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The Messenger

1. Motivate

Why do some people like to try to assemble something new without the instructions?
· it’s a challenge

· they think they know how to do it already

· only dummies need instructions

· the instructions are too hard to understand (they read like they’ve been translated from Chinese by a Swedish person)
2. Transition

The reality is that instructions usually eliminate confusion and trouble
· Specifically we need God’s instructions

· Today we look at Jesus’ instructions for evangelism that are still applicable today
3. Bible Study

3.1 See the Need
Listen for a prayer request given by Jesus.
Luke 10:1-2 (NIV) After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. [2] He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 

Jesus sent people to witness.  Where and how did He send them?
· sent them in pairs

· sent them ahead of Him – to places where he was going

Why do you think Jesus would send workers ahead of Him?

· to get the crowd ready

· to let them know Jesus was on the way

· to create interest in His coming

What would be the advantage of pairs of people going together?

· Old Testament law required two witnesses to establish a fact

· they would watch out for each other

· they could encourage each other

( Similar reasons for witnessing teams today being pairs or small groups.

What was His prayer request?

· harvest was plentiful

· laborers are few

· ask the Lord of the Harvest to send laborers

What are some actions we can take in being more involved in praying for the harvest, for workers?
· Make a list of missionaries you have heard or met

· pray for one of them each day of the week

· get on their email list to learn their prayer requests

· email them and tell them you are praying for them

· check the denominational mission web site for special needs where prayer or other resources are needed

· go on a short term missionary project 

3.2 Make the Commitment
Listen for specific instructions Jesus gives – remember our discussion of the importance of following directions.
Luke 10:3-4 (NIV)  Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. [4] Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 

Let’s list the specific directions.
· Go!

· act as lambs among wolves

· don’t take a lot of money

· don’t take all kinds of luggage and extra clothing

· don’t get involved in long and involved greeting and conversations

How are those who go to share the gospel “like lambs among wolves”?

· we are innocent as lambs

· those to whom we go will often be antagonistic

· don’t depend on your own strength – you’re just a weak little lamb

· depend on the Shepherd for protection and guidance

Why do you think Jesus advocated a minimalist approach – not much money, not much luggage, etc.?
· they could end up spending more energy dragging stuff around and looking after it than on the task at hand

· again, they would end up depending on their own resources, not on God

· it is easy to be distracted by our material possessions – even the “care and feeding” of a vehicle can take considerable effort

Jesus said, “do not greet anyone on the road.”  How does this fit with what we call friendship evangelism?  Why would Jesus make this point with the 70 messengers?
· they had a specific task – He was giving them a specific strategy
· it was time sensitive

· it is easy to have relationships distract us from the task God has for us

· in that culture, greetings could be long, detailed, time consuming

· telling people about the coming of the Kingdom of God was to be their primary and only task … social niceties sometimes needed to be set aside 

3.3  Engage in the Work
Listen for more instructions.
Luke 10:5-9 (NIV)  "When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house.' [6] If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. [7] Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.  [8] "When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. [9] Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 'The kingdom of God is near you.' 

What were the instructions for when the messengers were in a town to prepare the way?
· greet people peaceably 

· graciously receive hospitality where it is offered

· don’t go shopping for a better offer (a nicer bed, a better cook)

· minister to needs you find … physical, spiritual

· announce the coming of the Kingdom of God … the coming of the rule of God in people’s hearts and lives

The instructions about accepting hospitality and not moving from house to house speak of contentment with what one is offered.  

How would this be in the best interest of the messengers and the message?

· has to do with the motive of the messenger

· is this a vacation where comfortable accommodations are important?

· or is it an assignment to communicate an important Truth?

· the attitude of the messenger communicates as much as what they say

How would contentment help believers today focus on God’s mission for us?

· we can get sidetracked by running around looking for better or more material things

· we can easily lose our focus on the task God has for us

· we quit trusting God for His sufficiency 

· we begin pursuing our wants, thinking they are real “needs”

How does contentment with having our basic needs met affect our support of missionary workers overseas and at home?
· God supplies our needs

· God blesses us materially so that we can share of our surplus to further His kingdom

· if instead, we are non-content and hoard that surplus, we miss out on the blessing of participating in the sharing of the gospel

Other people in the world have grave physical needs.  How does sharing of our material resources open doors to sharing the gospel?

· people cannot hear your verbal witness if their stomach is growling louder from their hunger

· ministering to physical needs demonstrates Christ’s compassion

· it shows we really care for them … they’re not just another “notch” in your Bible

3.4  Recognize the Stakes
Listen for what the messengers should do if their message is rejected.
Luke 10:10-12, 16 (NIV)  But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, [11] 'Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.' [12] I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.   … [16] "He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me." 

These are some negative aspects of being Christ’s messenger.  Why would Jesus include these kind of warnings?

· we need to know the realities of being a witness

· reality is that not everyone will accept the good news about Christ

· Jesus didn’t want the messengers to be blindsided

· they needed to know what to do when they (and the message) were rejected
Why do you think Jesus would specify cutting ties quickly with those who reject the gospel?
· they had their opportunity

· there are so many more people who haven’t even heard the message

· Jesus wants his messengers to be good stewards of their time

· if you persist beyond a certain point, you tend to aggravate, not attract

Why is it hard to move on when our witness is rejected?

· we feel like the rejection is against us

· we are burdened for the person – especially if it is someone close to us

· we have a realization of their ultimate fate when they reject Jesus

· we think maybe we could have explained it better or come up with a more persuasive argument

When you witness to someone who is resistant, how do you know when to stop and when to continue?

· pray for wisdom

· invite input from wise fellow believers

· maybe you back off for a time

· remember what Paul talks about in 1 Cor. 3:6 (KJV)  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 

· you might be the one who plants or the one who waters

· someone else might get to “reap the harvest” of that soul

(  It is important to remember …
· when your witness is rejected it is not you they are rejecting

· it is Jesus who is being rejected

4. Application
4.1 As a devotional exercise list the instructions Jesus gave the 70 messengers.  
· meditate on how you might follow these instructions in your culture

· think about how these are beneficial instructions for the message, for the messenger

· think how they are beneficial for the one who receives the message

4.2 Know that when we are faithful in witnessing of Christ’s work, we will find those who are receptive to the message
· God will prepare hearts

· God will provide opportunities

· He calls us to be His messengers, leading others to the peace He offers

4.3 When you go in Jesus’ name, people should see Jesus and not you
· you are not in a popularity contest, trying to impress people

· you are a witness, testifying to what God has done … for you and for the hearer

· know that when your witness is rejected, they are rejecting Jesus, not you

Prayer of Commitment:  Father, show me how You want me to witness for You this week.  I commit to being your representative to the lost around me.
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