians we have known, met

Why might we tend to forget to do this (as Israel was warned not to do)?

· current events, activities crowd these things out

· we fail to recall them ourselves, let alone communicate them to family

· some of the memories are painful

· other times we might not want to seem like we are bragging

· we are afraid we might bore others with our old stories

3.2 Purpose of Teaching

Listen for specific subject matter that was to be taught.

Deut. 6:1-3 These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess,  [2] so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life.  [3] Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you.  Deut. 6:24-25 The LORD commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, so that we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today.  [25] And if we are careful to obey all this law before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us, that will be our righteousness."  

What specific subject matter is to be taught?

· commands

· decrees

· laws

· obedience to God

· fear of the Lord

What results could be expected when these things were taught?

· learn to fear the Lord

· keep the commands that were taught

· enjoy life

· have a long life

· go well with you 

· you may increase greatly in land of milk and honey

· receive God's promises

· prosper

· keep alive

· lives of righteousness

What are the significances of the two commands in verse 3, to “hear” and “obey”?

· more than just know or memorize

· more than letting the words in one ear and out the other

· includes hearing, listening, paying attention with understanding

· heed and apply

· teaching that changes one’s life

· teaching that has an observable effect

· “the learner will … “  example of behavioral objectives in education

What things can influence how much the things we do teach changes the lives of our children?

· when we live by those same scriptural principles

· when they see us studying and applying God's word

· we teach by example more than by decree

· when it is consistent – not unloaded on them in a moment of either anger or guilt

· anger at their foolish decision

· guilt over our own lack of attention to them

· frequent small doses are better than occasional large loads

3.3 Contexts for Teaching

Listen for advice on the best time to teach.

Deut. 6:4-7 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  [5] Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  [6] These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  [7] Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  

What specific Truth was to be declared to succeeding generations

· Jehovah, The God Who IS, is our God

· He is The One and only God

· Love Him with all your heart, soul, strength

· Love Him with all of your being – all that you are

· Hold, grasp these truths tightly – in you emotions, mind, will

When is the best time to teach these truths?  What do these specified times imply?

· when you are sitting at home

· during normal conversation

· a normal event when you are together as a family

· when you are out and about

· while traveling

· when outside the privacy of the home

· when viewing situations, contexts outside the influence of the home

· when you lie down

· bedtime stories

· in the evening

· things learned right before sleep are better remembered

· when you get up

· start the day with admonition from the Lord

· teach the principle of starting the day with God

Given the following scenarios, what kind of biblical truths or principles might be taught in that situation?

	Sitting together in the yard

	· comments, discussion about God's creation

· the beauty of creation

· God's wisdom and creativity in the variety of nature

	Watching a rain storm

	· Discussion about God's power

· comments about how rain falls on both the just and the unjust

· discussion about cycles of rain and dry, God's provision for men and plants

	Traveling in a car

	· prayer for God's protection

· life is like a journey, needs a map – God's Word

· needs of people around us


Basically we are told to teach children, grandchildren

· where ever you are

· at any and all times of the day

· as an ongoing, normal part of daily life

3.4 Teachable Moments

Listen for when is a good time to teach a child about God.

Deut. 6:20-23 In the future, when your son asks you, "What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws the LORD our God has commanded you?"  [21] tell him: "We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand.  [22] Before our eyes the LORD sent miraculous signs and wonders--great and terrible--upon Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household.  [23] But he brought us out from there to bring us in and give us the land that he promised on oath to our forefathers.  

When is a good time to teach a child about God?

· when they ask a question 

· when they are obviously open to your comments, advice

What were some of the facts of Israel’s story that were to be taught during these teachable moments?

	Events in life of Israelites they could tell about
	Events in your life you can tell about

	· they were slaves in Egypt

· God's power brought them out of Egypt

· We were eyewitnesses to miraculous signs and wonders inflicted on all Egyptians

· God brought us through 40 years of nomadic wilderness traveling


· God gave us this whole land


	· lost in sin, slave to sin

· God's power freed me from sin’s penalty, sin’s power

· I can tell you specific things where God answered prayer, worked a miracle

· God has brought me through many years, faithfully supplying and protecting

· God promises me eternal life with Him in heaven


What kinds of questions might a child ask today which would provide an opportunity to teach?

· Why do we go to church?

· Why can’t I go to that movie?

· Questions about nature

· Questions about why God allowed a tragedy, why did ____ have to die?

· What happens when you die?

· Why don’t the neighbors love Jesus?

Note ( there is an implication here … if we are going to use these teachable moments, 

Then … we need to be ready with answers 

              or at least know where to go for the answers

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Ask God to help you increase the importance and emphasis on teaching moral and spiritual values in your home

· be looking for those teachable moments

· be faithful in your own study and application of God's truths

· seek to be a credible, believable Christian before your children and grandchildren

4.2 Pray specifically for your children as they raise their children

· that they communicate God's Truth and principles of living 

· that God will give them teachable moments

4.3 Pray for the outreaching influence of Christian families in our city and all over the country

· there is plenty of secular influence from entertainment, news, school

· We need to seek to be a positive and powerful influence for God
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